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Set ’em Straight 


school year. It was a simple 
year — a good year. 

But, it was a year 1286 students de¬ 
cided to MAKE a difference. 

Or, for that matter, it was a year to 

“set ’em straight.” 

First, school started Aug. 23, the 
earliest ever! Boy, miserable was an un¬ 
derstatement. 

It could have been the early school 
beginning or the heat or just another 
year, but in the first months of school, 
students decided to be heard. 


UP, UP AND AWAY. Carolyn Clark, senior, 
quickly checks a group of balloons before the “Say No To 
Drugs” rally and balloon launch. Clark organized the ses¬ 
sion as a part of a Quest class project. (Schrenker photo) 














EW ACTIVITIES ATTEMPT 

t* ficwA 

SCHOOL SPIRIT 
STRAIGHT TO THE TOP 



The “Big Dance” had an atten¬ 
dance of 617. The most ever for a non¬ 
couples dance, thanks to the new Ac¬ 
tivities Council. 

Speed bumps were smoothed out 
after damaged mufflers and much per¬ 
sistence by entire classes and adminis¬ 
trators. 

Then there was spirit. Here stu¬ 
dents held their own, so the pep rallies 
showed. 

Does “love to win” — “hate to 
lose” ring a bell? It should. The enthu¬ 
siasm was the dictator. Including 
Bucky. 

But then who is this Bucky char¬ 
acter? Better yet, WHAT is this 
Bucky character? 

Okay, how can this be explained. 
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Set ’em Straight 


It’s important to “set ’em 
straight.” 

Bucky is a bird on a Pirate’s shoul¬ 
der. At MHS, he relays very important 
info to the Pirate athletes, or so it’s 
said. 

Hence, we could always count on 
wrestling and gymnastics to provide 
state contenders, with or without the 
help of Bucky. 

School spirit continued through 
the holidays at the Christmas concert. 
Again, record crowds showed that stu¬ 
dents really did care. 

Academic achievement was as 
tough as ever. Everyone has heard the 
alleged trig and term paper traumas, 
even if they weren’t the victim. 


















WE’RE #1! Senior 
Class participants demon¬ 
strate their class spirit during 
the football Homecoming pa¬ 
rade. Their float won first 
place in the competition. (Kirn 
photo) 


CHARGE! Varsity 
football players attack 
the sidelines before the 
game. (Schrenker photo) 

PEEK-A-BOO. a 

hidden Heather Peters, 
senior, takes a break to 
be a social Bucky. (Kirn 
photo) 


GRRRRRRR ... as 

friends so often do, Jason Riese 
and Chris Salmon, juniors, pose 
after successfully catching touch¬ 
down footballs. (Schrenker photo) 


Set ’em Straight 
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STRAIGHT 
s4 <zdo*z*Uaye 
IN 

ACADEMICS 


Spellbowl, Academic Decathlon 
and publications were all winners in 
tKeir field. Even the faculty won a 
state-wide spelling competition. 

Students themselves spoke out as 
styles and attitudes were as bold as 
ever. Backpacks, cycling shorts and 
skateboards entered the scene as well 
as the attitudes to match. 

Altogether, ideas were expressed 
whenever possible. If someone felt it, 
someone else knew it. Everyone “set 
’em straight.” 


TOUCHY SUBJECT. In applied design class, 
Herman Gurfinkel, resident sculptor, sculpts Sean 
Bayer as an example. Mr. Gurfinkel is the sculptor of 
“The Reader” in the Lake County Public Library. (Bridy 
photo) 


Set ’em Straight 
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STRAIGHT 

frvuowut 

APPROACH 


Okay, so a year is a long time. 

But think back and surely a few mem¬ 
ories stand out. 

Let’s “set ’em straight.” 

Remember those sacred Friday 
nights? Never-ending study nights? Sit 
down and relax nights? 

No matter where the meeting place 
was or who the culprits were, it was fun. 
It was necessary. 

School activities were constantly pop¬ 
ping up to occupy time. Be it play practices 
or dances, involvement was at a max. 

Summer road trips and part-time jobs 
filled some schedules, while basement 
bands and partyin’ with friends was 
enough for others. 

If things got slow, new and creative 
ideas developed, like dance clubs and 
night games of Photon. 

Winter led to ski accidents from 
Michigan to Colorado. The cold weather 
could not halt even the beginners. 

The attitude was hot. No matter what 
went on, it was a straight forward ap¬ 
proach. 



Student Life 








I’M FINALLY OUT. In joy, Danielle 
Carlisle (Vita Simmons), junior, cries because 
she is being released from an institution. 
“Harvey" was one of the plays seen at MHS. 
(Schrenker photo) 


IT’S FIESTA TIME. As the leader, 
Natalie Rodriguez, senior, makes way for her 
fellow Spaniards. Cars were hard to come by 
for floats, but they were utilized when possi¬ 
ble. (Kirn photo) 

CONCENTRATION. Deep in the 
game, Lisa Stilley, sophomore, and Stacy 
Kadlac, junior, show spirit for their team. Ju¬ 
nior varsity cheerleaders were required to be 
at all varsity games for support. (Schrenker 
photo) 














muishm 


HOMECOMING 


During Spirit Week stu¬ 
dents were encouraged to 
dress up each day according 
to the what was on the list for 
that day. The sophomores 
showed the most spirit that 


The next thing was the 
Homecoming parade. The se¬ 



niors won the award for the 
best class float. 

Next on the agenda was the 
powderpuff game. The sopho¬ 
mores went in the game with 
high spirits and battled 
against the juniors, but they 
were defeated by a score of 
21-16. Now, it was time for 
the juniors and seniors to bat¬ 
tle it out. 

It was finally time for the 
“big game” and the opponent 
was Michigan City Rogers. 
However, the Pirates still lost. 



Michael "Pug” Parker, 
senior, receives the Mr. Foot¬ 
ball award. Parker also re¬ 
ceived MVP. 

1988 Homecoming Court 
is Tina Pavlou, Nada Todoro- 
vich, Homecoming Queen Me¬ 
lissa Best, Beth Hutchison 
and Melinda Burkhart, sen¬ 
iors. 
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Football Homecoming 























SET, READY HUT 1 ...Shan¬ 
non Samson, junior noseguard, pre¬ 
pares to hike the ball to Lori Sell, junior 
quarterback. Juniors defeated the soph¬ 
omores. 
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Classes compete for recognition by peers 



etc™ 


•cniot s!” 
|“Sophomores!" 
'“Seniors!” 
“Sophomores!” 


"Juniors!” 

The battle cries ring. Is there really a su¬ 
perior class? 

The answer constantly changes, but the 
excitement and anticipation of class com¬ 
petition does not. 

Homecoming involved chances for clas¬ 
ses to prove their unity and superiority. 

Seniors unifed to protect their prize win¬ 
ning float by moving it the night before the 
parade, and "babysitting" it all night. 

Nada Todorovich, senior, said, “We all 
had a blast working on it. It turned into 


more of a party. If that’s not unity, what 
is? But the best part was the feeling of win- 

Dressing up for spirit week was an obvi¬ 
ous way to promote class spirit. 

“The sophomores proved united be¬ 
cause we worked for all those spirit 
points,” said Grace Ezpeleta, sophomore. 
“I guess when Pierce and Harrison com¬ 
bine to become Merrillville, something 
special happens. We proved it by win- 

Powder-puff proved the juniors could 
defeat anyone in their way. 

Michelle Owen, junior, said, “It was 
amazing how the juniors pulled together 
and beat the senior team. It was definitely 


the class spirit.” 

Pep rallies were another way to display 
class spirit outside of Homecoming. 

“I thought the Senior Class was ex¬ 
tremely unified. It’s our last year, and we 
want to be together and support each oth¬ 
er for what time we have left,” said Beth 
Hutchison, senior. 

Other students felt class spirit no mat¬ 
ter what they did. 

“Class unity is more a feeling than any¬ 
thing else,” said Tammy Arena, junior. 
“We’re together for three years, so we 
make the best of it.” 

“But of course, seniors end up on top,” 
said Arena. “They have two years to prac¬ 
tice.” □ Joy Bridy 




SENIOR POWER . Senior pow¬ 
der puff girls express much of what 
happens during the game with posters. 
Although the seniors usually win the 
powder puff game, they were defeated 
by the juniors. 

WE’VE GOT SPIRIT. Ready to 

start with the parade, the sophomore 
float shows their spirit during Home¬ 
coming. Even though sophomores 
showed spirit, the senior float won first 
place. (Kirn photo) 


Football Homecoming 
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“Harvey” 


The cost of admission was $1.50 
for students and $2 for adults. 

The sets were mostly used from 
things the high school already 


Debbie Elser. 

The cast included Myrtle Mae 
Simmons, Tanya Yeoman; Veta 
Louise Simmons, Danielle Carlisle; 
Elwood P. Dowd. Chad Schle- 
singer; Miss Johnson. Patti Tubbs; 
Mrs. Ethel Chauvenet, Tammy 
Gose; Ruth Kelly, Heather East: 
Duane Wilson, Ken Peterson; 
Lyman Sanderson M.D., Mike 
Madson; William R. Chumley 
M.D.. Joe Darnell; Betty Chum¬ 
ley, Beth McCoy; Judge Edna 
Gaffney, Tracy Gose; E. J. Lof- 
gren. Keith Wszolek; Miss Tewks¬ 
bury. Christina Vernia; Wilda 
McCurdy, Carol Daumer. 

During the course of rehearsals 

someone else had the female lead. 
This lead never learned her lines 
and skipped important rehearsals. 
Thus, two weeks before the open¬ 
ing night, the lead was replaced 
by Carlisle. 

Another problem was the Stu¬ 
dent Director. The first Student 
Director missed a lot of rehear¬ 
sals. Therefore, Tammy Gose was 
called upon to be the new student 



Performers overcome stage fright 


U| am so nervous, I feel 
Oh no, that is my 
^E£ue gotta go!! 

Whether it is giving a speech, 
acting in a play, playing in a band 
concert or just reading a paper in 
front of a class many people expe¬ 
rience stage fright. 

Stage fright is defined as a ner¬ 
vous fear experienced when 
appearing before an audience, es¬ 
pecially for the first time. 

Many people have their own 
special definition of stage fright, 
and it affects everyone in a differ¬ 
ent way. 

Virginia Nawrocki, junior, com- 


Another junior, Carrie 
McBrayer, commented, “It hits 
right before you have to perform, 
your stomach feels like it’s tied in 
knots and your hands and legs 
shiver; but once you get on stage, 
you mellow out and are okay.” 

Heather Bell, junior, said, 
“Stage fright is when your hands 
start shaking, you get a pain in 
your stomach, you stutter a lot, 
and you forget what you’re sup¬ 
posed to say.” 

One senior commented, “Stage 
fright means that I get a queasy 
stomach and clammy palms.” 

Steve Brandon, senior, added, 


BREAK A LEG! Tam¬ 
my Gose, junior, poses for a 
picture during the play 
“Harvey.” (Schrenker photo) 


mented, “Stage fright is a feeling “For me it is more of an energy 
you get in your stomach just be- than a fear. I’ve always enjoyed 
fore playing that band concert performing on stage. There’s 
with all those people in the audi- nothing quite like being in front 



ence. Stage fright doesn’t hit me 
until a few minutes before I go on 
stage; but when I get there, I usu¬ 
ally calm down and do just fine.” 


of a crowd with my guitar playing 
with my band. It’s like an electric 
charge.” □ Joy Bridy 

WHAT TO WEAR. Trying to 
pick out the right costume, Joe Darnell, 
junior, studies the outfits carefully. Most 
costumes are found in the auditorium 
"cages.” (Schrenker photo) 




Fall Play 






























LIGHTS, CAMERA, AC¬ 
TION Danielle Carlisle, junior, and 
Mike Madson, sophomore, act out their 
parts in the fall play. The play was direct¬ 
ed by Stephen and Deborah Elser. 
(Schrenker photo) 



IT’S SHINE FREE . Suzie Tam, 
senior, applies make-up to Mike Mad¬ 
son, sophomore, for the fall play. The 
play was presented Nov. 11 and 12. 
(Schrenker photo) 

JUST A MINUTE! Waiting for an 
answer Chad Schlesinger, sophomore, 
holds the phone. Chad played Alwood P. 
Dowd in “Harvey.” (Schrenker photo) 


Fall Play 

























WATCH THE BUMP! Melanie TALK TO ME. Getting books out for 
Michaeljunior, slows down so s "can 

go over a speed bump. The speed Couples were often warned about showing 
bumps were slightly evened out after too much affection in the halls. (Schrenker 
many complaints. (Kirn photo) photo) 



NEW RULES 

Tardies — The tardy rule 
states that the first and second 
tardies are warnings. The third 
tardy is a detention, and the 

class. According to the Student 
Handbook, “Teachers will give 
two warnings, in writing, to tardy 
students. The third tardy will re¬ 
sult in detention. The fourth tardy 
will result in expulsion from 

Homeroom — Homeroom each 
day is from 7:35 to 7:45. The 
handbook states that "Students 
will report to homeroom each day 
before first period classes begin. 
Attendance will be taken in home- 
students, who are tardy. 


“Every year new 
rules are presented 
to the 

administration, 
superintendent and 
school board. The 
school board has 
to approve the 
rules ." 


School Rules 
























POLICIES 


Break school rules; pay the consequences 


R ules sometimes are made 
be broken. 

There are many rules 
in the student handbook that stu¬ 
dents dislike. For instance, the 


“Extra Curricular When Absent” 
rule. The rule states that “if a stu¬ 
dent is absent from school all day, 
the student should not be allowed 
to practice, compete, or attend 
any contest, performance, or ac¬ 
tivity.” 

A number of students feel this 
is not a very good rule and asked, 
“What if a student is not sick and 
could not attend school because of 
a personal problem but later could 
attend the activity?” 

“All the rules are reviewed ev¬ 
ery summer by the principal, as¬ 
sistant principal and dean of stu¬ 
dents. Every year new rules are 
presented to the administration, 
superintendent and school board. 
The school board has to approve 
the rules,” commented Frank 
O’Shea, dean of students. 

The easiest rule broken by stu¬ 
dents is “tardies.” 

Jenny Vlasic, junior, comment¬ 
ed, “The tardy policy is the easi¬ 
est rule broken because some¬ 
times you just can’t make it to 
class.” 

MHS approved a new tardy 
policy. Mr. O’Shea said, “A group 
of faculty studied the new policy 
and took a proposal to all teachers 
for discussion. When all the teach¬ 
ers met, they discussed the pros 
and cons. Ninety-seven percent of 
the teachers approved the new 
policy, and then it was presented 
to the superintendent and school 
board for approval.” 

“The new policy affects 2.5 per¬ 
cent of students and 97.5 percent 
of the students were given extra 
warnings and fewer detentions. 
Last year, 97.5 percent of the stu¬ 
dent body didn’t even have four 
tardies. Only 2.5 percent of the 
student body has to change,” 


stated Mr. O’Shea. 

Students have six minutes to 
get to each class and have to be 
in their seats when the bell rings. 
The first two times a student is 
tardy the student receives warn¬ 
ings. The third tardy renders one 
detention after school. On the 
fourth tardy, the student is ex¬ 
pelled from that particular class. 

“Ditching” is the rule students 
don’t mind breaking. Many stu¬ 
dents ditch from school because 
they just don’t want to go. They 
would rather be somewhere else. 
Students feel sometimes you just 
have to get away and take a 
break. 

Ryan Hess, junior, said, 
“Ditching is my favorite to break 
because I would rather be doing 
something else, for instance go to 
the mall, the beach or just stay at 
home and relax.” 

Last year, there were 299 inci¬ 
dents of students who were 
caught truant. All of these inci¬ 
dents were based on skipping 
school, detention and suspension. 

If a student is caught ditching 
school, he will receive two Satur¬ 
day extensions. The third time he 
will receive five Saturday exten¬ 
sions. The fourth time a student 
is truant he will be expelled. There 
were seven expulsions for truan¬ 
cies in 1987-88. 

Tammy Arena, junior, stated, 
“All rules are favorable to break 
because it is fun to do something 
that you’re not supposed to.” □ 

Elaine Vraniskoski 

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM? 

In the Student Handbook, Frank O'Shea, 
dean of students, points out to Anne Ko- 
lodzinski, senior, what she did wrong. 
Students are guaranteed a visit with Mr. 
O'Shea when they break a rule. 
(Schrenker photo) 


School Rules 
















RUMOR 

STOPPERS 

1. Go to the source of the ru¬ 
mor and talk to the person. 

2. Deny the rumor. 

3. Warn those people who are 
spreading the rumor that you 
will spread one about them 
that is twice as bad. 

4. If someone tells you a ru¬ 
mor, stop it dead in its tracks; 
don’t allow it to go any fur¬ 
ther. 

5. If you know that the rumor 
is hurting someone else, start 
spreading positive information 
about that person. 

6. Since the person who start¬ 
ed the rumor is jealous of an¬ 
other, as is almost always the 
case, continue to spread the 
rumor around, but this time 
substitute the instigator's 
name for the original person. 

7. If all of the above don’t de¬ 
ter people from spreading ru¬ 
mors about others, then start 
branding the word "liar” into 
the foreheads of those people 
who start the rumors. 

8. If that still doesn’t help, 
the next step is to cut out the 
tongue of this very lonely per¬ 


il. If that still doesn’t work, 
then the next best thing to do 
is to hunt down this little gos- 
siper and shoot him. 

10. If nothing in the aforemen¬ 
tioned list seems to help, the 
only logical thing left to do is 
to just agree to the rumor. 
This usually makes other peo¬ 
ple feel that it must not be 
too exciting if you can admit 



Rumors 































GUESS WHAT I HEARD? 

Sue Koenig and Nancy Knezic, seniors, 
talk to each other in homeroom. In 1988- 
89 homeroom was an everyday occu¬ 
rence. (Kirn photo) 


YES, WE’RE STUDYING. 

Trisha O'Neil, Lisa Orosz, Dee Dee 
Brown, Dorine Lopez and Sharon Smith, 
juniors, gather to gossip over their ho¬ 
mework. Study groups were a great way 
to catch up on the latest rumors. 
(Schrenker photo) 


Vicious rumors can destroy 


ecu ejf, Chris, did you 
hear? Sandy' s 
S I getting kicked 
out of school!” 

“No way! How come?” 

“Who knows. I’ve already 
heard three different reasons.” 
Rumors. 

Gossip at its worst. 

They spread like wildfire and 


can make or break a person’s repu¬ 
tation instantly. 

Unfortunately, the majority of 
us tend to believe the silly stories 
and enjoy passing them around. 

Eric Reiter, senior, said, “Just 
walking through the hallways, I 
can hear a different rumor every 
day.” 

But who starts these some- 


beautiful friendships 

times nasty stories? 

Laura Huston, senior, an¬ 
swered, “The bad rumors are just 
made up by people who are jealous 
or don’t like that person, so I nev¬ 
er believe those rumors.” 

Many people feel the best way 
the victim should stop the rumor 
is to just ignore it. 

Laurie Koritko, senior, re¬ 
marked, “I think rumors are inevi¬ 
table, but if the person ignores the 
rumor, it usually takes care of the 
problem. When I hear a rumor, I 
always try to give the person the 
benefit of the doubt.” 

Unfortunately, rumors cause 
destruction in many cases. 

Christine Woldt, senior, noted, 

“At work this summer, I know 
some people who ruined their 
friendships over rumors that were 
totally untrue.” 

Favorite topics of rumors seem 
to be illegal and immoral activi¬ 
ties. 

Jackie Fashing, senior, said, “I 
don’t understand why some peo¬ 
ple feel the need to start false ru¬ 
mors about others.” 

Mike DeHaven, junior, 
summed up his feelings about ru¬ 
mors. “I don’t like them, and I 
don’t like people who start them.” 

□ Alicia Fellmy 


Rumors 













HOW ABOUT THAT ONE?! At 

the mall Jennifer Kerr, junior, and Julie Gib¬ 
son, senior, talk about which clothes they 
like best. The mall is a favorite pastime for 
many students. (Kirn photo) 


JUMP UP HIGH. Jim Joseforsky, 
senior, goes up for the shot as Jeff Lam- 
en, junior, gets ready for the rebound 
against Munster. Merrillville defeated 
Munster 72-57. (Schrenker photo) 





Weekends 
















1ST TIE WETS 



Weekends relieve students with ‘brain drain’ 


I t is 6 a.m. Monday morn¬ 
ing and the alarm goes off. 
■Students start to wake 
from a busy weekend. 

Working hard during the 
week makes students look 
forward to the weekend. The 
weekdays and nights are 
when students concentrate 
on their school work. Many 
students work at night and as 
for some students, they catch 
up on their sleep. 

As Friday approaches, stu¬ 
dents start to get restless. It 
is Friday and nothing but 
having fun is on their minds. 

Visiting sisters, brothers 
and friends at colleges such 
as Indiana in Bloomington 
and Purdue in Lafayette, is 
exciting for a numerous 
amount of students. They 
stay the weekend and don’t 
return until Sunday night. 

Kevin Banishak, senior, 
stated, “On Fridays I play 
football, then I go to Al’s or 
go play miniature golf at Colo¬ 
rado Falls.” 

Students gather at Shak- 
ey’s or Al’s Diner after the 
MHS football games. They 
enjoy this because it gives 
them the opportunity to be 
with friends and meet new 
people. Also, students grab 
something to eat. 

Mike Augustine, senior, 


simply said, “I go out and do 
whatever there is to do.” 

If there isn’t a football game or 
if students don’t want to go to the 
game, they easily find a party to 
attend to. 

Well, Saturday has arrived and 
students start to awake. The 
phone rings and students tell each 
other the Friday night gossip. 

“On Saturday, I do some work 
around the house and later get to¬ 
gether with a couple of friends at 
the Southlake Mall,” commented 
Fanny Ilievski, junior. 

Saturday night, students do 
numerous things, visit relatives, 
friends, go to parties, sleep, go out 


PIG OUT TIME . Steve Mishevski, 
Chon Deck, Sherry Hodgets and Greg 
Mahoi, sophomores, get together for a 
little pizza and movies. It’s a welcome 
change to games or Stardust. (Schrenk- 
er photo) 


with their boyfriend/girlfriend or 
go shopping. 

Sunday is a real “drag.” Stu¬ 
dents stay home and visit with 
their family. 

Melissa Best, senior, stated, 
“On Sunday I go to church twice.” 

Also, Sunday is when most stu¬ 
dents get their homework done. 

Lori Talley, sophomore, and 
Tracy Gose, junior, said, “Sunday 
is for homework!” 

Homework is completed, and it 
is time for bed. Students go to 
sleep to rest for the long week 
ahead. □ Elaine Vranisko- 
ski 


BACK TO THE 50’S, on the 

weekend, Al's Diner is a popular hang¬ 
out for students to socialize. Al's Diner 
opened in 1988. 



WEEKEND IDEAS 

1. Miniature golf (Colorado 
Falls. Put-Put. Ringo's, Merrill¬ 
ville Golf) 

Mark Rosenbalm, senior, said. 
“We go miniature golfing because 
we could hang out with our 
friends and be competitive. The 
funny thing that happen to me is 
when Chris Zimmerman kept miss¬ 
ing the hole so he threw his golf 
club in the middle of the weeds, 
and we went looking for it for 
about a half an hour." 

2. Go to the Southlake Mall 

Sue Ellis, sophomore, said. “I go 
to the mall to kick back and sit in 
the middle and watch people make 

my friends and their friends. 

3. Go to the cinema 

Tina Glibota, junior, said. “One 
time I was with two friends and 
we dropped a big gulp of Dr. Pep¬ 
per all over the floor and the 
ushers had to come and clean it 
all up in the middle of the cinema, 
but I usually go there to see new 


4. Go to the Y&W drive-in 

Karen Gill, senior, said. "Mostly 
I go to the Y as W to spend a qui¬ 
et evening with my boyfriend." 

5. Attend parties 

Rachelle Vespo. junior, said, “I 
attended parties because I always 
have lots of fun and occasionally I 
get to meet new people." 

6. Visit friends at colleges. 

6. Go to a friend's house. 
Fanny Ilievski. junior said, “I 

get together with some friends and 
go to someone's house and rent 
some movies, because there is not 
much to do around here. Also, you 
can act and do what you want 

7. Some people just hang out 
wherever they want (Star¬ 
dust) 

Patty Sikora. junior, said, "I 
just hang out wherever. I usually 
hit all these places in one night.” 

8. Go to concerts (Holiday Star 
Theater) 

Jodi Teeter, junior, said. "If I go 
to a concert, it is because I really 
like the group and want to see 
them." 

“Melissa Cook, Susie Yurchak. 
and I went to the "Ready for the 
World" concert and it was really 
funny. The leader singer threw 
one of the towels into the audience 
and Melissa grabbed it. But. so 
did this other girl. They were pull¬ 
ing on it. and one girl bit the hand 
of the other girl. It was so funny 
but at least Melissa got the tow¬ 
el," she added. 
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Weekends 





















Homecoming traditions continue 


B asketball Homecoming has 
been a tradition at MHS for 
quite awhile. 

Marlene East, Student Council 
sponsor, said, “Homecoming is to 
acknowledge the sport of basket¬ 
ball and to instill some spirit and 
pride in the school.” 

Homecoming is the time when 
students show their school spirit 
and inspiration for the basketball 
team. To get students fired up. 

Student Council arranged Spir¬ 
it Week. During Spirit Week, 
sophomores, juniors and seniors, 
compete to see which class has the 
most spirit. 

Spirit Week consisted of 
“Opposite Sex Day,” “Shorts or 
Sweats Day,” “Dress Up Day” 
and, of course, Purple and White 
Day. 

In the hall decorating contest, 
each class decorated their hall¬ 
way with balloons, streamers and 
signs to show who has the most 
spirit. Also, each class and clubs 
design a float of their own for the 
wagon float contest. 

Mark Rosenbalm, senior, com¬ 
mented, “I try to help at activities 
if it is sports or clubs. When Mrs. 
East asked me, I said sure, any¬ 
thing to help.” 

The contestants of the “Mr. 
Legs Contest” were asked to par¬ 
ticipate by Mrs. East. 

Each contestant’s legs were pic¬ 


tured on a jar in the cafeteria. Stu¬ 
dents put money in the jar of their 
choice. The jar with the most 
money won. 

Winner of the contest, Rosen¬ 
balm, stated, “I was shocked. 
Even though no one makes a big 
deal out of it, it was a great 
honor.” 

Crowning of the queen and 
princesses were chosen by the 
votes of the students. Each girl on 
the court was chosen by home¬ 
rooms. 

Ronale Dubowski, Basketball 
Homecoming Queen, said, “It was 
a honor just for me to be chosen 
for the court, but winning was un¬ 
believable. This is the greatest 
memory I will have from MHS.” 

Homecoming is the time for stu¬ 
dents to show more effort to in¬ 
spire the team. Overall, all plan¬ 
nings for Basketball Homecoming 
’89 went well, according to Stu¬ 
dent Council members. 

“All work done on Homecoming 
is fun. You feel like you have 
helped the team. I enjoy it very 
much,” commented Michael 
Yugo, Junior Class president. □ 
Elaine Vraniskoski 

HOW DOES IT LOOK! While 

waiting to be called to start the wagon 
parade, Selena Perry and Jeff Galka, 
juniors, talk to each other. S jdent 
Council won the Homecoming basket¬ 
ball float competition. 




Basketball Homecoming 















HOMECOMING 



SEXY LEGS! Kerri Ev- 

anyo. senior, presents Mark 
Shayotovich. senior, with the third 
place award in the "Hot Legs 
contest. Mark Rosenbalm, senior, 
and Mark Hildago, senior, took 
first and second respectively. 


GO TEAM GO! The cheerleaders 
get the cheering section all fired up for 
the game. A wild crowd helps the players 
get motivated. 


BORN TO RIDE . Christen Rivera 
and Reena Guernsey, seniors, tryout the 
HERO float. The Homecoming parade 
was on Feb. 11. 


1989 BASKETBALL 

Homecoming Court — Nikki 
Pavnic, Lisa Stilley, Becky 
Zawacki, princess, Margo 
Wiltfong, Ronale “Sqeaky" 
Dubowski, Queen, Jenny 
Hamilton, Shana Lieber, Mel¬ 
issa Best, and Evelyn Otano, 
princess. 


The Basketball Homecoming 
game was against Portage. The Pi¬ 
rates lost, 50-41. 

The Homecoming court consist¬ 
ed of Melissa Best, Shana Lieber 
and Ronale "Squeaky" Dubowski 
for the seniors. 

Juniors were Jenny Hamilton. 
Margo Wiltfong and Becky Zaw- 

And, the sophomores were Lisa 
Stilley. Nikki Pavnic and Evelyn 
Otano. Dubowski won Homecom¬ 
ing Queen. Becky Zawacki won for 
the juniors. Evelyn Otano won for 
the sophomores. 

During Homecoming Week, 
MHS had spirit week. One of the 
many contests was the “Mr. 
Legs" contest. Winners were 
Mark Rosenbalm, senior, first 
place; Mark Hidalgo, senior, sec¬ 
ond place; and Mark Shayotovich, 
senior, third place. 

Hidalgo stated, "I was surprised 
to get second place. I wasn't excit¬ 
ed about it, just shocked. I didn't 
think I d place that high.” 

MHS also had its float contest. 
First place was a tie between Stu¬ 
dent Council and the Junior Class. 
Second place went to the cheer¬ 
leaders. Third place was HERO. 




Basketball Homecomings 
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Girls asking boys out; a new trend. 


M any people live for the 
“old-fashioned” way 
of courting, but lately, 
girls nave taken a different ap¬ 
proach. 

A trend sweeps through high 
schools where girls ask guys out 
on dates. 

Why? Well, girls aren’t going to 
wait around for their Prince 
Charming anymore! 

This is the 80’s. 

Girls are going to go out and get 
what they want. Even if it means 
embarrassing themselves beyond 
high heaven. 

It takes a lot of guts to ask a 
guy out, “The worst thing they 
could say is no, then you feel stu¬ 


pid,” said Gayle Anderson, junior. 

Approaching the victim is what 
most people are afraid of. Asking 
that crucial question that could 
determine their whole lovelife.!?? 

What to do? 

What if he says no? 

That is the question to be an¬ 
swered. Girls never know what 
the guys are going to say. Well, if 
he says no then that’s the worst 
of it right? 

If he says yes, then take it from 
there. There will probably be 
great times ahead for both people 
involved. That guy probably had 
a crush on her for the longest time 
anyways. 

One problem that might sprout 


up during the date is who pays? 

It would be pretty embarrass¬ 
ing for both if you were stand¬ 
ing in line at the movies and the 
lady in the window said, 
“You’re holding up the line, 
could you please decide.” 

Guys do tend to make it hard¬ 
er for the girls to ask him out 
when they know what she’s up 
to. 

Sometimes, when a girl asks 
a guy out too soon, he may think 
that the girl is a little too for¬ 
ward. 

If a guy is really special, girls 
should have no problem talking 
to them, let alone asking them 
out. □ Cathy Beddome 



WHAT A CUTE 
COUPLE! Sitting proudly, 
Jay Wanen, junior, and his 
mother attend the Mommy 
Daddy date night dance. This 
year the dance was mixed 
which was the first time. 


LET’S DANCE! Many 

students attended Mommy 
Daddy Date night with their 
parents. Gordon Hill, senior, 
dances the night away with his 
mom. (Schrenker photo) 
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MSI THE fflCTS 


LOOK OVER 

THERE! People were en¬ 
joying themselves during the 
“Big Dance.” The Big Dance 
had different contests that 
people could join in. 

CHEEZ! While taking a 
break from dancing, Tracey 
Ennols, senior, and her father 
pose for a picture at Mommy 
Daddy Date night. Many stu¬ 
dents take their parents to 
Mommy Daddy date night for 
a special night of fun. 


Next, the Activity Council 
sponsored the Big Dance. The 
cost was only 50 cents per 
student. And, 617 people at¬ 
tended the dance. Tom Her¬ 
bert, assistant principal, said, 
"This was an informal dance. 
We just wanted as many peo¬ 
ple as possible to come.” 

FEA sponsored the tourna¬ 
ment. FEA. The theme was 
“One 


DANCES 


The first dance of the year 
at MHS was the Football 
Homecoming Dance. 

Tickets were $8 a couple 
and 140 tickets were sold. 
Marlene, East Student Coun¬ 
cil, sponsor, said. "We had a 
very large turn out for the 
Homecoming Dance." 

The theme for the dance 
was “The Spirit of the 
Games" since it was an Olym¬ 
pic year. 


Dances 
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VACATION SPOTS 


Where: South Padre Island, 
Texas 

Who: Tina Pavlou, Reena 
Guernsey, Michelle Graeber, 
Milena Jasnic, Tasha Jansen, 
Nancy Campbell, Pam Hatala, 
Christen Rivera and Lynn 
Maloley, seniors. 

How much for plane: $269 

How much for room: $217 
per person 

Interesting happening: Ru¬ 
mor has it one of the nine was 
$25 richer after a certain T- 
shirt contest. 

Where: Bradenton, Florida 

Who: Wendy Crumpton, 
Linda Kirk and Gayle Ander¬ 
son, juniors 

How much for plane: $205 
from Indianapolis 

How much for room: Free, 
stayed at a relative's house. 

Interesting happening: Had 
to run from a guy with a gun 
who was holding up people. 

Where: Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina 

Who: Gordon Hill, Jerry 
Phillips, and Scott Novak, 
seniors 

Mode of transportation: Car 

How much for room: $80/ 
$220 extra-spending 

Where: Washington D.C. 

Who: Kerri Evanyo and Sue 
Lytle, seniors. 

Mode of transportation: 
Train/$124 

How much for room: Free, 
stayed with a relative 

Interesting happening: Saw 
the President of the United 
States drive down the high¬ 
way. 

Where: Merrillville, Indiana 

Who: Most students, faculty 
and staff 

Mode of transportation: 
Usually car or foot 

How much for room: If still 
living at home free, monthly 
mortage or apartment rent 

Interesting happening: 
Warm weather brought many 
people to the beach 

Where: Cruise to Eastern 
Caribbean 

Who: Nancy Knezic, Nada 
Todorovich and Shana Lieber, 
seniors 

Mode of transportation: 
Ship at $800 

How much for room: Every¬ 
thing included in price. 

Interesting happening: 
Panamanian crew members 
chasing them down the hall¬ 
way. 


Spring Break 


















































BREAK 

Getaway plans materialize in March 


M any students only dream 
of vacationing in the most 
extravagant places throughout 
the world on their Spring Break. 
But, dreaming is all one can do un¬ 
der such restrictions as money 
and time. 

“I dream of going to Hawaii,” 
Elaine Evdokiou, junior, com¬ 
mented. 

“Unfortunately, it only re¬ 
mains a dream because it is too ex¬ 
pensive, and for the amount of 
time we’re limited to, I’d rather 
stay longer than a week,” she 
added. 

On the other hand, there are 
those ever so fortunate people 
who had the opportunity to visit 
such wonderous attractions as 
Florida, California or other coast¬ 
al spots. These places are enticing 
to high school students because of 
the sun, beaches and the people to 
meet. 

“I am going on a cruise to the 
Caribbean because it will be a 
great experience and a lot of fun,” 
stated Shana Lieber, senior. 

Other hot spots for Spring 
Break ’89, other than Florida, in¬ 


cluded New York, Texas, Cali¬ 
fornia, South Padre Island and 
some boundering states like 
Michigan, Illinois and Ohio. 

Amazingly enough, the ma¬ 
jority of students stayed home 
for the break. 

Whether one must remain in 
Northwest Indiana because of 
work, money or any other rea¬ 
son possible, there was always 
something to occupy the time. 

“I plan to go to soccer prac¬ 
tice and work at that ‘wonderful 
place,’ Sears, in the mall, while 
I pray for warm weather,” said 
Eric Rossie, senior. 

Faculty members as well as 
students needed a break in the 
school year. It was a chance to 
spend time with their families. 

“We’re going to Orlando, 
Florida for Spring Break. We 
are taking the kids to Disney 
World,” Margret Stallings, 
home economics teacher, said. 

“This only happens every 
two or three years because of 
the expense,” she added. □ 
Becky Steininger 



SMILE! Shana Lieber, Nancy Knezic, 
and Nada Todorovich, seniors, went on 
a cruise during Spring Break. Many 
MHS students went away for Spring 
Break. 


ENCORE! At Epcot Center, Flori¬ 
da, the band performs as part of the 
Majic Music Days. The band raised 
money all year to lower the cost of the 
trip. (Berdine photo) 


Spring Break 
















Individuals strut their talent 


j/» mix of talent and expertise 
■ * . ■ at every rehearsal made the 
Revue what it was opening night. 

“We practiced some days after 
school till 6:30 p.m., and some 
days you did not have to even be 
there if it was not your act,” stat¬ 
ed Sharon Neal, sophomore. 

Mark Owens, director, made a 
list of rules for rehearsals and the 
performance. Such rules included 
no alcoholic beverages or drugs 
and not missing rehearsals. 

The making of these rules was 
to insure the safety of the perfor¬ 
mers and to “hopefully guarantee 
a good performance,” said Mr. 
Owens. 

Even though there was a rule 
about being at every rehearsal 


you were needed at, many people 
could not make it to them because 
of work or lack of transportation. 

The rehearsals were hectic be¬ 
cause of this, but in the end, “we 
all got it together,” stated Neal. 

“It was interesting watching 
everyone else at rehearsals and 
seeing how they got better every¬ 
day,” exclaimed Neal. 

“We lost a rock group midway 
through rehearsals, so we all had 
to pull together and make it good 
with out them. It was hard, but I 
think we managed,” stated Tom 
Lopez, senior. 

Even with problems, rehearsals 
worked to better the soloists, 
bands and pianists. DSusan 
Lytle 


SHINING BRIGHT! In a piano duet, Lisa 
Lindborg and Kelly Jones, seniors, cap¬ 
tivated the audience. This was the only 
act without words. 

LET’S ENTERTAIN! Revue cast sings 
the Muppet song together. This is the 
only act in which all performers partici¬ 
pated. 





IN SYNC! On base and guitar, Bob 
Barnes and Eddie Gonzalez, seniors, 
practice during a final rehearsal. Barnes 
and Gonzalez are members of Elijah 
Blue, one of the bands in the Revue. 
(Yugo photo) 
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UST TIE FACTS 


REVUE ’89 


“Revue '89." Is it a re¬ 
view of the MHS school 
year? No, it's just a review 
of the talented MHS stu¬ 
dents. 

The "Revue” is another 
type of talent show. That al¬ 
lows students who aren't 
currently in choir or drama 
club a chance to show off 
their talents. But first, they 
must try-out. 

Linda Kirk, junior, stat¬ 
ed, "I was more nervous try¬ 
ing out than when I was ac¬ 
tually performing." 

Performing in the Revue 
'89 were Tracy Bogolia, Ed 
Gonzalez, Jerry McCormack, 
Tom Lopez, Jill Wilkerson, 
Tim Macllevena, Sharon 
Neal, Heather Peters. 

Also, performing were 
Bob Barnes, Eric Canchola, 
Kelly Jones, Lisa Lindborg, 
Kevin Smith, Steve Branson, 
Buddy Pearson, Randy 
Baird, and the Vocalteens. 

LOOK HERE. Heather Pet¬ 
ers, senior, points up as an 
imitation of Barbara Streis¬ 


and. Peters also sang a duet 
with Tracy Bogolia, senior. 

HEAR YE, HEAR YE! Ex¬ 
plaining what needs to be 
perfected, Mark Owens, di¬ 
rector, has a talk with the 
performers. This was his 
first time directing the Re¬ 
vue. 





















IU5T THE FACTS 


“THE GOOD 
DOCTOR” 

On April 28 and 29 at 8 p.m., 
the MHS thespians performed 
the play. '‘The Good Doctor.” a 
comedy by Neil Simon. 

Admission to the play was 
$1.50 for students and $2 for 
adults. 



Costumes that were worn by 
the cast were from the eigh¬ 
teenth century, and the scene 
design was done very well by 
the cast and crew. 

For the first time. Mark Ow¬ 
ens, social studies teacher, di¬ 
rected the fall play. 

Suzie Tam, senior, helped 
Mr. Owens with the fall play as 
student director. 

Some students had quite a 
challenge this year because 
there were many dual roles 

Another obstacle that the fall 
play did encounter was having 
a couple cast members quit and 
having to fill the cast last min- 

Eric Lacoss, senior, took his 
part a week the play was put on 
production. 

The cast included the writer, 
Ivan, Cherdyakov, husband, 
narrator and Kistunov, played 
by Kevin Smith; the general, 
policeman and Voice, played by 
Marc Schrenker; Sonya Cher¬ 
dyakov, played by Lisa Bran¬ 
don; Madame Brassilhov and 
actress, played by Tracy Bogo- 
lia; Julia played by Theresa 
Harper; the mistress, man and 
rag woman, played by Pam Pitt¬ 
man; woman, Pochatkin and 
Kuryatin played by Suzie Tam; 
Peter played by Eric LaCoss; 
wife played by Jenny Erfurth; 
woman and sister Vonmi-Gla- 
sov played by Laura Huston. 

WHO ARE YOU 
TALKING TO?! Mark 

Owens, play director, and 
Jenny Erfurth, senior, talk af¬ 
ter a play rehearsal. This was 
his first play. (Schrenker 
photo) 



Play preparation pays off 


UIET ON THE SET! 

Sounds like a scene being 
shot for the twelfth time in an 
MGM studio or something, huh? 
Well, it’s not! It’s MHS’ Spring 
Play “The Good Doctor.” 

Acting out the different charac¬ 
ters isn’t half responsibilities put 
in front of someone in the play. 

Preparing, setting up and work¬ 
ing everything out are just some 
of the tasks each cast member 
must help with during the play 
and its rehearsals. 

“I was the student director. I 
did just about everything. I also 
had three different parts in the 
play. I also built sets, got cos¬ 
tumes, got props and put on the 
make-up,” explained Suzie Tam, 
senior and student director. 

Before a student auditions for 
the play, he or she should consider 
the responsibilities that have to 
be taken on. 

“I study my lines with family 
and friends. I went to rehearsals 
and listened to the instructions 
Mr. Owens gave me. I had to find 
a costume that fit my character 
as well as a hairstyle. I had to be¬ 
lieve I was that real person,” com¬ 
mented Teresa Harper, senior. 

Auditioning for the play is a 
major part of the whole ordeal. 

“I auditioned for the play after 
school by reading a passage from 
the play. Then, the next day I 
came back for a second audition,” 
explained Tracy Bogolia, junior. 

There also seemed to be a differ¬ 
ence in the experienced people 
and the “newcomers.” 


“The newcomers had a tough¬ 
er time learning their lines. 
Also, they were more nervous 
than the others. Nevertheless, 
they were excellent,” said Tam. 

Finally, the play may have 
conflicted with other outside ac¬ 
tivities. The play is a big re¬ 
sponsibility and consumes an 
ample amount of time. 

“I couldn’t spend as much 
time on my studies. My grades 
were effected slightly but other¬ 
wise it was worthwhile,” ended 
Bogolia. □ Mickey Good¬ 
rich 

OOOH, MY ACHING 

BONEStouring the play "The 
Good Doctor," Susie Tam and Pam 
Pittman, seniors, play their important 
roles. They play the old couple in the 
scene, Time For Love. (Schrenker 
photo) 

SAY AAAH! Pulling teeth is 
Susie Tam’s senior, specialty during 
the play. The victum was played by 
Laura Huston, senior, who was terri¬ 
fied of the doctor. (Schrenker Photo) 
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I’M TALKING TO YOU! 

Teresa Harper, senior, is being 
scolded at by Pam Pittman, senior, 
during a scene in the play. “The Good 
Doctor” was MHS’s spring play with 
junior and seniors only. (Schrenker 
photo) 


ONE MORE SHADE! it not only 
takes talent to act but also to put on 
enough stage makeup. Pam Pittman, se¬ 
nior, takes her time while putting on her 
makeup. (Schrenker photo) 


Spring Play 

















IMS! Tilt FACTS 


PROM 

On Saturday, May 20, Prom 
was at St. Elijah's Hall. The 
doors opened at 6 p.m. Many 
students showed up early to get 
good seats. 

“I didn’t want to get stuck 
eating at a table in the lobby, 
so we got there as early as possi¬ 
ble.” stated Todd Paska, junior. 


Pictures were taken by John 
Giolas. Some students went to 
other photographers. 

“I went to St. Martin’s be¬ 
cause of the cheaper prices and 
set appointment. I did not want 
to fight that long line at Prom.” 
stated Kevin Jenkins, junior. 

Dinner was served at 7 p.m. 
Roast beef, mostaccioli. chick¬ 
en, potatoes, salad and corn was 
served as the dinner. After din¬ 
ner. dancing started at 8 p.m. 
Dancing continued through the 
night to midnight. 

The crowning ceremony took 
place at 9 p.m. The past King, 
Mike Heminger, senior, 
crowned Randy Parpart, junior. 
Melinda Burkhart, senior past 
queen, crowned Margo Wilt- 
fong, junior. 

As couples left Prom, they 
were given Picture frames and 
a helium balloon to "Hold On 
To The Night.” 


SMILE PRETTY as 

they take time out from dancing. 
Mandy Belshaw, senior, and Stacy 
Upton, junior, pose for a picture. 
Prom was held on May 20,1989 at 
St. Elijia Serbian Hall. 

WHAT’S UP Enjoying 

each other's company by sharing 
a special moment together are 
Mike DeHaven, junior, and Alicia 
Fellmy. senior. The theme of Prom 
'89 was "Hold On To The Night.” 
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Largest crowd ever ‘holds onto the night’ 


“What color’s your dress?” 

“Did you order your tux yet?” 

These questions are undoubt¬ 
edly one of the first signs of the 
social event of the year, Prom ’89. 

Just when seniors thought that 
the year would never end, it was 
suddenly Spring Break, and by 
the end of March, all thoughts 
were turned toward Prom. 

In anticipation of May 20, the 
long, frustrating search for the 
“perfect” dress began, and plans 
for the special weekend were dis¬ 
cussed. 

Lorie Keegan, senior, said, “I 
had a lot of fun shopping for my 
dress, but I was relieved when I 
finally got it.” 

During the week before Prom, 
ticket sales soared. Because of the 
unusually large amount of people 
who wanted to go to Prom, appli¬ 
cations were no longer accepted 
after Wednesday, May 17. 

The deadline had already been 
extended from the previous week. 


Tom Herbert, assistant principal, 
noted that a record 312 couples at¬ 
tended Prom. 

Prom-goers were advised to ar¬ 
rive early at the St. Elijah Ser- 
bian-American Hall because some 
tables were removed after dinner 
to make room for dancing. 

A. J. Pampalone, junior, stated, 
“Our limo was late, so we missed 
dinner. Even though Prom was re¬ 
ally crowded, we still had a great 
time.” 

At 9 p.m., Randy Parpart and 
Margo Wiltfong, juniors, were 
crowned King and Queen 1989. 
Parpart remarked, “It was a great 
honor to be chosen Prom King by 
my peers.” 

The Grand March followed the 
ceremony, and then garters and 
bow ties were exchanged. 

Tracie Brooks, senior, said, “It 
was really funny watching my 
boyfriend as he maneuvered my 
garter off my leg with his teeth!” 

For many students, the fun 


lasted until the early hours of 
morning, when some finally 
caught a few hours of sleep. 

“We rented a plane that took us 
over the lakeshore in Chicago af¬ 
ter we left the dance.” stated 
Chris Sheely, senior. “It was 
something different, and we had 
a really good time.” 

On Sunday, May 21, the “Day 
After Prom,” students left early 
in search of more excitement. 

Jodi Teeter, junior stated, “We 
went to Brookfield Zoo and then 
walked around Chicago all day. 
We were exhausted, but the 
weather was perfect, and it was a 
great weekend.” 

Tracy Fernandez, senior, con¬ 
cluded, “I think that the them, 
‘Hold On To The Night’, was ap¬ 
propriate, especially for seniors. 
As I look back on my favorite 
memories of MHS, I will always 
remember Prom ’89. □ Alicia 
Fellmy 




HAIL TO THE KING! After be¬ 
ing crowned Prom King, Randy Parpart, 
junior, shows off a garder and a shoe. 
Margo Wiltfong was crowned Prom 
Queen. 

AWAY WE GO! Many couples 
rent limos for a once in a life time ride. 
Nancy Yaggie. sophomore; Kevin Jen¬ 
kins, junior; Karen Lea, sophomore; 
Penny Dres, sophomore; and Phil Kam- 
bouris, senior, all rented a limo for Prom 
night. 
















FINAI iY 


Outside graduation tradition 


"T" ears and fears were all a part 
VmI of the Commencement cere¬ 
monies. The tears were a part of 
saying good-bye to old friends. 
The fears are a part of facing a 
new life ahead. 

Even though all the tears and 
fears, no one could miss the high 
spirits and excitement flowing 
through Demaree Field. 

Smiling faces were everywhere. 
GRADUATION had finally ar¬ 
rived! 

Mike Heminger, Senior Class 
president led the class of 1989 
onto the field. Amanda Gearhart 
and Ming-Yu Tsai, co-valedicto- 
rians, and Kevin Smith, salutato- 
rian, followed right behind. 


After the invocation, Heminger 
was the first to speak. He said, 
“This is the best class: it is the 
last class of the 80’s.” 

He also added, “This is a class 
of personality as well as originali¬ 
ty.” 

Gearhart and Tsai also gave 
speeches. Gearhart said that if we 
believe in ourselves and our abili¬ 
ties we can accomplish anything. 

Tsai said it was important to 
thank parents, teachers and 
friends for all that they did 
throughout the years. She ended, 
“Don’t let your past become a 
burden but don’t ever forget it.” 

Smith concluded the student 
speakers with a speech reflecting 



Smile, you did it! After the cere¬ 
monies, family and friends joined the 
graduates on the field to capture these 
special memories on film. Around 420 
students graduated. (Eucce photo) 



Graduation 


continues with enthusiasm 


the future. 

The featured speaker was Dick 
Jackman. He kept everyone in 
high spirits and laughing. 

He said, “There are just some 
questions that can not be an¬ 
swered. For example, where does 
the Lone Ranger get his dry clean¬ 
ing done?” 

But, on the other hand, he said 
there are questions that can be an¬ 
swered, such as: “Do we like who 
we are and what we do?” 

Among all his jokes he did try 
to get a message across. Mr. 
Jackman’s point was “what we do 
has to do with the encouragement 
of each other. Power is in encour¬ 
agement.” 


He ended his speech by saying,, 
“There are two kinds of people in 
this world, happy ones and those 
that would like to be.” 

After the class of ’89 officially 
graduated by turning their tas¬ 
sels, family and friends joined 
them on the field for all the hugs, 
pictures and congratulations. 
□ Lisa Krol 

It’s almost over. Anxiously 
awaiting his diploma, Chris Zimmerman, 
senior, sits and listens to the speakers. 
Dick Jackman was the featured speak¬ 
er. (Yugo photo) 

We did it! Katrina Svetich and Tam¬ 
my Tabor, seniors, parade onto Demar¬ 
ee Field for the graduation ceremonies. 
The ceremonies lasted approximately 
60 minutes. (Eucce photo) 

















GRADUATION 

The Senior Class of 1989 
gathered at the MHS auditori¬ 
um around 3 p.m. on June 4. 
Graduation day had finally ar- 

To start off the ceremony at 
4 p.m., as the picture perfect 
day continued out on Demaree 
Field, Dr. Daniel C. Rapacz, 
principal and the master of the 
ceremonies, introduced the Se¬ 
nior Class of ’89, while the MHS 
band played “Pomp and Cir¬ 
cumstance” during the proces- 

Then, Rev. Richard J. Chris- 
pell led a prayer to the soon to 
be MHS alumni, to help give 
them guidance for what the fu¬ 
ture will hold. 

Next, the class president, Mi¬ 
chael David Heminger, was in¬ 
troduced. Valedictorians 
Amanda Beth Gearhart and 
Ming-Yu Tsai presented thank- 
you and good luck speeches. 
The salutatorian, Kevin Smith, 
talked to his peers of love and 
prosperity. 

Our featured speaker of the 
afternoon, Dick Jackman, gave 
a laugh or two. While he told the 
seniors they were adults, he 
warned the parents to watch 

After the featured speaker, 
the graduates names were read 
by Drew Furuness and Sher¬ 
man Lewis, guidance counse¬ 
lors, while the diplomas were 
handed out by Dr. Robert 
Schrenker, superintendent. 

Finally, the long awaited mo¬ 
ment for the graduates arrived, 
the turning of the tassels. Dr. 
Daniel C. Rapacz, principal, led 
the graduates as they turned 
their tassels from the left to the 
right to finalize graduation. 


Graduation 






















The summer of 1988 was hit 
with the worst drought in many 
years. Throughout the midwest, 
farmers watched helplessly as 
their crops went dry. 

Nino Cammarata, senior, said, 
“I was in the sun everyday, and 
it was too hot. The dry weather 
made summer seem longer with 
the heat. To stay cool, I worked 
at a pool.” 




The World Series belonged to 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. The 
Dodgers captured their sixth 
World Series title in October with 
a 5-2 victory over the Oakland A’s 
in the fifth game of the series. 

Sean Clemenz, senior, said, 
“The Cubs should have won! It’s 
unfair that they should go all 
these years without winning a 
world series. But, Orel Hersheiser 
was incredible.” 


Vice President George Bush, af¬ 
ter serving for eight years in the 
Ronald Reagan administration, 
got the expected nod at the Re¬ 
publican National Convention in 
New Orleans in the summer of 
1988. His choice for running mate 
was unexpected, U.S. Senator 
Dan Quayle of Indiana. The pub¬ 
lic opinion polls showed that the 
inexperienced 41-year-old senator 
was not a popular choice. 

“Bush could have made a dif¬ 


ferent choice, but Quayle is 
actually a fine Vice Presi¬ 
dent. The press battered him 
so bad that he was stereo¬ 
typed as young and inexperi¬ 
enced. They’ll be good in of¬ 
fice together, but Reagan will 
be a tough act to follow,” said 
Larry Wapiennik, senior. 




Current Events 
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Superstars ‘capture the gold’ at state level 



MHS BEARS STATE 

TEAM. Front Row: Keith Ha- 
seman, Brett Tubbs, Antwain 
Wilson. Back Row: Mel Pickett, 
coach, Barb Dlouhy, coach, 
Robert Watson, Scott Clark, Jeff 
Steiner, Michael Grant, Rosellyn 
Kozel, coach, Roy Haseman, 
coach. 

I DID IT! (on the cover) Mark 
Rosenbalm, senior, proudly 
holds his state medal after win¬ 
ning his 125 lb. weight class. He 
has been a state contender for 
four years. (Schrenker photo) 


Rosenbalm wins it! 

On Feb. 18, Mark Rosen¬ 
balm, senior, beat Jeff Aaron 
of Chesterton in the state fi¬ 
nals to win the state title in 
the 125 lbs. weight class. 

The Bears follow up! 

The MHS Special Olympic 
basketball team conquered 
both semi-state and state 
games at the ISU arena. 

Sunday morning, March 
19, the Bears played the Lau¬ 
rence Legions in the state 
basketball game. With no 
challenge, the final score was 
38-18. 

Chrissy Lisch shows 
her best! 

The freshman gymnast 
was state champion on the 
uneven bars as well as sev¬ 


enth in the all-around compe¬ 
tition. 

Lisch was given the “Most 
Valuable” team member 
award after the season. 

“Although she was a fresh¬ 
man, she deserved it,” said 
Nancy Campbell, senior. 

“We were a strong young 
team, and her leadership paid 
off,” she added. 

Rosenbalm has had the 
goal to win a state title since 
his freshman year. 

He was eliminated in the 
first round at the state finals 
his freshman year, but in his 
sophomore year at 98 lbs., he 
was third. And he eventually 
reached second his junior 
year. Finally, his senior year 
he achieved this four-year-old 


goal. 

“This year was different 
from the last four basically 
because I had more experi¬ 
ence,” he said. 

The accumulated efforts of 
Tom Cameron, wrestling 
coach, Mike Krutz, motiva¬ 
tor, along with Rosenbalm’s 
parents, God and more expe¬ 
rience were the “little some¬ 
thing extras” that helped him 
achieve a state title. 

At age nine, Rosenbalm be¬ 
gan freestyle wrestling in the 
AAU Southlake Wrestling 
Club. 

Collegiate wrestling is next 
on Rosenbalm’s agenda. Pur¬ 
due University and Indiana 
University are just two of the 
colleges in which he has 
interest. 

Also, striving to be the 
best, the Bears had high scor¬ 
ers with 10 points each. They 
were Keith Haseman, senior, 
and Brett Tubbs, freshman. 

“The opponents basically 
had one superstar,” stated 
Roselyn Kozel, special educa¬ 
tion teacher and assistant 
coach. 

‘‘Our defense was so 
strong; that’s why the scores 
were so lopsided,” she added. 

More victorious was the 
team being inducted into 
the MHS Hall of Fame, 
as aspired by many stu¬ 
dents who suggested the 
idea. □ Staff Reports 
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Cooking for cash nets scholarship 


Steve Dipaola, senior, re¬ 
ceived the highest score in 
the state of Indiana in a cook¬ 
ing scholarship. 

To get the scholarship, Di¬ 
paola prepared a Morraco 
grill, which is grilled ham, 
turkey, and swiss on lite rye. 
Everyone in his event made 
the same sandwich. 

Dipaola received his train¬ 
ing at Foddy’s Restaurant in 
the beginning of the school 
year. 


For the contest, Dipaola 
received his recipe a few 
weeks before the contest, 
and he practiced for about a 
week. 

In the contest he was com¬ 
peting against all schools in 
the state. The scoring was 
based on a point system. He 
was nominated for national 
competition above everyone 
in the state in his event. 

Dipaola, along with the 
scholarship, captured the 


gold medal in his event. He 
won a $1500 renewable schol¬ 
arship to one of the best culi¬ 
nary arts universities in the 
country. 

In the national competi¬ 
tion, he is eligible to receive 
more scholarships. 

Eventually, Dipaola 
“would like to run, may¬ 
be own my own restau¬ 
rant.” DCathy Bed- 
dome 


“I got started 
working four years 
ago as a dish¬ 
washer. And, now 
I am a cook at 
one of the top 
Merrillville restau¬ 
rants. I really en¬ 
joy working in the 
kitchen.” — 

Steve Dipaola 

‘‘Our defense was 
so strong; that’s 
why the scores 
were so lopsi¬ 
ded.” — Rosel- 
leyn Kozellyn 

‘‘This year was 
different from the 
last four basically 
because I had 
more experience.” 
— Mark Rosen- 
balm 

‘‘We were a 
strong young 
team, and her 
(Chrissy Lisch) 
leadership paid 
off.” — Nancy 
Campbell 












Senior video 
captures 
major events 

One thing seniors have 
to look forward to is a 
“senior video.” 
What’s a senior video, 
you ask??? 
Well, Patti Tubbs, se¬ 
nior, has prepared an ap¬ 
proximate two hour video 
tape with clips of seniors 
at their “best.” 
“It’s something nice to 
have 10-20 years from 
now. It’s also neat to look 
back and see what every¬ 
one looked like,” said 
Tubbs. 

Most seniors enjoy and 
appreciate the fact that 
Tubbs has used her time 
and money to produce 
this senior video. 
But, she has also had 
some negative opinions, 
“Stop filming me, Patti, 
turn that thing off!!” 

The expenses of her 
project has cost her about 
$30. 

“I’m trying to get as 
many seniors as possible 
in this video.” said 
Tubbs. 

Half minute spots are 
provided for students to 
purchase and to relay 
their trademark through¬ 
out their high school 
years. 

The fee for each tape is 
about $7 per tape (two 
hours). Half of the money 
will be donated to the 
Senior Class, and the 
other half will pay for 
expenses. □ Cathy Bed- 
dome 
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Student pilots train for future 


Nat¬ 
urally, all 
students at 
MHS have high 
ambitions. 

A few, however, are turning 
their dreams into reality and 
are, literally, “flying” high. 

Among the many faces in 
the hallways, there are three 
amateur pilots. 

John Vedo and Scott Simp¬ 
son, seniors, and Wendy 
Banks, sophomores, are pur¬ 
suing their interest of explor¬ 
ing the sky. 

Banks stated, “I am not ac¬ 
tually a pilot yet, but I am be¬ 
ing tutored to pass the 
ground test.” 

After the successful com¬ 


pletion of the ground test, 
Banks will start actual flight 
training. 

Banks said she became in¬ 
volved in flying after reading 
about the classes offered 
through the Merrillville adult 
education program. 

“The piloting class caught 
my eye, and I decided to fol¬ 
low up on it,” she said. 

Although Banks does not 
plan on a career in flying, she 
noted that it will remain a 
hobby. 

Vedo, on the other hand, 
will be finishing up his train¬ 
ing soon and has visions of be¬ 
coming an airplane pilot. 

The excitement of flying 
attracted Vedo. “I just decid¬ 


ed I wanted to go higher 
and faster than people in 
cars,” said Vedo. 

He also mentioned his 
aversion to the average of¬ 
fice job as a reason for 
choosing flying. 

Vedo, who has access to 
airplanes at Niemeyer Avi¬ 
ation in Hobart, has al¬ 
ready accumulated . 65 
hours of training. 

“I really enjoy flying, and 
I hope someday to fly a 
commercial jet,” concluded 
Vedo. DAlicia Fellmy 

LET’S GO In pilot training, 
John Vedo, senior, stops for a 
quick pic. Students can train at 
Griffith Airport for their basic li¬ 
cense. (Vedo photo) 
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FREE TIME 


groups add to social life 


Church 

“Hey John! What’s up?” 

“Not much.” 

“Wanna go see a movie 
tonight?” 

“I can’t, I’m going to a 
party.” 

“Really who is having 
the party?” 

“Some girl I know 
through my church group!” 

Church groups are slowly 
growing in popularity. 
They now offer much more 
than “spiritual guidance 
and education.” 

Today, church groups 
provide their members with 
athletics, travel and the 
ever popular party. 

Sporting tournaments 
are one of the many draw¬ 
ing cards of church groups. 
The basketball and bowling 
tournaments seem to be the 
most popular. 

“The tournaments are 


fun, and I get to compete 
against 

my friends from other 
churches!” said Gus Petsalis, 
senior. 

The tournaments offer the 
members a chance to show off 
their skill, or lack of, against 
other churches. 

Church groups also give 
their members an opportuni¬ 
ty to travel. 

“Church groups are fun, 
and you see a lot of new 
things with a lot of new 
friends,” said Chris Pavlou, 
sophomore. 

Whether it is at conven¬ 
tions or hopping on a bus and 
taking off for a week, mem¬ 
bers can literally see the 
world. 

Of course, the parties offer 
their share of fans. Besides 
the good times and dancing 
that come from the parties, 


many people meet members 
of the opposite “gender.” 

“Church groups are fun, 
and you meet a lot of girls!” 
said Bill Vossos, junior. 

Church groups now of¬ 
fer something for everyone. 
No matter what your 
preference, something can 


“spiritual guidance and ed¬ 
ucation.” DAnthony 
Eleftheri 

WHERE AM I? At a 

church group meeting, Nick 
Urso, junior, looks at photos 
from an officer installation. 
Church groups are most active 
and involve the entire church in 
their activities (Eucce photo) 


be found, including 



[S)[fiWli=0[Ms Big screen entertains nights 


It’s Spring! 

As many do every year, 
they will celebrate with an¬ 
other opening of the drive-in. 

This is true of many MHS 
students, who would prefer 
going to the opening night of 
the Y&W instead of a school 
dance, which did unfortu¬ 
nately happen once. 

“I like going to the drive-in 
because it’s fun to see how 
many people we can sneak in. 
One time my friend and I got 
in free by hiding in the trunk 
of a car,” said Katie Lam- 
brecht, junior. “Also it’s more 
comfortable at the drive-in 


than a theater,” she 
added. 

Of course, in order to 
be comfortable, one must 
bring along the comforts 
of home. The following 
are the top five favorite 
items taken along to the 
drive-in by students. 

1. Car/Truck 

Naturally a drive-in 

means one must “drive- 
in” and supply your own 
seat, whether it’s in the 
car or on top of the hood, 
as many prefer. 

2. Boyfriend/Girl¬ 
friend 


How many people really go 
to the drive-in to watch the 
movie? 

Drive-ins are well-known 
for causing many steamy car 
windows, even if the movie 
playing isn’t a romantic flick. 

3. Friends 

“Usually I go to the drive- 
in with my boyfriend, but 
sometimes I like going with a 
group of friends because it 
gives a chance to gossip and 
meet other people to party 
with,” said Lambrecht. 

4. Pillows/Blankets 

Used for warmth, support, 

security or maybe a playful 


fight, pillows and blankets 
are the perfect comforts of 
home. 

5. Popcorn 

Just like cake and ice 
cream, and peanut butter and 
jelly, so is a movie and pop¬ 
corn. 

Popcorn seems to be the 
best selling item, even though 
many usually avoid buying 
from the drive-ins snack bar. 

One Y&W employee com¬ 
mented about the food, “It’s 
terrible, expensive and not 
worth it.” DChristina 
Naumoski 
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State changes gym requirement 


A “new” gym law will be go¬ 
ing into effect at MHS. 

However, this standard is 
not exactly new. 

It is part of the graduation 
requirements necessary in or¬ 
der to graduate from high 
school. 

But, for some reason, it was 
always overlooked, not only by 
MHS, but other Indiana 
schools as well. It has finally 
been noticed and is presently 
going into effect. 

This new law states that all 
students must take gym in or¬ 
der to graduate from high 
school. This even excludes a 
doctor requiring students to 
“skip” a year of gym. 

“The only ones (students) 
we heard from are the ones who 
don’t like the program, and 
that is only about seven or 
eight students,” explained 
Sherman Lewis, guidance di¬ 
rector. 

According to Mr. Lewis, this 
law makes sense because peo¬ 
ple currently tend to be over¬ 
weight in the U.S. This new 
standard could help teach 
these overweight people to slim 
down and keep it off at a youn¬ 
ger age. 

In addition, if people tend to 
slim down and become health¬ 
ier, there won’t be as many 


budget cuts in the work place. 

“Health costs today are a 
burden to society. Companies 
can’t be profitable if they’re 
paying for sick unhealthy em¬ 
ployees,” explained Mr. Lewis. 

Like the old gym classes, the 
new gym classes will include 
not only physical exercise but 
also health concepts as well. 

“This includes work and 
wellness concepts, what exer¬ 
cise can do for your body, how 
it can improve your cardio-vas- 
cular system and how it can 
prevent heart attacks,” ex¬ 
plained Mr. Lewis. 

Nonetheless, Mr. Lewis also 
explained that “a person has to 
be both phsyically fit in the 
mind and the body.” 

He explained, “You have to 
train both the body and the 
mind. If you have a problem in 
both areas, it can affect your 
job, your family, etc. The body 
and mind must both be in sync. 
Both must work at optimum 
levels.” 

In addition, a new physical 
education class is being formed 
for the handicapped students 
called Adaptive Physical Edu¬ 
cation. 

Mr. Lewis explained, “It is to 
their advantage that they do 
what they can do, even if it is 
limited.” 


However, not all students 
who will be enrolled into the 
Adaptive P. E. class agree with 
Mr. Lewis. 

Monica Gonzalez, junior, 
stated, “I don’t feel it’s neces¬ 
sary. How much can this gym 
class do for me? (Monica is par¬ 
alyzed from the waist down). 
I just feel that this class is go¬ 
ing to be time consuming be¬ 
cause there will be a limit on 
what I can do. I don’t feel it will 
be beneficial.” 

The coaches will be specified 
by each of the student’s doctor 
of what the student is able to 
do. Then the coaches will make 
a schedule that will fit the stu¬ 
dent’s abilities. 

Rick Wimmer, physical edu¬ 
cation teacher, will be trained 
in this area in order to teach 
these students. 

In fact, he has already 
attended one workshop ses¬ 
sion over spring break and 
will be attending more ses¬ 
sions over the summer to learn 
how to work with the stu¬ 
dents enrolled in this 
program. □ Tracy Gose 
PASS IT ON! Running track is one 
of the many activities in gym class. 
Starting next year, gym is required 
for everyone. (Yugo photo) 



Languages 

celebrate 

literacy 


Hola, Bon Jour, Guten 
Tag! The foreign language 
department exposes stu¬ 
dents to many different 
languages during Foreign 
Language Week. 

Foreign Language Week 
is a week to promote stu¬ 
dent awareness of the lan¬ 
guages offered. 

Spanish teacher, Evelyn 
Steiner, commented, “We 
make the students aware of 
the languages we teach to 


emphasize the importance 
of foreign languages 
throughout the world.” 

Many students and 
teachers feel that foreign 
language week is beneficial. 

“I think Foreign Lan¬ 
guage Week does encourage 
students to take a foreign 
language because they see 
things around them that re¬ 
lates to a language, and 
they will want to learn 
more,” stated French stu¬ 


dent, Kim (Dominique) 
Sutkowski, junior. 

Mrs. Steiner added, 
“The students involved 
learn more about the lan¬ 
guage they study and about 
the customs and the way of 
life in the different coun¬ 
tries where that language is 
spoken.” 

A variety of things are 
done during Foreign Lan- 
gauge Week. Students par¬ 
ticipated in a contest of 
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who can identify the most 
languages from a poster 
which says “Welcome” in 
many different languages. 
Also, the display windows 
and halls were decorated. 

Mary Ann Bertram, 
Spanish teacher, added, 
“The most interesting part, 
I think, is having students 
talk in a foreign language 
over the intercom during 
the morning announce¬ 
ments.” 


Mrs. Steiner concluded, 
“Very few adults in the 
United States can speak a 
foreign language with even 
minimal competency. This 
has already hurt us in diplo¬ 
matic relations, industry 
and trade and will continue 
to affect our status in the 
world. Do something now 
to make your future more 
interesting; learn a for¬ 
eign language!” DHel- 
en Vraniskoski 


Blueprints take over 

Starting in the spring of 1989, MHS will be starting 
its renovation. 

With the rebuilding of the school, MHS should im¬ 
prove academically as well as athletically. 

For example, MHS will to have more classrooms with 
more available space in each of them after for the renova¬ 
tion. 

Nathan Lee, sophomore, said, “I think with more class¬ 
rooms, academics will increase. Because when some classes 
become full, you are forced to take another class which you 
may not like.” 

Next, the renovated school will have an improved 
sports facilities. 

For example, Jim Joseforsky, senior, commented, 
“With the new gymnasium being built and the new baskets 
with unbreakable rims, I think it will benefit the upcoming 
basketball players. I was tired of always breaking the rims 
from my slams.” 

Jerry Philips, senior, stated, “I think the baseball team 
will get even better because right now we have one field to 
practice on which is always crowded. With the addition of 
two more fields, practices should not be as crowded.” 

Dan Gagoff, junior, said, “With added soccer fields 
just for the soccer team, I definitely think our team will be 
better. Because in the previous years whenever our team 
wanted to practice, the practice fields were always filled 
up.” 

Mike Pampalone, senior, concluded, “I think with the 
added classrooms and increased athletic facilities, MHS 
will be able to compete with the better schools in academics 
and athletics.” DSean McNab 

KEEP IT SIMPLE . Architects from A.E. Brown are working on 
the renovation blueprints. Mary Curran, librarian, Bev Bashia, Media 
Director, and Joe Shaw, architect, discuss library plans. (Schrenker 
photo) 
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‘Some like it hot,’ but not that hot 


It was 8 a.m. in the middle 
of July. The tanning index 
was 9.8, and West Beach was 
already packed full of 
bronzed bodies in search of re¬ 
lief from the heat. 

As temperatures soared 
into the upper nineties, some 
students found the humidity 
too unbearable to even hit the 
beach. 

“Without the rain, there 
was no way to cool off the hot 
weather, so I didn’t go to the 
beach as much, because it 
was too hot and sticky,” said 
Dawn Nack, senior. 

The drought also had an af¬ 
fect on water usage. Crown 
Point found it necessary to 
impose a water restriction on 
its citizens. 

Laurie Koritko, senior, 
commented, “Everyone’s 
yard looked awful this sum¬ 
mer, but we were allowed to 
water lawns, wash cars and 
fill pools only every other 
day,” she said. 

Despite the sweltering con¬ 
ditions, some students adapt¬ 
ed well. 

“Although it was really hot 
when I cycled this summer, I 
just kept a lot of bananas 
with me to stock up on potas¬ 
sium,” said Ken Barnes, 
senior. 

Kim Sutkowski, senior, 
added, “When it got too hot 
to just lay out, I floated 
around on a raft in my pool.” 

The mercury climbed to 90 
degrees or above nearly 50 
times this summer, breaking 
the old record set back in 
1955. 

Northwest Indiana also en- 

H 


dured seven days of 100 de¬ 
grees or more, reaching a high 
of 104 degrees on June 20. 

The lack of rain, in addition 
to the heat, destroyed well 
over $150 million worth of 
farm crops in the Midwest. 

Patti Tubbs, senior, stated, 
“My favorite fruits and vege¬ 


tables cost more, so I was 
forced to eat more junk 
food.” 

Although cooler temps 
and recent rainfall provid¬ 
ed temporary relief, citi¬ 
zens of the United States 
will suffer the effects of the 
1988 drought for several 


years to come. □Alicia) 
Fellmy 

HEAT IS ON! Jeff Smith, se¬ 
nior, tries to handle the heat during 
class. Although school officials ex¬ 
pected 100-degree temperatures; 
fortunately, the weather cooled off 
when school began. (Schrenkerj 
photo). 












It became an international ef¬ 
fort of good will. Russians and 
American rescuers cut through 
the ice in Alaska to save two Cali¬ 
fornia gray whales. 

The whales were trapped in 
the ice for more than three 
weeks. News media from around 
the world converged on the tiny 
village of Barrow, Alaska, to cov¬ 
er the successful rescue. 

“I thought it was great that 
they helped the whales,” said 
Jenny Trivette, senior, “but I 
think there was too much media 
coverage and hype. It didn't real¬ 
ly serve a purpose to get all coun¬ 
tries involved. They were trying 
to be in the limelight when they 
should have been concentrating 
on the lives of the whales, not the 
television cameras.” 


The shuttle Discovery blasted 
into orbit in September, the first 
space flight since the shuttle 
Challenger mission ended tragi¬ 
cally 73 seconds after lift-off on 
Jan. 28, 1986. 

The Discovery ended its suc¬ 
cessful four day, 1.6 million mile 
mission with a triumphant land¬ 
ing at Edwards Air Force Base in 
California. 

“I saw it on the news about 300 
times,” said Margo Wiltfong, ju¬ 
nior. “It’s great that we’re sur¬ 
passing the Soviet Union in space 
travel because they thought they 
were cool and now we’re doing bet¬ 
ter. As long as they don’t start a 
nuclear war with us. I’ll be hap- 

py” 


President Ronald Reagan and 
Soviet Leader Mikhail S. Gorba¬ 
chev worked for several years to 
bring the two countries together. 
After a treaty was signed to elimi¬ 
nate certain nuclear weapons, 
1988 was the year the efforts of 
these two leaders went into effect. 

“I’m glad they got together to 
get rid of this nuclear weapon 
stuff,” Amy Santeramo, junior, 
said. “I don’t want a nuclear war 
to happen because I’m scared of 
it. It’s a horrible thing to happen.” 


Canadian Ben Johnson (left), 
looks over at arch rival Carl Lewis 
at the finish of the 100-meter race 
in the 1988 Summer Olympics at 
Seoul, South Korea. 

Johnson won the gold medal 
but was later disqualified after 
traces of an anabolic steroid was 
found in his system. 

“Ben Johnson had great poten¬ 
tial and he blew it,” said Suzie 
Tam, senior. “He was not too 
smart. He’s been in the business 
long enough to know that he was 
wrong. But he should be given an¬ 
other chance because he could set 
a good example if he straightens 
up.” 
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OH, SAY CAN YOU SEE. Kim Runholt, senior, plays 
her trumpet during a football pre-game. The band 
played pre-game and halftime at football games, plus 
throughout basketball games. 

FOR A DRUG FREE WORLD. After a pep rally, bal¬ 
loons were launched near the swimming pool exit. 
The rally was optional, and students paid 25 cents 
as an entrance fee. (Yugo photo) 




















USHING 


AHEAD 


7:30 a.m. Those morning announce¬ 
ments sure get boring. 

But then. 

“There will be a Student Council 
meeting today at 3:05 for all members con¬ 
cerning the upcoming ski trip.” 

Finally! Being involved has its bene¬ 
fits. 

Or maybe that French Club party is 
more important. 

Later on in the day, Jerry Reinhart, 
auditorium director, announces that the 
next Vocalteen engagement will be Sun¬ 
day afternoon. 

Smiles are seen across the room be¬ 
cause there is a free dinner afterward. 

All right, so being involved is socially 
expensive, (what else would one be doing 
at 3:05) and not always light on one’s bud¬ 
get either, but it is a way of life for many. 

It’s individuality through unity. 

3-2-1-BLASTOFF. As a physics experiment, JETS members 
Bob Walsh and Jason Seale, seniors, launch a rocket as 
Larry Wapiennik and Ming Tsai, seniors, observe. JETS club 
also sponsored a physics Olympics. (Schrenker photo) 
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Club members 
constantly found ways 
to raise funds 


“Does anybody want to buy a 
candy bar?” 

This question was heard at al¬ 
most anytime, anywhere. 

Though the reasons vary from 
club to club, the main goal is usu¬ 
ally to sell as much as possible. 
Whether it’s cheese and sausage 
or M 8s Ms, some type of fund 
raiser is always going on. 

In the spring, the girls’ tennis 
team sold candy to help pay for 
expenses. Michelle Santos, senior 
and varsity tennis player, stated, 
“We used our money from the 
fundraiser to pay for uniforms 
and our indoor court time at the 
country club.” 

In the case of the band, their 
fund raisers were definitely going 
toward a good cause. Virginia 
Nawrocki, junior, said, “Our fund 
raising money is going to enable 
us to take a trip to Florida during 


Spring Break.” 

Marlene East, Student Council 
sponsor, stated that their various 
fund raisers, such as “Pie in the 
Face” contest, pay for decora¬ 
tions and favors for the dances 
and other expenses. “We always 
try to relate the money back to 
the school,” she said. 

Although they require much ef¬ 
fort from everyone involved, fund 
raisers are a necessity for most 
clubs. 

Suzie Tam, senior and French 
Club president, concluded, 
“Organizing a fund raiser is diffi¬ 
cult; however, the money generat¬ 
ed is worth all the hard work.” □ 
Alicia Fellmy 

FLORIDA BOUND Don Steeb, 
sophomore, helps the band raise 
money. The band played at the Epcot 
Center in Orlando, Florida during Spring 
Break. (Schrenker photo) 
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UM, UM GOOD. Selling baked 
goods to raise money for the Quill and 
Scroll are Greg Arceo and Tammy Ta¬ 
bor, seniors. Tom Lopez, senior, buys 
a baked good to satisfy his sweet tooth 
after school. (Kim photo) 

DAD, I FINALLY GOTCHA 

At a home basketball game Beth Hutchi¬ 
son, senior, gets the pleasure of throw¬ 
ing a pie in her dad's face. Mr. Hutchi¬ 
son, math teacher, was one of the three 
top money getters. The other two con¬ 
tenders were Mike Krutz, industrial arts 
teacher, and Sherm Izsak, athletic train¬ 
er. (Schrenker photo) 




CONCERT BAND — Front Row: Russ Madson, 
Bill Celerio. Jim Sullivan. Kim Runholt. Denise Or- 
lich. Lisa Brandson. Second Row: James Hud¬ 
dleston, Bill Vassos. Eric Canchola. Matt Stefan- 
kiewicz, Jim Machacez. Karen Lepley. Back Row: 
Steve Brandon, Ken Thames. Greg Harbrecht, 
Charles Kelly. Dan McCoy. 

JAZZ BAND — Front Row: Steve Brandon, Bill 
Celerio. Karen Smith. Phoebe Stoner, Joel Mick. 
Lisa Linborg. Bridgette Dervish. Second Row: Ken 
Thames. Oscar Rios. Eric Valsi. Danielle Carisle. 
Greg Harbrecht, Sean Clemenz, Bob Thames. Don 
Steeb. Matt Stefankiewicz. Lisa Leply. Dan 
McCoy. Back Row: Stan Zolodz. Chris Castle. Jeff 
Schieb. 
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School Spirit. 

What exactly does it mean, and 
why is it suddenly being promot¬ 
ed around school? 

School spirit may be defined as 
“the enthusiasm and interest the 
student body displays for school 
activities,” according to Pam Ha- 
tala, senior member of M Club, an 
athletic club that was newly form¬ 
ed. 

Previous graduating classes at 
MHS have been criticized for 
their lack of school spirit, which 
has led to a new organization de¬ 
signed to encourage school spirit. 

The Activities Council has 
sponsored two informal dances as 
well as promoting a choir concert, 
a swim meet and a basketball 
game. 

Suzie Tam, senior, stated, “The 
Activities Council tries to involve 


the entire school body in different 
school events through publicity. 
I feel that the band and choir 
should know that they are sup¬ 
ported also, along with sports.” 

Another group involved in en¬ 
couraging school spirit is the Stu¬ 
dent Council, which sponsors 
such activities as the Homecom¬ 
ing events that include Mr. Legs 
and Spirit Week. 

During Basketball Spirit 
Week, students had the opportu¬ 
nity to dress as the opposite sex, 
wear a tie, wear shorts, dress up 
and, of course, wear the tradition¬ 
al Purple and White on Friday. 

Kerri Evanyo, senior and Stu¬ 
dent Council vice president, not¬ 
ed, “This year we had a greater 
participation throughout Basket¬ 
ball Spirit Week than we have had 
in a long time.” 


Mike DeHaven, varsity basket¬ 
ball player, commended the stu¬ 
dent body on the fan support 
throughout the sectional tourna¬ 
ment. 

“I think the pep rally helped get 
everyone involved, which psy¬ 
ched the team even more. The 
fans definitely played an impor¬ 


tant role in cheering us on to th 
championship game.” 

cia Fellmy 

GOOD LUCK Jeanine Hydinc 
er, sophomore, decorates a footba 
players' locker for Homecoming. The 
pom-pons surprise the footba 
players with snacks and goodies.dui 
ing Homecoming Week. (Bridy photo 



























LET’S HEAR IT! Cheerleader Liz 
Croarkin, junior, does her routine during 
a basketball game. Cheerleaders got the 
fans to show spirit in a large roar. 
WHAT RHYTHM! During the 
basketball game halftime, Tracy Bogo- 
lia, Brenda Wieser and Michelle Owen, 
juniors, perform their pom pon routine. 
Joining a club or group helped to show 
spirit at athletic events. (Schrenker 
photo) 






















M Club, Activities Council 
add opportunities 
for more student 
involvement 


Spirit. 

It’s a little word with a big 
meaning. And many students 
were spreading the word by join¬ 
ing new clubs and taking part in 
these clubs’ activities. 

Among the new clubs were the 
Activities Council with Tom Her¬ 
bert, assistant principal, as spon¬ 
sor, and the M-Club, with Jim 
East, basketball coach, as spon¬ 
sor. Both tried to get students in¬ 
volved in school activities and 
functions. 

The Activities Council began as 
an idea of one of the seniors who 
attended the summer Leadership 
Program. Each school group or 
club sends a representative to the 
Council’s meetings. 

Kim Sutkowski, senior, said, 
“We try to get the support of stu¬ 
dents by appealing to a couple of 
the club members.” 

“Those members then try to get 
the support of their club for a cer¬ 


tain activity. Through a few mem¬ 
bers, we try to get the support of 
the whole club. This support gen¬ 
erally gets students outside of the 
club to attend the activities, 
also,” added Sutkowski. 

Joka Dukic, senior member of 
the Activities Council, said, 
“Each club or sport picks one cer¬ 
tain event in which they would 
like a great deal of fan support. 
Then we try to persuade people to 
attend.” 

The Activities Council also 
sends out “business card” size no¬ 
tices to a majority of the students 
in an effort to get them to attend 
these school functions. 

The major fund raiser for this 
club was the “Big Dance” at the 
beginning of the school year. 

Sutkowski said, “The ‘Big 
Dance’ was a great success. Hope¬ 
fully, it will become a tradition at 
the beginning of each year.” 

The M-Club, also a new club, is 


for students who have received 
their letters through participation 
in school athletics. They not only 
sponsored activities for their ath¬ 
letes, but also tried, to get other 
students to come to their games 
and meets. 

Christine Woldt, senior M Club 
member, said, “The M Club was 
a good idea. It gave a lot of spirit 
to events that normally don’t 
have. It also helped bring many 
athletes together.” 

Fortunately, most of the stu¬ 
dents have responded positively 
to the new clubs. 

Woldt said, “We hope that in 
time all students will be involved 
in some sort of extra-curricular ac¬ 
tivity.” □ Kim Zart 

LET’S DANCE . At the Big Dance, 
Steve Dipoala, junior, shows his dancing 
skills. Six hundred and seventeen stu¬ 
dents attended the big dance, which set 
a new school record. (Bridy photo) 



FEA — Front Row: Jenny Trivette, Wendy Phillips. 
Selena Perry. Katrina Svetich, Michele Santoes. 
Back Row: Joy Bridy, Jennifer DeMure, Jill Jelen- 
ick. Sue Lytle. 

DRAMA CLUB — Front Row: Jill Wilkerson. Alison 
Hawkins. Joy Bridy. Suzie Tam. Kelly Gilfillan. 
Second Row: Heather Bell. Steve Brandon. Heath¬ 
er Peters. Debie Heliums. Lisa Lindborgh, Pam 
Pittman. Back Row: Joe Morrow, sponsor. Chad 
Schlesinger, Kevin Smith. 
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New Clubs 


PUSH A LITTLE HARDER! Julie 

Wilczynski, sophomore, cycles as a part of 
weight training for track. As part of the new 
program, all athletes participate in condition¬ 
ing during season. 


KNOW WHAT I MEAN? Tom 

Herbert, assistant principal, talks with 
Jill Jelenic, junior, about some ideas that 
the Student Advisory Council can do. 
This club is a new club brought about to 
get the student body more involved in 
helping support different groups. (Yugo 
photo) 



















AWARDS 

Club experience 
the ‘thrill of victory’ 
When capturing awards, 
honors 


Awards. 

Why do students strive for 
them? 

What do they win? 

How do they achieve them? 

Many organizations partici¬ 
pate in contests. For example, the 
pom pons participated in the Pom 
Pon Kick-Off at Southlake Mall. 
They placed second. 

They also won awards for spirit 
and participation at summer 
camps. The cheerleaders also won 
several awards at summer camps. 

“We practiced for long hours 
and to place second made it all 
worth while,” stated Angel Mar¬ 
tin, senior. 

Many other clubs won awards 
for participation and member¬ 
ship. For example. Key Club 
members won patches for their 
flag. They win these for an in¬ 
crease in membership and for 


their outstanding achievements 
throughout the year. They then 
apply them to their Key Club flag. 

“It is an honor to receive 
patches, and we are proud of how 
the flag looks,” said Mary Elliot, 
senior. 

HERO also won an award for 
an increase of 48 percent in club 
membership. 

“On Awards Night, we give out 
Outstanding Home Economics 
awards to seniors and sometimes 
a special award to sophomores 
and juniors,” stated Carol Von 
Behren, FHA sponsor. 

FHA competes in proficiency 
contests at the state convention. 
In addition, Drama Club mem¬ 
bers won awards at their banquet 
for acting performances in school 
plays. Students in Drama Club 
vote on who they thought did best 
out of the Spring and Fall plays. 


“Winning an award for my act¬ 
ing in the spring play last year 
made me feel like people really 
cared about my performance,” 
stated Jenny Erfurth, senior. 

“The feeling of striving and 
working toward a goal and win¬ 
ning an award because of it makes 
it all worthwhile,” concluded 
Martin. 

Furthermore, journalism stu¬ 
dents found success when their 
work was published in other pa¬ 
pers as well as when awards were 

Amy Santeramo, junior, said, “I 
just loved having my story in the 
Herald. I feel it made it because 
of its strong, informative quotes 
and because it pertained to all 
people.” 

“All work I do on staff is moti¬ 
vated not so much by competi¬ 
tion, but more by personal desire 


to succeed,” said Santeramo. 

Along with copy, photogra¬ 
phy and layouts were judged in 
competition. 

Kim Kirn, senior, submitted 
two photos into national con¬ 
tests. She shoots for quality and 
experience. 

“Mainly, I try to do my best 
possible work with the subjects 
and backgrounds available,” 
said Kirn. 

“My two contest shots were 
definitely my favorites,” she 
continued. “One was of the Illi¬ 
nois Capitol Building. I was on 
a train at night and it captured 
the lights and the total feeling 
perfectly. It was awesome.” 

Kirn concluded, “The best 
part is the feeling of succeeding 
in something. It feels special to 
win.” □Susan Lytle, 
Joy Bridy 


ACADEMIC DECATHLON — Front Row: Bridgette 
Dervish. Ming Yu Tsai. Natalie Rodriguez. Laura 
Huston. Second Row: Jim Edgcomb. sponsor. 
Marko Iglendza. Amanda Gearhart. Jacque De- 
maree. sponsor. Back Row: George Bawcum. An¬ 
thony Eleftheri. 

JETS — Front Row: Jim Vermilion, sponsor. Ming 
Yu Tsai. Ted Smith. Back Row: Larry Wapiennik, 
Joe West. Jason Seale. 
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Awards 


I NEED MORE WHITE 

OUT! Helen Vraniskoski, junior, 
works on a layout for the yearbook. The 
1988 Merrillvue was given the All-Ameri¬ 
can rating for the first time. (Goodrich 
photo) 

REALLY! Looking through the 
school newspaper, Chaundra Reno, se¬ 
nior, reads the interesting articles. The 
Mirror received several local, state and 
national awards. (Schrenker photo) 


IT SAYS HERE Jeff Yelton, sci¬ 
ence teacher, takes time out to help 
Ming Tsai and Joe West, seniors. Mr. 
Yelton found time to help members of 
the Academic Super Bowl team. (Yugo 
photo) 































When final bell rings, 
activities come alive 


School is out. 

Some students get ready to go 
home as others prepare them¬ 
selves to stay after school. 

There are various reasons stu¬ 
dents stay after school, as in 
sports, clubs or tests. Students 
stay an average of two hours a 
day. 

Sharon Neal, sophomore, stat¬ 
ed, “I usually get home between 
5 and 6 p.m.; it depends upon the 
activity.” 

Staying after school doesn’t 
bother students. Actually, they 
enjoy it. 

“I enjoy staying after school 
most of the time to get together 
with friends and have some fun,” 
commented Tim Mcllvenna, ju¬ 
nior. 

But there are times when stu¬ 
dents want to go straight home 
and relax. When a student has 
homework and tests for the next 
day, it may become a problem for 
the student to study when he has 


to stay after. 

Mike DeHaven, stated, “I 
would rather go straight home 
when I’m hungry.” 

School activities are important, 
because it gives time to get things 
accomplished. People in sports 
can practice; clubs can have their 
meetings; and students can make 
up tests. 

“School activities are impor¬ 
tant because they help to stay 
physically fit and learn the 
responsibility of budgeting 
time,” said Michelle Owen, 
junior. □ Elaine Vranis- 
koski 

NO SWEAT! John Haws, sopho¬ 
more, spots Mark Vandermolen, sopho¬ 
more, as he begins to do chest flies. 
Many students use the weight room af¬ 
ter school for training and getting into 
shape. (Schrenker photo) 

WAIT UP . The race for the ball is on 
between Bob Orelup, freshman, and the 
opponent. Soccer is one of the many 
spring sports that practice for months 
after school. (Yugo photo) 



NEWSPAPER — Front Row:, 

toria llievski, Debbie Hotterber, Ronale Dubowski. 
Diane Hebert. Second Row: Linda Burris, Robyn 
Loda. Mike Parker, Nicole Barkasi. Nancy Knezic. 
Third Row: Danielle Carlisle, Tracy Gose, Dawn 
Ball, Dave Thomas. Back Row: Tony Ashford, 
Mike Yugo, Becky Steininger, Amy Poponas. 

YEARBOOK — Front Row: Tammy Tabor, Lisa 
Herbert, Genta Jansen, Marlene Kierzkowski, Lisa 
Krol, Christina Naumoski, Alicia Fellmy. Second 
Row: Melanie Michael, Kristi Darkins, Kim Kern, 
Sue Lytle. Tina Pavlou, Kim Zart. Third Row: Tom 
Judge, Elaine Vraniskoski, Nancy Knezic, Korri 
Frekot. Joy Bridy. Helen Vraniskoski. Back Row: 
Anthony Eleftheri, Cathy Beddome. Sylvana Vran¬ 
iskoski, Rick Eucce, Sean McNab. 
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TYPE AWAY . Joyfully processing 
words on the computer, Shannon Sam¬ 
son, junior, types her essay. Students 
were able to get extra help in the Mac 
Labs when the English department be¬ 
gan after school hours in the 'Write 
Room.' (Eucce photo) 


After School Hours 
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COMMITTEES 


Group decision making 
affects future plans 


“Whoever want’s to be on the 
party committee please stay after 
and sign up.” 

Committees! 

Committees play a big part in 
the life of every club and organiza¬ 
tion. They are set up to answer in¬ 
dividual problems, and MHS has 
no shortage of committees. 

These committees are formed 
to organize parties, fund raisers 
and membership drives. 

Many of these committees 
eventually form into organiza¬ 
tions of their own, such as the Stu¬ 
dent Advisory and Commence¬ 
ment Committees. 

What draws a student to join 
these committees? 

What draws a person to spend 
their extra time doing extra work? 

Well, according to Rob John¬ 
son, senior, it’s the feeling of par¬ 
ticipation. 

“I wanted some influence! I was 
tired of the lack of student repre¬ 
sentation,” said Johnson. 


However, the biggest criticism 
of the committees is their lack of 
accomplishments. 

“The committees try, but they 
often fall short of being heard. It 
is not their fault,” said George 
Bawcum, senior. 

Yet, things may be changing! “I 
feel my accomplishments as a 
member of the Commencement 
Committee are well worth the ef¬ 
fort. I feel we have accomplished 
a lot!” said Jennifer DeMure, se¬ 
nior. 

Johnson, who is also a member 
of the Commencement Commit¬ 
tee continued, “I know my work 
is worth my time. Things are fi¬ 
nally being done right.” 

Whether the committees ac¬ 
complish their goals or not is a 
matter for each club. Even if the 
committees don’t always succeed 
in their goals, they still remain a 
popular way for clubs to “get to¬ 
gether.” □ Anthony Eleftheri 
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HUMMMMMM . . . Lori Sell, ju¬ 
nior, and a member of the Re-thinking 
MHS committee, looks over some docu¬ 
ments. Six students represented stu¬ 
dent concerns on the committee. (Yugo 
photo) 



HMMM! CLOSE ATTEN¬ 
TION. Re-thinking about school activi¬ 
ties, Dr. Daniel C Rapacz, principal, An¬ 
thony Eleftheri, and Jennifer Erfurth, 
seniors, sit quietly and listen to the dis¬ 
cussion. This committee includes repre¬ 
sentatives from all the schools in Merrill¬ 
ville. (Schrenker photo) 


BREAKDOWN AND 
ANALYSIS Mary Ann Bertram, 
Spanish teacher, and Dr. John C. Car¬ 
lisle, parent, review the results of a stu¬ 
dent survey. The “Student-Parent-Fac¬ 
ulty’’ Advisory Committee is re-thinking 
the future of MHS (Yugo photo). 
































INVOLVEMENT 

Community projects 
help raise 
student awareness 


Student Council raised money 
in homerooms to buy food for 
Thanksgiving. The money paid 
for food for the homeless and poor. 

These clubs take time out of 
their “fun” activities to help those 
that are less fortunate. 

Not only do clubs participate in 
community projects, but also peo¬ 
ple of the town get involved. 

For example, on Nov. 15, 120 
concerned citizens, including 
MHS students, gathered at the 
Merrillville Town Hall in protest 
of the Hendricks railroad cross¬ 
ing. Teens from many communi¬ 
ties, including Portage, Lakes of 
the Four Seasons and Hobart 
added to the many protestors. 

Rudy Kapitan, Sr., the father 
of a victim of the crossing, intro¬ 
duced an organization called 
CARS, Citizens Against Railroad 
Slaughter. 

Sick children, elderly people 
and the handicapped benefit from 
clubs. For example, Key Club and 
FHA participated in helping the 
community better itself. 

Key club went to the pediatric 
ward at Methodist hospital on 
Halloween. The members of this 
club took the children stuffed an¬ 
imals and other toys. A reward for 
this was the happy faces of the 


children and “their thank yous,” 
said Mary Kate Elliot, senior. 

“At Christmas time we went to 
the Lake County Convalescent 
Center. It made their (elderly) 
year. It took a lot out of us emo¬ 
tionally. They were crying and 
holding on to us,” stated Elliot. 

Not only did Key Club partici¬ 
pate in this activity, but also in 
the Toys for Tots project. Linda 
Burris, junior initiated the plan. 
She wrote a letter to Dr. Daniel 
C. Rapacz, principal, explaining 
the project. They then had a meet¬ 
ing with Tom Herbert, assistant 
principal; Jackie Linz, Key club 
sponsor; Dr. Rapacz; and Burris. 
Miss Linz involved Key Club 
with this project and allowed 
Burris to help with it, even though 
she was not in the club. 

“I had done this in ninth grade, 
and I thought it would be a great 
thing to do at MHS,” stated 
Burris. 

The children received Barbies 
and other toys that had been do¬ 
nated. FHA bought the Barbie 
dolls and made five outfits for 
each one. 

Burris said that “the people 
who took the gifts were all very 
appreciative.” She said it seemed 
to make their whole Christmas 
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more special. 

“We often forget there are peo¬ 
ple out there who don’t receive 
Christmas gifts. This was the per¬ 
fect opportunity to recognize 
them and do all we could to help,” 
exclaimed Burris. 

Also, Quest and SADD spon¬ 
sored a “Say No to Drugs” cam¬ 
paign, which included a balloon 
launch. Jacci Fradette, senior, 
was one of the students who ini¬ 
tiated the idea through a class as¬ 


signment. 

Fradette stated, “I needed 
something big to make the pa¬ 
per.” 

Over 1000 people attended 
and participated in the bal¬ 
loon launch. 

Hoping to make the world 
a better place and helping 
those less fortunate are what 
community projects are all 
about. □ Susan Lytle 


COE — Front Row: Judy LeDuc, sponsor, Leticia 
DelReal, Rachelle Paswinski, Margaret Weber. 
Wally Cook. Second Row: Julie Olszewski. Mel¬ 
issa Sinkiewicz. 

HERO — Front Row: Karen Moore, Tasha Jansen, 
Michelle Graeber, Christen Rivera, Milena Jasnic, 
Nikki Bittner. Michele Puskar. Tammy Nuzzo, Celi- 
na Garcia. Second Row: Carol Von Berhen, spon¬ 
sor. Jenny Warden, Kime Dulio. Heather Mat¬ 
thews. Pam Hatalc. Reena Guernsey. Matt Good. 
Mike Jen. Third Row: Jennifer Jones, Beth Per- 
osky, Helen Mollick, Kevin Koveck, Jim Spencer, 
Mike Johnson, Chris Tompson. Back Row: Rob 
Nickovich, Tom Kubiak. Steve Dipaola. 
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WHO’S NEXT? Protesters fight 

for the repairs on the Hendricks railroad 
tracks which has already taken three lives. 
Joseph Zakutansky, junior, took part in the 
picketing. (Schrenker photo) 


JUST SAY NO! "Say No to Drugs 

and Yes To Life" was the theme of the Drug 
Rally. Jack Crawford, Lake County Prose¬ 
cutor, was trying to get the message across 
about drugs. (Yugo photo) 




WRAP ’EM UP Linda Burris, junior, 
helps Key Club wrap Christmas presents for 
the lower income families. Key Club has done 
many other things to help the community. 
(Yugo photo) 
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Taking charge 
comes naturally for some 


“A vote for me is a vote for open 
campus, weighted grades, new 
lockers, shorter classes, free 
pop ...” 

Organizing an effective cam¬ 
paign is a fun and necessary part 
of running for office. Yet, when a 
person is finally elected, he or she 
must contend with all the diffeent 
styles and personalities that ex¬ 
ist. 

“I enjoy my work as Student 
Council president. Sure, it’s hard 
work sometimes, but I receive a 
lot of help from the other Student 
Council members,” said Senior 
Class and Student Council presi¬ 
dent, Mike Heminger. 

Yet, what qualities separate a 


good student leader from an aver¬ 
age student follower? 

Many feel it is a person’s ability 
and personality. 

“When I vote, I vote for the per¬ 
son who can motivate me the 
most. I vote for the person I can 
relate to the easiest,” said Jason 
South, senior. 

A student leader must also be 
able to communicate effectively 
with the faculty. A leader must 
work with the faculty to solve 
problems. 

“I try to do what everyone 
wants as well as what’s good for 
the school. If there is a problem or 
complaint, I try to resolve it with 
whoever is concerned,’ ’ continued 



Hemminger. 

Still, some feel communicating 
with other people is fine, but the 
ability to listen and then act is 
much more important. 

“A good student leader must 
not only communicate the stu¬ 
dent’s concerns but also listen to 
the other sides of discussion.” 
said Dr. Daniel C. Rapacaz, prin¬ 
cipal. 


All in all, the different per¬ 
sonalities and issues are often 
set aside, while many of the 
problems are resolved. 

□Anthony Eleftheri 

WHO WILL WIN?! Attentive! 

ly listening to Marlene East, Student 
Council sponsor, the Homecoming 
Basketball court sits quietly. Mrs. 
East assisted in showing leadership 
techniques to students. (Yugo photo) 


M-CLUB — Front Row: Ed Pendoski, Mike Hem¬ 
inger, Karrin Burke, Mark Rosenbalm. Second 
Row: Mark Hidalgo, Jerry Phillips, Selena Perry, 
Amy Gornick, Marlene Kierzkowski, Ken Thames. 
Third Row: Scott Moore. Tami Picard, Jeff Hol¬ 
brook. Mike Gallegos. Cheryl Depta, Michelle Pus- 
kar, Michele Santos. Fourth Row: Scott Grono- 
woski, Randy Parpart, Kim Connolly, Melanie Mi¬ 
chael, Heather Hopper, Karen Pochop. Back Row: 
Lori Sell. Dan Sopczak. Chris Zimmerman, Lisa 
Herbert, Melissa Cook. 

STUDENT COUNCIL — Front Row: Tricia O’Neil, 
Jeff Galka. Kerrie Evanyo, Michael Heminger, 
Scott Moore, Sharon Neal. Second Row: Selena 
Perry, Genta Jansen, Erica Anderson, Jeanine 
Hydinger, Evelyn Otano, Patti Tubbs, Susie Tam, 
Amy Bumbales. Third Row: Shawndee Childress, 
Melissa Best, Becky Zawacki, Penny Dres, Jenny 
Seale. Diane Milisavljevich, Shana Levinson. Ni¬ 
cole Pavnic, Dara Todorovich. Fourth Row: Randy 
Parpart. Mark Bondra, Wendy Phillips, Christine 
Meus, Nancy Campbell, Eric Milisavljevich. Back 
Row: Joe Ivanyo, Jeff Layman, Ken Barnes, Jenny 
Hill, Anthony Eleftheri. Mike Lind, Kevin Smith. 
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SAY CHEEZ . Editor of the school 

yearbook, Joy Bridy, senior, looks up from her 
work for a picture. The editor has many re¬ 
sponsibilities and must also show leadership. 
(Kirn photo) 

WAKE UP Mike Heminger, senior, 
takes his position at the Student Advisory 
Council meeting. Heminger demonstrated 
leadership as Senior Class president as well 
as participating in many school organizations. 
(Yugo photo) 
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VARIETY 

Clubs, organization 
provide 

‘something for everyone’ 


“Hey, Bill, are you coming?” 

“No, Allen, I have to stay after 
school today for a meeting.” 

“Again? Aren’t you sick of 
those clubs yet?” 

“No, we have a lot of fun. You 
should get involved in something, 
too.” 

Have you ever heard a conver¬ 
sation similar to this one? 

Chances are that you have. You 
may have even been involved in 
it. 

“I try to get people to join clubs 
and take part in school activities. 
They don’t realize that they 
would have a good time by joining 
clubs,” said Suzie Tam, senior. 

However, some clubs put cer¬ 
tain restrictions on who can join, 
making it difficult or even impos¬ 
sible for certain people to join. 

“I like the clubs that I’m in¬ 
volved with, but there was anoth¬ 
er club that I really wanted to join 
but couldn’t because I didn’t meet 


the requirements,” said Melissa 
Snowdin, senior. 

“I think that it’s easy to join 
just about any club that is offered 
in this school. Students just don’t 
take advantage of them,” said 
Dawn Nack, senior. 

For many students, the ques¬ 
tion is not “What club will accept 
me?” but “Which club would I 
prefer to be in?” 

With the majority of high 
school students working after¬ 
school jobs, they can only be in a 
limited number of clubs. There¬ 
fore, students must decide which 
club is most important to them. 
Also, many of the students are in¬ 
volved in sports. 

“With working at a part-time 
job and also being on the tennis 
team, I don’t have much free time 
after school. So I just picked the 
club I liked the best and joined it,” 
said Christine Woldt, senior. 

Thus, students must decide 


which club that they feel is most 
important to them. And, if they 
aren’t involved in sports or if they 
don’t have a job, they are free to 
join as many clubs as they would 


like. □ Kim Zart 
SPIRIT At the basketball Home-1 
coming game Reena Guernsey, and; 
Christine Rivera, seniors, pulled ttiej 
HERO float. Many clubs participatea 
in Homecoming. 




Choosing A Club 






DON’T KIDNAP HER! Marga¬ 
ret Stiles, quest teacher has her Quest 
class do different things to make class 
more interesting. One of the activities is 
to lead someone is blindfold around to 
feel what it is like to be blind. (Kirn photo) 
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SAY IT LIKE THIS! As he reads, 

Debbie Helium, senior, quietly listen to 
Mark Owens, play director. Many mem¬ 
bers of the plays get involved in Drama 
Club. (Schrenker photo) 

LOOKIN’ GOOD At a home 

game, Mike DeHaven, junior, goes up 
for a shot. Team members give up other 
outside activities and free time to be suc¬ 
cessful in a sport. 



FRENCH CLUB — Front Row: Kerri Evanyo, Joka 
Dubic, Dawn Zapinski, Susie Tam. Heidi Basile, 
Bart Shapley. Heather Hopper. Karen Pochop. 
Second Row: Dan llijevski, Dara Todorovich, Liz 
McCoy. Jenny Zapinski, Nicole Peters. Branka 
Stevanovic. Joy Bridy, Craig Locke. Back Row: Mi¬ 
chelle Thiele. Sue Mazur, Amanda Gearhart. Brid¬ 
get Dervish. Kim Sutkowski. Tanya Yeoman, Julie 
Cichy, Susie Manojlovic. Irene Spiro, sponsor. 


Choosing A Club 


53 




















PERFORMANCE 

Students psych-up 
to face audiences 


ENCORE! ENCORE! 

To some, getting up in front of 
an audience and speaking, or 
what have you, could actually be 
an impossible feat. To others, it 
could be and everyday-kind-of-a- 
thing. 

Getting up and doing some¬ 
thing in front of an audience con¬ 
fronts MHS students in different 
ways during their high school life. 
Some can come about in speech 
class, cheerleading or pom pons. 
No matter how they come, stu¬ 
dents will meet them. 

Preparing yourself seems to 
be the biggy in a situation like 
this. 

“Just before performing, I feel 
very nervous. I often psych my¬ 
self up by telling myself to be con¬ 
fident,” explained Tammy Arena, 
a junior and two year member of 
the pom pon squad. 

After preparing for your per¬ 
formance, there are still more 


mountains to get over. The next 
mountain is FEAR!!! 

“If I’m scared to death during 
a performance, I’ll look over my 
shoulder and exchange a positive 
glance from my friend and the 
fear is gone!” laughed Claudia 
Traficante, a junior and two 
year member of the pom pon 
squad. 

When your speech or whatever 
is over, the last mountain to face 
is the audience’s positive or nega¬ 
tive reaction. 

“When I got a positive reaction, 
I feel like anyone else would feel, 
GOOD! Something you should 
feel proud of. When I got a nega¬ 
tive reaction, I just take it in 
stride and try to make everyone 
understand what I was meaning 
or trying to say,” explained Lisa 
Orosz, junior. 

No matter how one looks at it, 
getting up and doing something in 
front of an audience is something 


to get nervous about. 

Arena ended, “The activity 
might be different but the prin¬ 
ciple is the same. My job is to 
get the audience’s attention 
and maintain it. This is the job 
of any individual in front of 
an audience.” □ Mickey 
Goodrich 


RAH, RAH! Getting the crowd 
pepped up for the powder puff game, 
cheerleaders Selena Perry and Karen 
Pochop, juniors, pose in a mount. The 
juniors beat the sophomores and sen¬ 
iors in the powder puff game. 
(Schrenker photo) 

THE BEAT OF A DIFFER¬ 
ENT DRUMMER! Dressed in 
Merrillville's mascot suit, Heather 
Peters, junior, plays drums with Eric 
Canchola, junior. (Schrenker photo) 



CONCERT CHOIR — Front Row: Ricky Paz. Missy 
Flores, Angie Ramos. Jodi Baker, Leanna Paz, 
Angie Smith. Back Row: Dave Underwood Jill 
Portman, Joe Stapinski, Billy Yu, Jennifer Creech, 
Alice Ramos. Matt Eich 

CONCERT CHOIR — Front Row: Melissa Snow- 
din, Lisa Davenport, Michelle Thiele, Kelly Gilfillan, 
Kelly Tresnowski. Second Row: Kevin Smith, 
Carrie McBrayer, Greg Lollis, Pam Pittman, Randy 
Parpart, Scott Neis, Stacy Thomas, Tony Smith. 
Back Row: Nicole Philips. Jennifer Zygmunt, Mark 
Crim, Cheryl Cozmanoff, Kevin Banashak, Stacy 
Moke, Karri Mestrovich. 
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CONCERT CHOIR — Front Row: Heather Peters, 
Tracy Bogolia, Christina Vernia, Melissa Best, Jill 
Wilkerson. Second Row: Debbie Heliums, Kelly 
Jones. Matthew Piazza. Steve Figueroa, Pete San¬ 
tiago. Mike Flauding. Karen Moore, Carolyn Rain¬ 
ey. Back Row: Lila Riddle, Tim Mcllvenna, Colette 
Boswell. Ron Abascal, Ann Biancardi, Sharon 
Neal, Scott Martin, Shannon McLaughlin, Tommy 
Banzen. 

VOCALTEENS — Front Row: Max Crim, Tracy Bo¬ 
golia. Pam Pittman. Kelly Jones, Kevin Smith, Kelly 
Gilfillan. Second Row: Heather Peters, Steve Fi¬ 
gueroa, Matt Piaza, Cheryl Cozmanoff, Kevin Ban- 
ashak, Susan Mazur, Greg Lollis, Stacy Moke. 
Mike Flauding, Michelle Thiele, Randy Parpart. 
Tim Mcllvenna, Colette Boswell. 
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LET’S GO 

Field trips 
provide 

educational, fun 
experiences 
for all 


Buses arrive and an announce¬ 
ment is made for all Quest stu¬ 
dents to be dismissed from class. 

There is sudden chaos in the 
hallways from students racing out 
of their classes, throwing their 
books into lockers and sprinting 
to the buses in order to get a seat 
in the back as soon as everyone is 
settled. They are off to a learning 
experience. 

“Field trips should be an exten¬ 
sion of the classroom learning en¬ 
vironment,” said Tom Herbert, 
assistant principal. 

The Robert Crown Center, ju¬ 
nior high schools, elementary 
schools, retirement homes, Lake 
County Courthouse, plays, sports 
events, trips to other states and 
day care centers are just a few of 
the places that classes and extra¬ 
curricular clubs attend. 

These classes that take field 
trips to these places are Quest, 
cake decorating, Student Council, 
FEA, the music department, 
Spanish Club and more. 

Learning is one goal many 
teachers hope to gain when they 
go on field trips. 

Jerry Kasarda, Quest teacher, 
said, “We learn so much from 
others that are experts in these 
fields. Learning is not just limited 
to the classroom; there is so much 
more we can learn outside of the 
classroom, and we are able to tap 
these resources.” 

Substance abuse, birth control 
and sexually transmitted diseases 
are what the Robert Crown Cen- 
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ter educated Quest students. 

“I felt as though I had heard ev¬ 
erything about substance abuse, 
birth control and sexually trans¬ 
mitted diseases, but the Robert 
Crown Center gave me a deeper 
insight,” commented Reena 
Guernsey, senior. 

Shari Hodgetts, sophomore, 
said, “I believe that field trips are 
very educational. Other than 
learning out of books all day long, 
you are actually seeing what you 
are learning.” 

Along with going to educational 
places, fun places are also includ¬ 
ed in field trips. The students may 
not actually learn anything that 
has to do with school, but the stu¬ 
dents may gain more knowledge 
of interpersonal relationships. 

Student Council annually at¬ 
tends Great America at the end of 
each school year. 

“Going to Great America was a 
good chance to spend a day with 
your friends, and people that you 
normally do not spend time with,” 
said Eric Milisavljevich, senior. 

Mark Hidalgo, senior, said, 
“Field trips are great because 
your brain gets to rest from a hard 
day’s work, and the class gets to 
learn more from a friendly envi¬ 
ronment.” 

“I am real excited about this 
Quest field trip to the Cub’s game. 
I have never been to Wrigley Field 
before, and I am so much looking 
forward to it, because I hope to fi¬ 
nally see in real life Andre Daw¬ 
son hit a homer,” Hidalgo added. 



Field Trips 














LOOK WHO WE PICKED 

UP. Joy Bridy and Ronale Dubowski, 
seniors are two of the five seniors who 
were selected to attend a national jour¬ 
nalism convention at Columbia Univer¬ 
sity in New York. All of whom attended 
were on yearbook or newspaper staff 
for two years. (Kirn photo) 

AH, HUH! Learning the fundamen¬ 
tals of newspaper printing is Ken 
Barnes, senior. The Mass Media class 
generally goes on a field trip to Post Tri¬ 
bune each semester. (Schrenker photo) 



ALL ABOARD . The senior Span¬ 
ish class gets ready to travel to Chicago 
for a field trip. There they saw the Folklo- 
'rieu Ballet. (Kirn photo) 
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Band and orchestra were asked 
to perforin at Epcot Center during 
Spring Break. Having fund rais¬ 
ers throughout the year, the band 
and orchestra were finally able to 
raise enough money for the trip to 
Orlando. 

“Playing at Epcot was fun and 
exciting; all our hard year’s work 
had finally paid off,” said Sandy 
Grogloth, junior. 

“One thing that came out of 
this trip is that it built new 
friendships, and you became 
friends with people you never 
thought you would. While this 
trip was exciting, it also played an 
educational role,” said Grogloth. 

“This was my first real profes¬ 
sional performance, not like any 
MHS performance. Everything 
had to be on time, perfected and 
NO MISTAKES,” she added. 

Many teachers have problems 
with the process they have to go 
through in order to have a field 
trip, but others find it very sim¬ 
ple. 


Mr. Kasarda, said, “The pro¬ 
cess is very involved, complex and 
sometimes difficult to follow.” 

Mary Jeffries, Spanish teacher, 
added, “I have no problems with 
the field trip procedure, except for 
the transportation department. I 
have encountered some problems 
with the bus garage in the past.” 

As well as teachers having prob¬ 
lems with field trips, students 
also encounter problems. 

“When I had to get a field trip 
slip signed, a couple of my teach¬ 
ers gave me a hard time about 
missing their classes. My math 
teacher told me I would have to 
make up my math test and that 
it would be twice as hard. I asked 
him a question about a math prob¬ 
lem, and he told me to ask some¬ 
one that sits by me,” commented 
Joan Yaggie, senior. 

Mona Miller, physical educa¬ 
tion teacher, said, “I do not like 
when students miss my class, be¬ 
cause when we have tests it is 
hard to make them up. We are 


only in the classroom for one week 
in the nine week grading period, 
and the faculty is not given 
enough notice.” 

Field trips are learning experi¬ 
ences, but strange and exciting 
events have been known to occur. 

Quest had once gone to a retire¬ 
ment home. A group of girls were 
walking down the hallway when 
an elderly lady had asked them 
into her room. 

The lady showed the girls the 
dolls she makes for her hobby. 
These dolls were very unique, 
since all of the proper body parts 
had been sewn in on these men 
and women dolls. 

“A couple years ago my art 
class had taken a field trip to the 
art museum in Chicago,” said 
Heidi Basile, junior. 

“When the class arrived, we 
went to eat breakfast at Burger 


King. While our teacher was not 
looking, some ran out of the 
joint. It was so cool. We hit Wax 
Trax, Water Tower, and any 
other sight you can imagine,” 
she added. 

We were enjoying ourselves 
so much we did not realize we 
only had five minutes to get to 
the museum. When we finally 
did, we jumped into a cab and 
arrived at the museum; then 
sprinted inside. Our teacher 
had discovered that we were 
gone, but we all escaped punish¬ 
ment just like we escaped the 
trip,” concluded Basile. 

□Tina Pavlou 


I LIKE CHEESE! Mickey and 
Minnie Mouse wave to their fans at 
Epcot Center. Florida was a key at¬ 
traction to high school and college 
students during Spring Break. 
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NO WAY! NOT ME! During the 

Quest Club field trip to the hospital, Jim 
Berdine, senior, volunteers for the dem¬ 
onstration of an ultra sound test. Quest 
Club takes many field trips throughout 
the year. 

HOW PRETTY! Students in the 
MHS publication’s group gaze up at the 
Statue of Liberty as their cruise ship 
passes Ellis Island. This was the second 
time students went to the publication 
convention in New York. (Kirn photo) 



























HI MOM! During football Homecoming, Mark Hidalgo, senior, 
escorts his mother down the track. Honoring senior parents 
is a tradition during both football and basketball games. 




4:30 a.m. Most sane people are 
asleep with dreams of snow days and 
summer in full swing. Not athletes. 

Swimmers, tennis players, serious 
trainers, etc., wake up for an early jog, 
extra lap or just for motivation. Maybe 
last night’s homework needed to be com¬ 
pleted because practice ran late the 
night before. 

After school, there was no rest be¬ 
tween the weight room, gym, parking 
lots and hallways. 

Okay, so the music was good in the 
weight room, but it was often overpow¬ 
ered by the energy level of the bench 
press or bicycles. 

Teams worked together to build 
strength both physically and emotional¬ 
ly. The opponent was not always the 
toughest competition. 

The work always paid off. Maybe 
not by the score or team record but in 
personal satisfaction. 
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FOOTBALL 


“In both academic and 
extra-curricular education, 
there is a strong desire to 
develop programs in which 
the students can be 
successful. ” 


FOR THE 


New COACH intiates many changes 


Rick Wimmer, who coach¬ 
ed Zionsville to a perfect sea¬ 
son including a 4-A state 
championship, finished his 
first season as an MHS coach. 

Many people questioned 
Coach Wimmer on why he 
left such a successful football 
team to come to MHS who 
was 2-8 the previous season. 

He stated, “I was particu¬ 
larly impressed with the com¬ 
mitment to quality programs 
at MHS. In both academic 
and extra-curricular educa¬ 
tion, there is a strong desire 
to develop programs in which 
the students can be success¬ 
ful.” 

Since Coach Wimmer had 
a different philosophy, he had 


to make a few changes. 

He explained, “I started 
making changes in the de¬ 
fense by switching it to the 4- 
3. Offensively, we did the 
same types of things that 
were done in the past years 
but emphasized different 
parts. 

For example, MHS teams 
in the past did not drop-back 
pass quite as much as we did 
this year, and the option was 
more a part of the offense in 
the past,” he added. 

BUSY AT WORK. MHS 

Coach Rick Wimmer tries to pry 
game plays out of the Crown Point 
football coach. Unfortunately, it 
didn’t work; Merrillville lost 27 to 
35. (Schrenker photo) 


“When Coach Wimmer 
changed the defense to the 
zone, our defense became bet¬ 
ter because the players could 
cover more area on the field,” 
said Steve Reder, senior. 

Also, the 1988 team pleased 
Coach Wimmer because he 
thought they improved every 
game. 

“We started slowly, but 
that happens when a new sys¬ 
tem is being put in. I was very 
pleased, however, with the 
improvement we made during 
the course of the season. By 
the end of the year, we were 
as good as any team in the 
area,” commented Coach 
Wimmer. (ZlSean McNab 



RECORD 


Turning Point — “Our win 
over Valpo was a critical point 
in the season. We were 1-3 
going into the game and had 
not played as well as we were 
capable of playing the two 
previous weeks. It was very 
important for us to get a win 
and to play well to get our con¬ 
fidence. We then continued to 
win four of our next five 
games.” — Coach Wimmer 

Season Highlight — 

“Beating LaPorte at LaPorte 
was certainly a highlight. It 
had been several years since 
a Merrillville team had beaten 
LaPorte, and winning this 
game put us in a tie for second 
place with Hobart in the con¬ 
ference standings." — Coach 
Wimmer 


Crown Point 
Chesterton 
Portage 
M. C. Rogers 

Valparaiso 


MHS OPP 
26 35 

22 14 

14 28 

(forfeit) 

28 7 

42 6 

20 27 

29 13 
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OFF AND RUNNING. 

With the goal in sight, Mr. Football, 
Mike Parker, senior, runs for a 
touchdown. Despite his effort, 















CROSS COUNTRY 


“Even though there is 
not a lot of fan support 
in cross country, our 
team provides the 
support each player 
needs. ” 

Runners ignore 

LONELINESS 


Due to low support and 
lack of participation, cross 
country is considered by 
many a “lonely” sport. 

Because of this, many won¬ 
der how a person in cross 
country can stay motivated 
under these circumstances. 

Kent Thayer, senior, stat¬ 
ed, “I just concentrate on the 
meet itself and block out all 
the other surroundings.” 

Amy Gornik, senior, said, 
“I let the meet take care of it¬ 
self and forget about the size 
of the crowds.” 

To excel in the sport of 
cross country, the runner 
must commit himself to run¬ 
ning whenever there is any 
possible free time. 

“I run in the summer and 
once cross country ends, I run 
track,” commented Matt 
Good. 

Preparing for a meet might 
be difficult for a student not 
in cross country because of 
the food one must eat and the 
amount of rest one needs. 

“The night before, I eat nu¬ 
tritious foods and build up 
my carbohydrates. I try to 
also get plenty of sleep so I do 
not get tired during my 


meet,” said Thayer. 

Some cross country run¬ 
ners do not mind the lack of 
support. 

Gornik said, “Even though 
there is not a lot of support in 
cross country, our team pro¬ 
vides the support that each 
player needs.” 

Good concluded, “Even 
though cross country lacks 
support, I still enjoy it be¬ 
cause I like doing things on 
my own.” DSean McNab 

ALMOST TO THE END. Ready to 
finish in the meet, Amy Gornik, se¬ 
nior, struggles to keep her stride. 
The team finished second in the 
Lowell Invitational. (Schrenker 
photo) 



FOUR HUNDREDS METERS TO 

GO. Tracey Fernandz, senior, was 
still running strong to finish eigh¬ 
teenth at the Lowell Invitational. 
Fernandez, plagued with an injury, 
was unable to compete in section¬ 
als. (Schrenker photo) 


FOR THE 

RECORD 


"The key performance for 
the girls’ was getting first 
place in the Hammond Clark 
Invitational." — Steve Telfer, 
coach 

"The season was good be¬ 
cause nine wins is the best 
we've done, and it was one of 
our goals." — Steve Telfer, 
coach 

"Russ Madson made it all 
the way to semi-state. In route 
he placed fourth in the sec¬ 
tionals and sixth in the region- 
als. Also, Russ set a new 
school course record with a 
time of 15:49.” — Greg Pier¬ 
son, coach 


BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY 


Roosevelt 

Portage 

Griffith 


30 

36 

23 

23 

23 


OPP 

25 
36 
19 

26 

50 

21 


LaPorte 43 40 

Valparaiso 43 21 

Chesterton 36 19 

GIRLS' CROSS COUNTRY 


Morton 

Valparaiso 

Chesterton 

Morton 


MHS OPP 

26 29 

50 15 

29 30 

16 43 

15 50 

39 16 

26 30 

20 39 

46 15 

30 29 

25 33 

29 32 

25 30 
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TENNIS 


“It was really fun to play for 
the school’s pride. In 
Sweden we played for the 
community. ” 

The EUROPEAN connection continues 


The team’s top singles 
player was Tom Ros, a senior 
from Sweden. 

“It was really fun to play 
for the school’s pride. In Swe¬ 
den we played for the commu¬ 
nity,” said Ros. 

Ros has been playing ten¬ 
nis for some time now, and ac¬ 
cording to him he really isn’t 
that good at the game. 

“Back home in Sweden I’m 
really just an average player. 
And it’s funny because here 
everyone thinks that I ex¬ 
cell,” said Ros. 

“There was a difference in 
the game though,” stated 
Ros. “Here the material that 
the court is made from allows 


“I really didn’t enjoy 
playing Hobart’s Jason Ger¬ 
hart. We played in sectionals 
and I lost,” Tom commented. 

Coach Dave Zimmerman 
discussed the European con¬ 
nection. 

“For next year’s season, I 
plan to recruit more foreign¬ 
ers,” he said laughingly. 

He went on to comment, “I 
worked with a team that al¬ 
ways had an excellent atti¬ 
tude. They always gave 100 
percent and never let up. This 
made us strong in the area of 
comebacks.” 

But Coach Zimmerman 
wasn’t always this cheerful 
about his team. 


“Tom Ros made an excellent 
contribution to the team’s 
standings.” 

Steve Shay, senior, agreed 
with Lind. 

“Although he took over my 
last year’s position, Tom had 
a lot of talent and was really 
great to be around. He was al¬ 
ways making us laugh,” said 
Shay. 

Well, if winning state was 
the team’s goal, needless to 
say, they fell short of accom¬ 
plishment. 

But, with the foreign ex¬ 
change connection, the tennis 
team won new friendships. 

□ Tammy Tabor 


FOR THE 

RECORD 

Key Performance —"A win 

over Lake Station was well de¬ 
serving because my girls' 
team struggled with them and 
lost 3-2 twice. It's about time 
we get a 3-2 win against Lake 
Station.” — Coach Zimmer¬ 
man 

Season Highlights - “There 
were many highlights to 
choose from but a 4-1 win 
over Chesterton was one that 
stands out. We were losing at 
4 out of 5 positions after one 
set. We fought back to win the 
match 4-1. That's determina¬ 
tion!” — Coach Zimmerman 

Season Summary- 

“Considering that tennis at 
Merrillville has been down in 
the past, I think we were very 
competitive and shocked 
some of our opponents. — 
Coach Zimmerman 


TENNIS 


the ball to go faster. Also, you 
only play for about seven 
weeks. In Sweden it’s all year 
round,” he added. 

In America Ros did develop 
his first rival. 


Mike Lind, senior, said, 
“The team was always hav¬ 
ing fun, especially on the bus 
rides to away matches and at 
practices.” 

Lind also commented, 


HITTING IT BACK. Bob 

Orlup, freshman, runs forward to 
return a serve. Bob and Bernie Or¬ 
lup, twin brothers, play doubles to¬ 
gether for the MHS team. (Schrenk- 
er photo) 



Lake Central 

Crown Point 

Hammond High 

Hobart 

Lowell 

LaPorte 

M. C. Rogers 

Chesterton 

Lake Station 

Valparaiso 

Highland 

Portage 

Andrean 

Crown Point 
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UP AND AWAY. Great 

strength is shown by Steve Shay, 
senior, while serving in a tennis 
match. The tennis team had a new 
coach, Dave Zimmerman. 
(Schrenker photo) 


OVER THE NET. In deep 

concentration of his form, Brydon 
Yeoman, senior, swings at the ten¬ 
nis ball. The team won against 
Chesterton, 4-1. (Bogolia photo) 




Tennis — Front Row: Bernie Orlup. Scott 
McNab, Joe Moke. Greg Pastor, Mark Bondra. 
Bob Orlup. Second Row: Marco Correa. Mike 
Lind. Jeff Centanni. Kevin Tamalunas, Steve 
Shay. Mike Slys. Back Row: Dave Zimmerman, 
coach, Mike Olejnik. Tom Ros. Sebastian Ar- 
thus-Bertran, John Vedo. Craig Locke. Jim Ma- 
hachek. Jim DiNatele. Greg Walters. 

FULL OF ANTICIPA¬ 
TION. Prepared Kevin Tamalu¬ 
nas, sophomore, swings to hit the 
tennis ball. MHS participated in a 
tournament at Highland, where 
they won their first round. (Bogolia 
photo) 
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GOLF 


“We usually take matches like 
they are just practices, so we 
don’t get nervous and tense. ” 

Experience KEY to team 


Aside from the screams of 
hundreds of football fans, the 
calling of “fore” can be heard 
from a golfer in a vast area of 
solitude. 

The five member girls’ golf 
team took a new attitude in 
the way in which they ap¬ 
proached their matches. 

Debi Hofferber, senior, 
said, “We usually take 
matches like they are just 
practices so we don’t get ner¬ 
vous and tense.” 

The girls practiced every¬ 
day at Summertree Golf 
Course and began to practice 
three weeks prior to their first 
meet. 

The team was lead by three 
returning players Hofferber, 
with four years’ experience; 
Kim Shoback, also four years; 
and Patti Tubbs, with two 
years. 

Hofferber felt that Sho¬ 
back was the best golfer be¬ 
cause, according to Hoffer¬ 
ber, “She was very consistent 
in her scores.” 

The girls’ team was 
coached by Jim Vermillion, 
who has been coaching golf 


for over 25 years. 

Similarly, the boys’ golf 
team was also commanded by 
three players with four years 
of experience, including Jeff 
Graystone, Brandon Glatt 
and Mike Pampalone, sen¬ 
iors. 

The other three members 
also carry a great deal of expe¬ 
rience with them. 

Graystone said, “This sea¬ 
son the golf team’s major goal 
was to get out of regionals 
and to finish within the top 
ten at state.” 

The boys’ team also prac¬ 
ticed every day at Summer- 
tree Golf Course. 

The team had nearly an 
even win-loss percentage but 
looked to improve prior to sec¬ 
tionals. 

Max Hutchison has been 
the coach for the boys’ team 
for almost 30 years. □ 

Kim Zart 

AWAY IT GOES. After hit¬ 
ting the ball, Debi Hofferber, senior, 
follows through with her swing. The 
MHS golf team competed against 
Lowell at the Spring Tree Golf 
course. (Eucce photo) 
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FOR THE 

RECORD 

"My season highlight was 
when I holed out a 180 yard 4- 
Iron for an eagle at Portage. 
That shot enabled me to de¬ 
feat my LaPorte and Portage 
opponents.” — Mike Pampal- 
one, senior 

"There was not one certain 
performance that was out¬ 
standing, which is fine with me 
because you can only win as 
a team. ’ — Brandon Glatt, se- 


HIT AWAY. During a golf 
match, Scott Neis, junior, goes for 
his stroke. Neis has averaged 41 
strokes per nine holes. (Eucce 
photo) 


























VOLLEYBALL 


“I try to picture myself 
doing everything as 
perfectly as it can be 
done. It helps me to 
have a positive mental 
attitude and to be as 
good as I can possibly 
be.” 

Senior LEADERSHIP sparkles 


Even though this vol¬ 
leyball team had an aver¬ 
age season, one player 
probably stood out the 
most. 

Karrin Burke, senior, 
was the co-captain of the 
volleyball team. 

“Karrin has tremen¬ 
dous skills and a positive 
attitude,” commented 
Chris DeWell, coach. 

Burke is not one of 
those players who began 
playing at age four or 
five, but instead she 
started in seventh grade 
at Harrison Junior High. 

Next, no one really 
started Karrin in the 
sport of volleyball. 

She commented, “I al¬ 
ways enjoyed sports, and 
thought it would be fun 
to play.” 

As a captain this year, 
Karrin set a good exam¬ 
ple for the other players 
on the team. 

She said, “I know I 
have to set a good exam¬ 
ple for the other girls to 
follow, and I also try to 
encourage them as much 
as I can.” 

“She gets the team’s 
spirit up when it is most 
needed and is always 
ready and willing to 
play,” stated Melanie 
Micheal, junior. 

Burke really does not 
train much because she 
can’t, since she plays 


three sports and never 
gets anytime off. 

Burke explained, “I re¬ 
ally do not have any 
training habits. I just 
pretty much stay in 
shape from the condition¬ 
ing in basketball and 
softball. Also, playing 
ball in the summer helps 
out, too.” 

Since she was the 
captain, many people 
thought that she might 
not be able to put up with 
her teammates’ mistakes 
because she is better. 

Burke said, “I was in 
their spot before, too. I 
just tell them what they 
did and to get it next 
time.” 

Also, to do good in her 
game, Burke mentally 


prepares for it. 

“I try and picture my¬ 
self doing everything as 
perfectly as it can be 
done. It helps me to have 
a positive mental atti¬ 
tude and to be as good as 
I can possibly be,” stated 
Burke. 

In conclusion, Burke 
stated, “Even though we 
lost our first game in the 
sectionals, we improved 
thoughout the season 
and did not quit when we 
lost some games during 
the season.” 

□ Sean McNab 


I GOT IT! A hard spike over the 
net is hit by Karrin Burke, se¬ 
nior. Because of her height 
leadership, Burke was chosen 
co-captain. 
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FOR THE 

RECORD 


“The turning point of the 
season was when we decided 
to work together as a team 
and not rely on just our own in¬ 
dividual effort.” — Beth 
Hutchison 

“The key performance this 
year was against Mishawaka. 
They were ranked fourth in the 
state, and we beat them one 
set, close in another set but 
lost in the third set. We really 
worked as a team and felt 
good with each other.” — 
Beth Hutchinson 

“The best team effort was 
against LaPorte. We had three 
starters sidelined, and the 
team really had to dig down 
deep for strength. They did it! 
Every girl on the floor put forth 
110 percent the entire match. 
One girl helped out another 
and fought every second, nev¬ 
er accepting defeat.” — 
Christine DeWell, coach 


VOLLEYBALL 

MHS OPP 

Lake Station 16 

15 

Gavit 15 

15 

Lake Central 15 

17 

Hobart 15 

15 


Calumet 

Portage 


Chesterton 

Morton 


Griffith 


Highland 




Volleyball 





















HIT THAT BALL! After she hits 
JUMP UP HIGH! Beth Hutchi- the ball, Heather Ely, junior, 
son, senior, jumps up for the gets ready for the return. This 
hit against Andrean. Hutchi- game was played at home 
son was a front row hitter. against Andrean. 
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SWIMMING 


“Getting up at 4:30 in 
the morning is real 
tiring. I hate to go to 
bed early the night 
before. I really have to 
push myself to get 
through a whole day. ” 

Up before dawn to PRACTICE 


FOR THE 

RECORD 

“The seasons best highlight 
was when Mike Shinovich 
beat Keive Hindson of Lake 
Central for the first time ever 
and he qualified for state in the 
breast stroke.” 

"The best team effort was 
against M.C. Rogers. It was a 
DAC meet and the school 
crowd was great in supporting 
us and everyone swam their 
personal best.” 

— Mike Shinovich, Ken 
Barns, Eric Milisavljevich, 
seniors 

"Nancy Campbell was a 
team leader. She was always 
trying to get everyone to cheer 
on the others along with her¬ 
self." 

"This was the best season 
in the six years that I've been 
coaching." — Jim Nickolov, 
coach. 


GIRLS' SWIMMING 

MHS OPP 

Hammond 117 47 

Chesterton 54 116 

Highland 56 117 

LaPorte 79 92 

Gavit 117 50 

Valparaiso 67 104 

Hobart 68 99 

Lowell 109 57 

M.C. Rogers 92 78 

Portage 64 109 

Calumet 114 53 

Munster 66 108 

Crown Point 112 53 


it is 6 a.m. the alarm goes 
off, and students begin to get 
ready for school. But, not the 
swimmers, they are on their 
20th lap in the pool. 

The team spends many 
hours practicing. They at¬ 
tend practice five days a week 
and sometimes on Saturdays. 

The rough part about prac¬ 
tice is being there in the 
morning before school begins. 

Traci Lynch, junior, stat¬ 
ed, “Getting up at 4:30 in the 
morning is real tiring. I hate 
to go to bed early the night be¬ 
fore. I really have to push my¬ 
self to get through a whole 


day.” 

Even though swimming 
and diving can be considered 
a leisure sport, it takes plenty 
of hard work and practice to 
be in competition. 

Lynch added, “Swimming 
interests me because it gets 
me in shape. Also, it gives me 
a chance to improve when 
challenging other teams.” 

Encouragement from the 
teammates helps the team ex¬ 
cel. 

Lynch said, “Everyone 
helps each other by motiva¬ 
tion. I feel the coach and the 
other teammates help me a 


lot in order to make a better 
time.” 

Before swimming season 
begins, some swimmers stay 
in shape by participating in 
other swimming events. 

Joe Kramer, junior, added, 
“I swam in the AAU team to 
get better for the MHS 
team.” 

Many swimmers and di¬ 
vers set individual goals. 

Diver Doug Collie, senior, 
stated, “The only real thing 
that keeps me going is my de¬ 
sire to enter the Olympics.” 

Other students feel their 
first goal is to enter college. 

Kristi Darkins, junior, con¬ 
cluded, “I hope to be able to 
swim in college, because I 
want to achieve a higher goal 
than I did in high school.” □ 
Helen Vraniskoski 



ONLY SKIN DEEP. Going 

for a high score Dave Sanock, ju¬ 
nior, tries during the dive. Concen¬ 
tration is needed before doing a 
dive. (Yugo photo) 


AM I THERE YET? striv¬ 
ing to the finish line, Kristin Erdelac, 
senior, goes as fast as she can. Ev¬ 
ery swimmer had a set goal they 
were going for throughout the sea¬ 
son. (Schrenker photo) 























JV SPORTS 


“It does not bother 
me that much to play 
junior varsity because 
I know when I am an 
upperclassman I will 
probably be on the 
varsity team. ” 

Putting in time to MAKE it big 


When playing sports in 
high school, many under¬ 
classman must go through a 
process of being on a junior 
varsity team. Even though 
this is considered a high 
school team, the fan support 
and the spotlight the team 
gets is not as great. 

“It does not bother me that 
much to play junior varsity 
because I know when I am an 
upperclassman I will prob¬ 
ably be on the varsity team,” 
stated sophomore, Steve Tas- 
coff. 

Also, when playing on a ju¬ 
nior varsity team many 
players get picked on or 
teased by varsity players be¬ 
cause they are smaller. 

Jim Janda, junior varsity 
basketball player, comment¬ 
ed, “I don’t let it bother me 
because I know in a few years 
I can do the same thing.” 

Eric Chapman, junior var¬ 
sity baseball player, explain¬ 
ed, “I’d rather play varsity 
but I’ll play junior-varsity 
and then move up to play var¬ 
sity.” 

Therefore, even though ju¬ 
nior varsity does not have all 
of the glamour in the world, 
many students would rather 
play a junior varsity sport 
and then move up to varsity 
then play no sport at all. □ 
Sean McNab 



JV Basketball — Front Row: Brian Modglin, Steve Tomondl, Bob Rogers, Joe Ivanyo, Jim 
Steve Michevski, Eric Baker, Adam Aznar, Troy Janda. Don Slys. coach. 

Gill. Tom Banzan. Back Row: Eric Pachapa, 



FOR THE 

RECORD 


“I think a JV sport will help me in varsity 
sports being out there every day and working 
with all the other players and coaches taught 
me self-discipline and teamwork. So, when I am 
put in a varsity sport, I know exactly what to 
expect and how much to contribute to my fel¬ 
low teammates.” — Marc Sullivan 

“In ninth grade, I went to the high school 
and wrestled junior varsity sometimes. This 
helped me out a lot because I was able to learn 
from the varsity wrestlers. When I wrestled ju¬ 
nior varsity my sophomore year, I was disap¬ 
pointed because a ninth grader had taken my 
spot and my chances of varsity by my senior 
year were diminished.” — Jamie Nixon 

“While I was on a junior varsity sport, the 
varsity girls were very helpful in preparing me 
for my following years. While I was playing my 
first year of basketball, I did not enjoy it that 
much, but the older girls attitudes helped me 
to stay on the team.” — Beth Hutchison 

“I believe that being on a junior varsity 
sport will help me in the future as a varsity 
player. JV football has given me much experi¬ 
ence and practice for my future years on var¬ 
sity. At first, I hated practices because I felt 
JV players were not given enough attention for 
their effort and the crowd capacity was insul¬ 
ting. Later in the year, I knew that overall, this 
improved my playing and brought me closer 
to varsity.” — Kevin Brant 


JV Baseball — Front Row: Jason Riese. Den¬ 
nis Meeks. Vic Garcia. Eric Chapman. Second 
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JV Sports 


evski, Mike Pruzin. Back Row: Mike Krutz. 
coach, Neil Feterick. Noah Bradach, Tommy 
Banzen, Ron Schmidt, Brian Vowel, coach. 



















I’LL GET IT! Charles Kelly, 
senior, fights to get the ball before 
his opponent. The boys basketball 
team had 12-11 season. (Schrenk- 
er photo) 


Boys’ Basketball 



CLOSER AND CLOSER 

During the basketball homecoming 
game, Rick Mayersky, junior, goes 
around his defender, Schrenker 
photo) 


























BASKETBALL 


“After the slow start 
with a 1-4 record, we 
played fairly 
consistent and 
competitive to win 12 
and lose 11“ 

Consistent EFFORT produces wins 


FOR THE 

RECORD 

"Beating East Chicago Cen¬ 
tral and making it to the cham¬ 
pion game of the sections was 
exciting." — Mike DeHaven 

' The five game winning streak 
beginning the New Year made 
the difference." — Jeff Lay¬ 
man 


BOYS' BASKETBALL 


Munster 
West Side 
Gary Wallace 
Andrean 
Valparaiso 
Hammond 
Crown Point 
Lake Central 

Chesterton 
Lake Central 
Hammond Gavit 
Crown Point 
LaPorte 
Michigan City 

Gary Roosevelt 
Highland 
East Chicago 
Lowell 


MHS OPP 
72 57 

49 70 

39 80 

51 53 

39 57 


71 64 

59 62 

67 56 



Although the team had 
lack of experience, the Pirates 
managed to stay consistent 
throughout the season. 

According to Jim East, 
coach, “After the slow start 
with a 1-4 record, we played 
fairly consistent and competi¬ 
tive to win 12 and lose 11.” 


With a difficult schedule, 
the team had to play tough 
and aggressive every game. 

Coach East added, “All 
players played hard, but 
Mike DeHaven played the 
most consistent all season 
and in the tournament.” 

The Pirates improved and 


continued the tradition of 
having a winning season. 

The Pirates only had four 
returning letterman, includ¬ 
ing Jim Joseforsky, Michael 
Parker, Charles Kelly, sen¬ 
iors, and Ricky Mayersky, ju¬ 
nior. 

Coach East said, “This was 
the most inexperienced team 
in nine years.” 

Therefore, practices be¬ 
came an essential part of the 
basketball program. “The 
practices were challenging, 
and everybody was working 
hard,” said DeHaven. 

Randy Parpart, junior, 
added, “Practices were pret¬ 
ty good. Everyone worked 
hard to improve themselves 
individually as a team.” 

Team effort was evident as 
the Pirates went on a winning 
surge in the middle of the sea¬ 
son. 

Winning six out of seven 
games, the team had balance. 
“We were not a selfish team. 
We were always trying to 
bring each other up,” added 
Parpart. □ Lisa Herbert 

IT’S ... ?! The other players 
watch carefully to see if Jim Jose¬ 
forsky, junior, makes the basket 
against the Lake Station Eagles. All 
the team members helped each 
other out to have a winning season. 
(Schrenker photo) 



Boys’ Basketball 






















DRIBBLE UP! After looking for 

an open player, Faye Papalazarou, 
sophomore, starts to dribble the ball. 
This year athletes are required to pass 
four solid classes in order to be eligible. 
(Berdine photo) 



GIRLS' BASKETBALL — Front Row: Susie 
Yurchak. Melissa Cook, Faye Papalazarou, 
Lori Sell, Lisa Herbert, Tammy Picard, Janie 
Wilczynski. Back Row: Jim Vermillion, coach. 
Nicole Vermillion. Chris Charlesworth. Stacy 
Harris. Karrin Burke. Melanie Michael, Dave 
Demuth. coach. 


A VIEW TO KILL! Lisa Her¬ 
bert, senior, stares down the E.C. 
Central defense in an effort to run 
the offense. The Lady Pirates were 
defeated at the tournament. 
(Schrenker photo) 




Girls’ Basketball 



















BASKETBALL 


“Winning sectionals 
for the first time since 
1981, plus making the 
winning basket with 
seconds left, was the 
biggest highlight of my 
season. ” 

Ladies SUCCEED in sectionals 


FOR THE 

RECORD 

“The turning point of the sea¬ 
son definitely had to be the 
win over Benton Central. It 
was so amazing because ev¬ 
eryone was tired and just 
wanted the game to be over 
with. This win helped us have 
the right attitude for the rest 
of the season.” — Melissa 
Cook 


GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
15-5 

MHS OPP 

E.C. Central 55 72 

Wallace 49 53 

Mother McAuley 59 60 

LaPorte 45 40 

Portage 52 45 

Chesterton 63 42 

Andrean 55 44 

Lake Station 65 38 

Wallace 66 54 

Gary Roosevelt 38 47 

Hobart 61 41 

Lafayette Jeff 47 45 

Benton Central 73 72 

Valparaiso 81 49 

Calumet 60 59 

M.C. Rogers 57 50 

Andrean 54 26 

Crown Point 49 44 

Roosevelt 33 64 


At the beginning of the 
Lady Pirates basketball sea¬ 
son, many critics thought the 
team would have a rocky sea¬ 
son. 

The Lady Pirates proved 
them wrong during the sea¬ 
son by beating state runner- 
up Benton Central. 

“We wanted to win this 
game especially because they 
were so highly ranked,” stat¬ 
ed, senior co-captain, Karrin 
Burke. 

Also, winning the section¬ 
als was another highlight for 
the Lady Pirates. 

Co-captain Lisa Herbert, 


senior, said, “Winning sec¬ 
tionals for the first since 
1981, plus making the win¬ 
ning basket with seconds left, 
was the biggest highlight of 
my season.” 

The Pirates highlighted 
their season by winning the 
Merrillville Holiday Tourna¬ 
ment. In the first game, they 
beat cross-town rival An¬ 
drean, and for the champion¬ 
ship, they beat Lake Station. 

“Our team performed with 
a lot of confidence and 
showed improvement 
throughout the season,” said 
Burke. 


The Lady Pirates conclud¬ 
ed their season by winning 
their sectional. They beat An¬ 
drean, arch-rival Crown Point 
and followed with a win over 
highly respected Calumet. 

To conclude, Herbert said, 
“I felt so relieved after we 
beat Crown Point in the sec¬ 
tionals. We lost to them every 
year, and they were the ones 
to beat.” □ Sean McNab 

UP FOR THE SHOT as 

Karrin Burke, senior, shoots the 
ball, Lori Sell, junior, and Faye Pa- 
palazarou, sophomore, get ready 
for the rebound. Merrillville won 60- 
59 with three seconds to go by Mel¬ 
issa Cook's three point shot. (Ber- 
dine photo) 



















GYMNASTICS 


"The future of the team 
is incredible. There is so 
much talent 

Dedication, motivation KEY to team 


Balance, coordination, de¬ 
termination and flexibility 
are just a few of the character¬ 
istics needed to be a gymnast. 

The MHS gymnastic team 
has surely proven they have 
all of these and more. 

The team to third place in 
the state competition. 

Motivation is one of the 
keys to the team’s success. 
Michele Puskar, senior, com¬ 
mented, “The other team 
members and improvement 
motivates me. Whenever I 
learn a new trick, it makes me 
want to practice more.” 

During season, the team 
members practice about six¬ 
teen hours a week. 

Nancy Campbell, senior, 
said, “Some gymnasts choose 
to practice all year. They 
compete in USGF and AAU 
meets. Summer practices are 
three times a week for four 
hours.” 


Everyone getting along 
and supporting each other is 
part of being successful. 

“Team unity is so impor¬ 
tant,” said Campbell. 

Most of the team members 
will be back next year. Camp¬ 
bell concluded, “The future of 
the team is incredible. There 
is so much talent.” 

Most of the team consists 
of underclassmen, including 


state champ, Chrissy Lisch, 
freshman. 

Lisch won first place at 
state in the event. □ Lisa 
Krol 


WHERE’S THE BEAM?! 

Chrissy Lisch, freshman, holds a 
handstand at the regional meet in 
Valparaiso. Lisch then went on to 
finish first in the uneven bars at the 
state finals in Indianapolis. 



FOR THE 

RECORD 

“This year’s team was an up 
and down team. Luckily we 
were up' when it counted. Our 
rematch against Chesterton in 
the regional meet proved once 
again that mental toughness 
is a very important aspect of 
an athlete's preparation. Our 
kids were mentally tough 
when it counted.” — Diane 
Roberts 


M.C. Rogers 



LaPorte 

Portage 

Crown Point 

Chesterton 

Valparaiso 

Highland 


OPP MHS 


97.5 54.90 

105 86.90 

98.40 86.70 
99.10 91.70 


04.05 105.10 
03.10 100.85 
06.10 92.50 


Gymnastics 
























WHAT’S NEXT? Concen¬ 
trating hard on the next moves of 
her floor routine is Vicky Toledo, 
sophomore. Toledo competed in 
the state meet on the floor and vault 
exercise. 


NOW LISTEN HERE. 

Diane Robert s, coach, instructing 
Jenny Zapinski, sophomore, on 
her next vault at the sectional com¬ 
petition. Zapinski was a Merrillville 
competition in the all-around com¬ 
petition at the state meet and fin¬ 
ished sixth on vault. 



Gymnastics 
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WRESTLING 


"I felt comfortable 
going into finals. A 
little nervous, too; but 
everyone is nervous. ” 

Mark Rosenbalm SHINES in finals 


The lights went down. The 
spotlight came on, and the In¬ 
diana state wrestling finals 
began. 

Everyone was on the edge 
of their seats, but no one more 
so than the young man com¬ 
ing up in the 125-pound 
weight class. 

This is the chance at state 
championship was something 
that wrestler Mark Rosen¬ 
balm, senior, had been wait¬ 
ing for through his four years 
of high school. 

During Rosenbalm’s soph¬ 
omore year, he qualified for 
the state meet at 98 pounds 
but was only to take third 
place that year. 

Once this was established 
and Rosenbalm had gotten 
his feet wet and knew the 
ropes, his junior year he again 
qualified for the state meet. 

He was to meet another 
wrestler who would only 
stand in front of his yet again 
unattainable dream. This 
young man was Lance Ellis at 
112 pounds. However, Rosen¬ 
balm came in as runner-up 
again. 

The next year due to the 
foresight of Tom Cameron, 
coach, Mark Rosenbalm 
moved up in weight out of 
Lance Ellis’ division. 

Rosenbalm added, “Now 


that it’s over, it was a really 
good move, and I’m glad I 
moved up.” 

Finally, after having wres¬ 
tled since the age of nine, and 
with an attitude that he 
couldn’t come back and get 
them next year, he faced 
Chesterton’s Jeff Aaron, and 
he beat him in the finals. The 
match was over in the second 
half of the first period when 
Rosenbalm headlocked Aar¬ 
on and got him, 6-1. 

Rosenbalm said, “I felt 
comfortable going into finals. 
A little nervous, too; but ev¬ 
eryone is nervous.” 

Not only was this the mo¬ 
ment that Rosenbalm had 
been waiting for, but it was 
also the fifth time this season 
that Aaron and Rosenbalm 
had faced off. Aaron’s record 
was 36-5, and all of his loses 
were to Rosenbalm. 

Rosenbalm finished his ca¬ 
reer with wins at invitation- 
als, tournaments, sectionals, 
regionals and semi-state. Ro¬ 


senbalm’s high school wres¬ 
tling career ended with a 
state championship. He com¬ 
pleted the season, 42-0. 

“I’d personally like to 
thank MHS’s trainer Sher¬ 
man Iszak for helping me 
overcome all my injuries and 
nutritional problems. But 
overall, I just want to thank 
Coach Cameron. He was 
great coach and like a second 
dad to me. I was lucky,” said 
Rosenbalm. 

Rosenbalm wasn’t the only 
wrestler to travel to state. Ed 
Pendoski, junior, wrestled at 
140 pounds, but he was elimi¬ 
nated in the first round at 
Market Square Arena. 

Also, Mark Hidalgo, senior, 
competed in the heavyweight 
division. He finished fourth 
at state. □ Danielle Car¬ 
lisle 

GET OFF • Trying to pin his op¬ 
ponent, Ed Pendoski, junior, tries 
his techniques. Pendoski qualified 
for state at the 140 weight class. 
(Yugo photo) 
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FOR THE 

RECORD 

"I thought the overall im¬ 
pression of the season was 
good. I feel we did very well 
even though we weren’t sup¬ 
posed to be as good as we 
were last year, but when it 
came down to it, we got the 
job done.” — Mark Hidalgo 

“The turning point was at 
Culver Military Academy when 
we wrestled real bad and 
coach kicked us in the butt a 
little bitto get us going.” — Ed 
Pendoski 


WRESTLING 

15-3 

MHS OPP 

North Newton 54 18 

Warren Central 65 6 

New Castle 42 22 

Hammond Morton 27 36 

Lowell 53 13 

Andrean 72 3 

Wirt 50 23 

Crown Point 46 27 

LaPorte 35 31 

Portage 22 33 

Plymouth 35 25 

Penn 34 21 

Mish. Marian 64 7 

F.W. Snyder 44 19 

Chesterton 26 31 

Hobart 40 17 

Valparaiso 29 28 



Wrestling 














COME ON. Doing his best 
to get his opponent down Mark 
Hildago, senior, uses all his 
moves. Mark wrestled in the 
heavy weight class, and he fin¬ 
ished fourth at state. (Yugo 
photo) 


WRESTLING — Front Row: Dennis Wat¬ 
son, Steve Rodriguez. Mark Rosenbalm, 
Chris. Rasbach. Jeff Dwyer, Scott Bukovic. 
Tod Jones. Back Row: A. J. Flynn, coach. 
Victoe Garcia, Ed Pendoski. Brad Fentress. 
Eric Gonzalez, Kevin Brant. Gus Petsalis, 
Mark Hidalgo. Tom Cameron, coach. Mike 

TAKE THIS. Using all his 

strength, Mark Rosenbalm, se¬ 
nior, pins Jason Miller from Low¬ 
ell. Mark Rosenbalm won state 
in his 125 weight class. (Herald 
photo) 




Wrestling 

















SOCCER 


“Supposedly sectionals 
and regionals will begin 
in 1991. The Board in 
Indiana for soccer 



'mm 


makes a decision every 
year, but it always gets 
declined. ” 


Feeder program GAINS momentum 

Even though football and basketball are con¬ 
sidered by most to be the main sports at MHS. 
soccer is gaining in popularity. 

"If you have watched Merrillville's feeder 
leagues, most of the teams can play with the 
best in the state." commented. Pete Reist. 

Some teams have gone down state for tour¬ 
naments and have done extremely well. 

"Some of my teams did well in the past 
tournaments at Cincinnati and Indianapolis. 

These tournaments are top tournaments that 
have excellent ball players, commented. Dike 
Randolph, assistant coach. 

"Even though our teams over the years have 
not shown great improvement in our overall re¬ 
cord. we have had our games much closer ip 
the past." stated Eric Rossie. 

Unlike other sports, soccer is not sanctioned 
by the IHSAA; therefore, the Duneland Confer¬ 
ence and Lake Suburban Conference have 
been combined. 

Also, soccer does not have a sectional or re¬ 
gional. Instead the four top teams from the 
combined conference advance to a playoff for 

"Supposedly sectionals and regionals will 
begin in 1991. The Board in Indiana for soccer 
makes a decision every year, but it always gets 
declined." stated Coach Randolph. 

To conclude, soccer is growing in its popu¬ 
larity by the soccer team Chicago Power. 

"The Chicago Power went to the soccer fi¬ 
nals this year, and that is when soccer really 
started to pick up.' commented. Tom Ros, se¬ 
nior. Sean McNab 



KICK TO THE LEFT, KICK TO THE 
RIGHT. Making his way toward the 
goal is Tom Ros and Sean McNab, 
seniors. Even though the soccer 
teams record didn't show it, they 
played close games. (Yugo photo) 

CATCH. Eric Gonzalez, senior, 
throws the ball back in bounds 
while playing soccer. Soccer is one 
of the many spring sports at MHS. 
(Yugo photo) 
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DON’T KICK ME. In MHS'S varsity 
soccer game against Portage, Mike 
Manivilovski, senior, tries to get con¬ 
trol of the ball. The soccer team fin¬ 
ished with a 4-11 record. (Yugo photo) 


I GOT IT. Going for the ball are Bernie 
Orelup, freshman, and Tom Ros, se¬ 
nior. Each person tries to pass the ball 
to their teammates for a goal. (Yugo 
photo) 
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RACKING UP THE 
POINTS. During a home 
match, Shana Levinson, sopho¬ 
more, goes for a hit. Unfortunately, 
her tennis season ended early due 
to an ankle injury. (Schrenker 
photo) 


I GOT IT. At a home match, 
Susan Mazur, junior, volleys the 
ball. Mazur moved to number one 
doubles after an injury to Christine 
Woldt, senior, to play with Mickey 
Santos, senior. (Schrenker photo) 
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TENNIS 





“It is very important to set 
goals because it is a way of 
improving your game and your 
attitude. Goals make a person 
feel better about himself when 
he achieves them. ” 



FOR THE 

RECORD 

“To tell you the truth, I don’t 
think there was one team that 
we had to put forth our best. 
This year we had a young 
team, but where we lacked in 
talent, we made up for it in our 
hearts." — Kerri Evanyo, se¬ 
nior 

“Everyone was excited 
when we found out who we 
played in sectionals (Lowell). 
We knew we can beat them. 
That’s been the whole team’s 
goal this season, to win sec¬ 
tionals." — Heidi Basile, ju¬ 
nior 


TENNIS 

7-8 

MHS 

Crown Point 1 

Lowell 5 

Highland 2 

Valparaiso 0 

Wheeler 4 

Lake Station 3 

M.C. Rogers 4 

Chesterton 1 

Hobart 3 


Portage 2 3 


Individuals set GOALS 


Love-Love. 

The girls’ tennis team con¬ 
centrates on the importance 
of setting goals. 

By setting goals, the 
team’s attitude and ability to 
play increases the motivation 
toward their season. 

Sue Mazur, junior, said, “It 
is very important to set goals 
because it is a way of improv¬ 
ing your game and your atti¬ 
tude. Goals make a person 
feel better about himself 
when he achieves them. Also, 
if they achieve this goal, it 
gives them something to 
strive for next year.” 

The tennis team wants to 
improve reaching their per¬ 
sonal goal, but as a team they 
work to obtain a team goal. 
The team’s goal this year was 
to win sectionals. 

Dave Zimmerman, coach, 
said, “The team has their 
goals at winning sectionals. 
We believe that goals have to 
be realistic, and this one cer¬ 
tainly is. We have enough tal¬ 
ent, and a good positive atti¬ 
tude to overcome our section¬ 
al goal.” 

Practicing hard is one way 
the team strives for their 
goal. 

Coach Zimmerman, stated, 
“We worked hard six days a 
week at the varsity level. The 
desire to want to learn more 
is what enables us to have 
good practices.” 

Mazur, added, “The team 


strives for improvement by 
attending practices and 
learning from their mistakes 
and others. They also strive 
for having a winning atti¬ 
tude.” 

Other than a team goal, 
teammates have set a person¬ 
al goal they try to achieve. 

Dara Todorovich, sopho¬ 
more, said, “My goal was to 
obtain a varsity singles posi¬ 
tion. Recently, my bubble 
was bust. I’m looking forward 
to two seasons on varsity in 
the upcoming years.” 

Diane Hebert, junior, 
added, “This season I set a 
goal to play number two 
singles for the upcoming tour¬ 
nament series, but as of now, 
I feel very comfortable at 
number three singles.” 

Michele Santos, senior, 
stated, “My goal was to be 
undefeated this season. But, 
unfortunately, I have had 
four losses so far. Another 
goal was to be all conference. 
So, keep your fingers crossed. 
And for the team, I’d like a 
sectional win.” 

The team feels their season 
is successful, not by just win¬ 
ning but by learning and im¬ 
proving from their mistakes. 

Coach Zimmerman, con¬ 
cluded, “Teammates play a 
big part in motivating each 
other. Their desire to be the 
best they can is a motivating 
factor alone.” □ Helen 
Vraniskoski 


Tennis 

















TRACK 


'7 prefer a calm, warm day in 
the upper 70’s. The boiling hot 
heat and howling wind hinders 
you. ” 

Weather affects TEAM 


Imagine running on a side 
road, all alone, with the wind 
howling in your face. 

It’s freezing cold and the 
ground is covered with a thin 
layer of ice. 

Sound rough? 

Well it is! 

Yet, many track athletes 
must run in all types of 
weather in order to condition 
themselves for their upcom¬ 
ing meets. 

They must also be pre¬ 
pared to run in almost every 
type of weather condition. 

Each individual runner 
prepares differently for dif¬ 
ferent events. But, most run¬ 
ners consider a mild 70 de¬ 
grees day as a good running 
day. 

“I prefer a calm, warm day 
in the upper 70’s. The boiling 
hot heat and howling wind 
hinders you,” said Mike Ely, 
senior. 

Often the weather does 
slow a runner down. Hot 
weather decreases a runner’s 


pace, while cold weather de¬ 
creases a runner’s flexibility. 

“Occasionally the wind or 
cold does slow me down a lit¬ 
tle, but I try to compensate 
for it,” said Chris Zimmer¬ 
man, senior. 

Different types of clothing 
are worn for different types of 
weather. 

“In colder weather, I’ll put 
on my tights,” continued 
Zimmerman. “They help to 
keep my body heat in!” 

Yet, the weather effects a 
runner more psychologically 
than physically. 

“Many times I just don’t 
feel like running. When the 
wind is blowing hard or it’s 
cold outside, I have no incen¬ 
tive to run. But, I know that 
I have to practice in order to 
get a good time,” said Ely. 

Well, that seems to be the 
key for most runners. Prac¬ 
tice in harsh weather is the 
only way to prepare for it. 
□Anthony Eleftheri 



Track 



FOR THE 

RECORD 

“I believe that my key per¬ 
formance as well as the 
team's was over at the Griffith 
relays. Two out of the three re¬ 
lays I participated in took first 
place, while a third relay we 
took second. The team only 
took four firsts: Lance Sum¬ 
mers in the shot and Russ 
Madson in the 3200 meters, 4 
x 400 meter relay and 4 x 100 
meter relay. This made the Pi¬ 
rates the first team to win the 
Griffith relay three consecu¬ 
tive times in the history of the 
relays." — Mike Ely 

“The team had to put forth 
its best effort in every meet 
considering the team did not 
have much depth. I would 
have been disappointed if 
anyone would not have put 
forth their best effort regard¬ 
less of who we were running 
against.” — Chris Zimmer¬ 
man, senior 

“The proudest moment this 
year was when our team won 
Griffith relays for the third year 
in a row." — Mike Gallegos, 
junior 


Andrean 

Roosevelt 

Hobart 

Valparaiso 

Portage 

M.C. Rogers 

Chesterton 


MHS OPP 

58 69 

84 43 

46 80 

60 67 

42 85 

45 82 

79 48 

37 90 





























UP AND OVER. Randy Par- 
part, junior, leaps over the cross 
bar in the high jump. The boys track 
team contained several under¬ 
classmen. (Schrenker photo) 


READY, GET, GO. Ashe 

races for the finish line, Mike Galle¬ 
gos, junior, leaps over the hurdles. 
Gallegos won the low hurdles in the 
conference meet, which was the 
only event Merrillville won in that 
meet. (Schrenker photo) 


Track 





























TRACK 


“Although we had a hard time 
racking up points, we still gave 
it our best shot and had a good 
time doing it. That’s what really 
counts.” 

Girls BEAT obstacles 


Well, maybe conference 
champs was out of the ques¬ 
tion for the MHS girls track 
team, but with the under¬ 
classmen’s talent in a few 
years, it’s a great possibility. 

The 1989 team had their 
share of hardships to slow 
them down. One such obsta¬ 
cle was the loss of two return¬ 
ing, Tracy Fernandez and co¬ 
captain Tammy Tabor, sen¬ 
iors. 

Both were unable to run be¬ 
cause of medical complica¬ 
tions. 

Another drawback for the 
team was experienced talent. 
A good portion of the team 
was made up of freshmen and 
sophomores. And a good num¬ 
ber of underclassmen did run 
varsity. 

Two runners to watch for 
in the future are members of 
the 400m relay team. They 
are Chanita Armano, fresh¬ 
man, and Jeni Martin, sopho¬ 
more. 

These two made great con¬ 
tributions despite the team’s 
miss at sectional qualifica¬ 
tions. 

Dawn Bali, sophomore, 
provides high expectations. 
This being Bali’s second year 
running varsity puts her in 


the team’s number two posi¬ 
tion in the 400m dash and 
third leg of the 1600m relay. 

However, freshmen and 
sophomores are not the only 
ones to look for. Tammie Pi¬ 
card and Kelly (Jo Jo) Fer¬ 
nandez, juniors, have also 
helped along the Lady Pi¬ 
rates. 

Picard’s events included 
the 200 meter dash, the 
anchor for the 1600 meter re¬ 
lay and sectional qualifier in 
the high jump. 

Fernandez is lead off run¬ 
ner in the 1600 meter relay 
and sectional qualifier in the 
400 meter dash. 

For consistent wins the 
team has counted on Amy 
Gornik and co-captain Beth 
Hutchison, seniors. 

Gornik has placed first or 
second in every meet in the 
two mile. 

Hutchison runs the 100, 
the 400 meter relay and 300 
hurdles. 

“Although we had a hard 
time racking up points, we 
still gave it our best shot and 
had a good time doing it. 
That’s what really counts,” 
commented Hutchison. 

□ Tammy Tabor 


FOR THE 

RECORD 

“The season's highlight 
qualifying for sectionals in the 
high jump.” — Tammie Pi¬ 
card, junior 

“My greatest achievement 
was my determination to drop 
my times in the 400 meter 
dash." — Kelly Fernandez, ju¬ 
nior 


TRACK 

4-8 

MHS OPP 

Lake Central 40 88 

Andrean 40 30 

Hobart 40 38 

Andrean 53 65 

Hobart 66 52 

Valparaiso 20 98 

M.C. Rogers 44 74 

Portage 35 83 

Crown Point 37 81 

Munster 75 43 

Chesterton 29 89 


90 


Track 














YOU CAN DO IT! Practic¬ 
ing, Beth Hutchison, senior, keeps 
her pace going. Hutchison was the 
only girl to qualify for regionals 
from MHS. (Yugo photo) 







UP, UP, AND AWAY. 

Trying to make the distance, Julie 
Gibson, senior, puts all her effort 
toward throwing the discus. The 
girls finished the season 4-8. (Yugo 
Schrenker) 

ALMOST THERE. Ap¬ 
proaching the finish line, Amy Gor- 
nik, senior, pushes for a win, while 
Michelle Budzevski, freshman, fol¬ 
lows close behind. Gornik placed 
first or second in every meet in the 
mile. (Jimenez photo) 
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SOFTBALL 


“My ‘desire’ is to take 
this team as far as we 
will go, one step at a 
time. ” 

Successful 

pitching key to VICTORIES 


Strike one! 

Strike two! 

Strike three, you’re out! 

The MHS softball team 
had a “desire in 89.” 

“My ‘desire’ is to take this 
team as far as we will go, one 
step at a time,” stated Margo 
Wiltfong, junior pitcher. 

Pitchers for the ’89 team 
are Wiltfong and Amy Frink, 
freshman. 

“Margo and Amy are the 
best 1-2 combination in the 
state,” commented Bob Ber- 
geson, coach. 

Frink is the only freshman 
on the ’89 varsity softball 
team. If she continues to 
pitch, Coach Bergeson said 
that “she could end up being 
the best ever in Indiana.” 

Pitching plays a large part 
in a game. Coach Bergeson 
stated that pitching is about 

SMACK! The ball met the bat 
when Jenny Hamilton, junior, went 
for a hit. The softball team lost to 
Portage in the sectionals. 
(Schrenker photo) 


“75 to 85 percent of the 
game.” 

The pitchers train approxi¬ 
mately two to three times 
more than the other players. 
While the rest of the team 
works on “fundamentals of 
fielding, throwing and hit¬ 
ting,” the pitchers are busy 
working on different types of 
pitches and pitching mechan¬ 
ics. 

Strong pitching helps by 
making “the batter hit the 
type of pitch we want and hit 
it to the location we want,” 
stated Coach Bergeson. 

Although all positions on 
the team are important, 
strong pitching can really 
make a difference. “It defi¬ 
nitely helps our fielders,” 
commented Coach Bergeson. 

Striving for improvement 
and fulfilling their ‘desires’ 


are always key aspects for a 
team. 

“I think that we have im¬ 
proved already in our atti¬ 
tudes, and just playing the 
game,” said Wiltfong. 

As for the players ‘desires,’ 
“I don’t even think about sec¬ 
tionals, regionals or even 
state,” commented Wiltfong. 
“I want Duneland Confer¬ 
ence!” 

However, in order for any 
team to succeed and advance, 
putting out effort and team¬ 
work is extremely important. 
But, there’s no need to worry 
about this team. 

“Everyone supports every¬ 
one else on the team,” stated 
Coach Bergeson. “We are 
truly a team.” □ Chris¬ 
tina Naumoski 



FOR THE 

RECORD 

“The best highlight was 
winning conference. For the 
last couple of years, we have 
always tied for conference 
champs. However, this year 
we do not have to share it with 
anyone.” — Karen Burke, se¬ 
nior 

"No team is taken lightly. 
We put forth our best efforts 
no matter what team we play.” 
— Christy Spitz, junior 


Hobart 

Portage 

Crown Point 

Highland 
Chesterton 
Lake Central 
Hobart 

Andrean 

Valparaiso 

Concord 

LaSalle 

Griffith 

Highand 

M.C. Rogers 

Chesterton 


15 

15 

8 

10 

12 


18 


OPP 
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Softball 


STRIKE THREE, 
YOU’RE OUT. As the inning 

is about to begin, Margo Wiltfong, 
junior, warms up pitching. She has 
the school record for strike outs 
with over 100. (Vugo photo) 


SWING BATTER. As she 

waits for the ball to be hit, Karen 
Smith, senior, gets ready to make 
a play. The Pirates record was 15- 
6. (Schrenker photo) 



















BASEBALL 


“My personal best was against 
Portage. / had two doubles and 
also got hung up on the center 
field fence. ” 

Scouts EYE players 


Individual contributions 
made the difference on the Pi¬ 
rates baseball team. 

One of the teams leaders is 
Mike Parker, senior, who has 
been scouted by several pro 
teams. 

According to Parker, “The 
Reds and Rangers have 
shown more interest than the 
others. These teams ask me 
to fill out information cards 
and have been clocking my 
running between bases.” 

Even though the Pirates 
record looks like it is 
struggling, the individual 
efforts of the scholars make 
the difference. 

Mark Shayotovich, senior, 
stated, “The season’s best 
highlight was a 9-8 victory 
over probable conference 
champs, Hobart. We were 
down two runs going into the 
bottom of the seventh.” 

“We scored one run in the 
seventh on a Hobart error 
and had a man on third with 
only two outs. Then Martin 
Cachola came up and laid 
down a perfect suicide 
squeeze to win the game,” 
added Shayotovich. 

According to Dennis 
Hinkle, senior, “My personal 
best was against Portage. I 
had two doubles and also got 


hung up on the center field 
fence.” 

Parker stated, “Gary Roo¬ 
sevelt was the best team ef¬ 
fort. The final score was 9-8, 
and it was a back and forth 
struggle. We won it on a sui¬ 
cide squeeze in the last in¬ 
ning.” 

Scholar Sam Mynes, se¬ 
nior, added that he has been 
playing varsity for three 
years. 

According to Mynes, “My 
sophomore year I was 
brought up from JV to play 
varsity. It was a close game. 
The bases were loaded, and it 
was up to me and I hit a grand 
slam to win the game.” 

Shayotovich confirmed 
Mynes contributions to the 
team. “Sam Mynes being a 
catcher has the dirtiest, grud- 
giest job on the field. I saw 
him come in after a inning sat¬ 
urated with sweat, a pound of 
dust in his eye, and two red 
welts on his arm from block¬ 
ing wild pitches. 

“He then batted first that 
inning and hit one in the alley 
for a double where he practi¬ 
cally crawled into second dy¬ 
ing of exhaustion,” added 
Shayotovich □ Lisa 
Herbert 


FOR THE 

RECORD 

"Against Hobart we played 
our best because we fell be¬ 
hind and kept coming back to 
tie the score up. Without team 
effort, we would have given up 
and lost." — Brad Fentress, 
junior 

“The best highlight of the 
season without a doubt was 
Dennis Hinkle's incredible 
hang time on the fence during 
the Portage game.” — Jeff 
Holbrook, junior 

"Last year, I achieved the 
highest batting average, but 
this year has been an off sea¬ 
son. On a brighter note, I did 
have the most doubles in 
1989-90.” — Dennis Hinkle, 
senior 


BASEBALL 


Roosevelt 



LaPorte 

Valpo 

M.C. Rogers 
Chesterton 


9 10 

0 3 

2 0 

1 2 

2 3 

12 17 


LaPorte 

Valpo 


Chesterton 
Hammond Noll 



94 
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I’M THINKING. Getting 

ready to throw one of his pitches is 
Mark Hidalgo, senior. Hidalgo has 
a 3.69 ERA. (Schrenker photo) 


AND HE’S OFF. Mike Park¬ 
er, senior, takes off to the other 
base during a home baseball game. 
Parker stole 16 straight bases. 
(Schrenker photo) 


























EYOND 


THE 


dfruzcyfti 


AND 


NARROW 


Look back on those wonderful high 
school years and what is remembered 
most? Good times with friends. 

But think what lies behind those 
memories. Classes. It’s time to “set it 
straight.” 

Imagine life without intermediate 
comp, trigonometry and child develop¬ 
ment. 

Would friends be friends without 
those ties? 

Calculus seemed to be a great way to 
meet people. Those countless hours of 
studying together were not totally wasted. 

Government was beneficial for all 
seniors. A class with 30 people graduating 
together was rare and special. 

Classes were reality. 

Learning to deal in the real world was 
important to modern living students. 
They knew they’d be out there sooner or 
later. 

These wonderful six period days were 
a tie — a similarity — between 15 and 18 
year olds; between playtime and real life. 


NOW I GET IT. Analytical geometry is a revelation for Eric 
Milisavljevich, senior. Juniors and seniors could take trigo¬ 
nometry first semester and analytical geometry second se¬ 
mester. (Schrenker photo) 
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Academics 


















DON’T EVEN LAUGH. Playing the flute, 
Beth Perosky, senior, entertains during 
a concert. Band and orchestra were two 
musical courses for students as well as 
various choir courses and music theory. 
(Schrenker photo) 

ACCORDING TO WEBSTER. During an 
English course, Carlos Lopez, senior, 
works with a dictionary in the library. 
Classes often met in the library to com¬ 
plete in-depth work for papers. (Goo¬ 
drich photo) 
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Academics 






















READY 


Hands-on classes 


students for life 


Are you tired of just sitting in your classes 
all day? 

Then sign up for a hands on experience 
class, such as auto shop, home economics, band 
or plastics. 

Although some students take these classes 
to fill up their schedules, or as a “blow-off,” many 
others are serious about them. 

Tim Hill, sophomore, stated, “Since I hope 
to become a tool and die maker, an early knowl¬ 
edge of the tools and machines is essential.” 

Ann Biancardi, senior, said, “I enjoy home 
economic classes. I enjoy cooking and being with 
children.” 

“I took auto shop because I felt at some time 
or another every car breaks down and when mine 
does I’ll have a good idea of how to fix it,” added 
Gordon Hill, senior. 

Teachers feel there are a variety of reasons 
for students enrolling in these classes. 

“Some students especially look for activity 
or ‘hands-on’ classes because they like the class 
style. Other students enroll because they want 
a mid-morning snack. Other students realize the 
value of home economic subjects in their daily 
and future lives,” stated Carol VonBehren, home 


economic teacher. 

“Students take auto shop for different rea¬ 
sons. Students know they will be buying, driving 
and maintaining cars for many years,” added 
Richard Harder, industrial arts teacher. 

All the people who do not experience one of 
these classes do not realize all that can be accom¬ 
plished. 

Mrs. Stallings commented, “They accom¬ 
plish basic life skills that everyone needs to sur¬ 
vive. These skills might include finances or bud¬ 
geting, basic cooking or family management.” 

Students have their own opinion about why 
the school supports electives. 

Jim Spencer, senior, said, “They open up 
many different possibilities for you to look into 
and see if this might be an area for you.” 

“They give this opportunity because girls 
who are pregnant may need to know a little more 
than they know or think they know. I’ve learned 
a lot about child development that I never knew, 
and that I’ll always remember,” Biancardi stat¬ 
ed. 

Hill added, “They have found out that some 
students have great talents when it comes to 
working with their hands.” (cont. on pg. 101) 




BLOW ’EM AWAY! During the 
Christmas concert, Greg 
Harbrecht, senior, adds his 
trumpet tunes to the band. 
The band traveled to Butler 
University in Indianapolis to 
perform with other high 
school bands. (Schrenker 
photo) 

LIKE THIS! Carefully explain¬ 
ing the techniques of graphic 
arts, Dave Teeter helps his 
students understand the fun¬ 
damentals. Mr. Teeter is also 
the sponsor of SADD. (Eucce 
photo) 




Hands-On Experience 


























I FIXED IT! Adam Marzullo, 
senior, works on his car in 
auto shop. Students in auto 
shop can work on their own 
vehicles or other peoples' ve¬ 
hicles. (Eucce photo) 

UM, UM, GOOD. Putting the 
last touches on some cookies 
is Karen Gill, senior. This is 
one of many class projects in 
Margaret Stallings cooking 
class. (Kirn photo) 


Hands-On Experience 






















ONE MORE LAYER! Foreign 
exchange student Kristian 
Storen, senior, makes a potto 
take back home to Norway. 
Ceramics is one of many 
hands-on classes offered to 
students. (Kirn photo) 
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ALL IT TAKES IS CONCEN¬ 
TRATION. Steve Brandon, se¬ 
nior, diligently plays the cello 
at the Christmas Program. Or¬ 
chestra students worked hard 
with a new director, Barbara 
Timmerman. (Schrenker 
photo) 


GREAT SHOOT. Many stu¬ 
dents take advantage of the 
elective classes. Camille 
Jimenez, junior, looks at her 
negatives for photography 
class. (Vela photo) 

THERE’S THE PROBLEM! 

While trying to fix a truck Sus¬ 
an Barrett, junior, fiddles 
around with some parts. 
Barrett is one of the few girls 
in auto shop class. (Kirn 
photo) 





















READY 


Hands-on classes 


students for life 



Even though many people feel that English, 
math and science are more important than home 
economics, art and industrial arts, many others 
feel these subjects are of equal or greater impor¬ 
tance. 

“Yes, they are important from the practical 
point of learning on how to think and solve every 
day problems,” said Rick Garner, industrial arts 
teacher. 

“They are important because just as math, 
science and English are a background of certain 
job areas, so is auto mechanics. It gives you a 
background of how the field is,” commented Rob 
Marino, senior. 

Mr. Harder added, “Not everyone will write 
a thesis after high school, but almost 100 percent 
of the students will have to maintain an automo¬ 
bile. The savings from doing routine mainte¬ 
nance themselves spread over a lifetime can be 
substancial. So yes, I do feel this class is every 
bit as important as the academic classes.” 

Life after high school offers many choices. 


For some students it is very hard to decide on 
what they are going to do in the future. Some 
may pick college, a technical school or choose to 
find a job. These classes can help make the deci¬ 
sion easier by preparing for the future. 

Mike Gorski, senior said, “They teach you 
basic skills that everyone should know. These 
classes explain and teach you different things 
you will run into later.” 

“Today students (both female and male) 
will have to manage the dual role of wage earner 
and homemaker. Students will have to be better 
prepared than any previous age since this is a 
very demanding role,” commented Mrs. Von- 
Behren. 

Spencer said, “They open up many different 
possibilities. I have planned to major in home eco¬ 
nomics because I am interested in becoming a 
chef.” 

“The real world is not always paper and pen¬ 
cil work,” added Hill. DLisa Krol 




HOW MUCH? Contributing to the ADDING the finishing 
Building Trades project is Steve TOUCHES. After days of work- 
Dezelich, junior, who waits for in- in 9 Sue Koenig, senjor, carefully 
structions. MHS offers different ,rosts her cake- 
trades classes which will help them 
in the future. (Yugo photo) 

Hands-on Experience 
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MHS classes 


knowledge 


STRESS 


Speech, trigonometry, foreign languages, 
advanced biology, advanced composition and 
business classes are just some of the advanced 
courses that are offered to students. These class¬ 
es require students to apply what is previously 
learned. 

Some students believe that the majority of 
these courses are a waste of time and all they 
cause are headaches and stress. Students also be¬ 
lieve there are no advantages in taking these ad¬ 
vanced courses. 

Drew Furuness, guidance counselor, ex¬ 
plained a lot of advantages when students take 
these classes. 

Mr. Furuness said, “When I recommend 
classes to students, it depends on their goals. For 
example, if a student wants to become an engi¬ 
neer, I recommend trigonometry and analytic ge¬ 
ometry. If they want to major in business, I ob¬ 
viously recommend all the business courses and 
the COE program.” 

Gina Canales, senior, said, “I took four years 
of Spanish because today employers will hire a 
person who knows two languages instead the per¬ 


son who knows one, also I have a chance of test¬ 
ing out of Spanish for college credit.” 

Eric Milisaljevich, senior, said, “I have tak¬ 
en advanced classes because I believe it will im¬ 
prove my educational process especially in col¬ 
lege.” Milisaljevich has also occupied his sched¬ 
ule with business classes because he wanted to 
see what it is like; thus he can make a definite 
decision about his college major. 

Mark Shayotovich, senior, also has made his 
high school curriculum difficult. Mark explained 
that his reason is to better prepare him for his 
college studies. Shayotovich said, “I have taken 
advanced composition because I knew you had 
a research paper to do, and I know that you need 
to know that for college.” 

Mr. Furuness explained that speech should 
be taken in high school. Every major in college 
has speech as a required course. When a student 
has their first speech due in college, the maxi¬ 
mum time is five minutes; if you have already 
taken speech in high school, you have already 
built a foundation. 

(con’t on page 105) 


SING FOR ME! Kelly 

Jones, senior, and Randy Par- 
part, junior, sing their song to¬ 
gether. They were entertain¬ 
ing the audience during the 
Christmas Concert. (Schrenk- 
er photo) 

WHERE’ S MY 

RULER ! Dan Gagoff, ju¬ 
nior, finishes his drafting proj¬ 
ect. Many students take draf¬ 
ting to prepare for a career in 
engineering. 
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Applying Knowledge, Skill 

















WHAT A MESS! Dem¬ 
onstrating how to clean a lock¬ 
er Grace Ezpeleta, sopho¬ 
more, has speech class. Many 
students participate in the En¬ 
glish credited class and has 
many original assignments. 
(Kirn photo) 

RAISE YOUR 
ARMS! During the half 
time at a football game Virgin¬ 
ia Nawrocki, junior, performs 
her flag routine. To be select¬ 
ed to be on the flag corps you 
must play the clarinet or flute. 
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WHAT’D YOU SAY! 

Prosecuting Attorneys Tina 
Pavlou and Jeff Schieb, se¬ 
niors, prepare for a mock trial 
in Business Law. Business 
Law was one of the more chal¬ 
lenging classes students 
chose. (Kirn photo) 


JUST RIGHT! Accu¬ 
rately printing a picture Rick 
Eucce, junior, adjusts the en¬ 
larger before he prints the pic¬ 
tures for the yearbook. He is 
currently on the yearbook 
staff. (Kirn photo) 
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KEEP THE MUSIC 
PLAYING! During the 
Christmas concert, Allen Gill, 
junior, adds the tunes of his 


trumpet to the rest of the 
band. This is one of the five 
concerts that the MHS bands 
puts on during the school 
year. (Schrenker photo) 


WHAT’S THIS 

HERE? In the library, 
Bruce Woods, English teach¬ 
er, instructs Todd Black, se¬ 
nior, on how to organize note- 
cards for his advanced com¬ 
position term paper. The ob¬ 
jective of this class is to 
prepare the students for col¬ 
lege term papers and to apply 
writing skills already learned. 
(Kirn photo) 


Tammy Nuzzo, Senior, has taken many ad¬ 
vanced classes through the course of her high 
school years. Tammy, said, “I took speech in or¬ 
der to learn how to speak properly in front of im¬ 
portant people. I also believe that this is an im¬ 
portant tool that I will use for the rest of my life.” 

Roger Perez, senior, said, “I have taken 
physics, trigonometry and computers because I 
plan on majoring in a technology field at Purdue 
University. I believe that the advantage I have 
from taking these classes is that it will help me 


have a better understanding of the classes at 
Purdue.” 

Mr. Furuness went on to explain that when 
a student takes these advanced courses in high 
school the students are being taught hands on, 
the students are in much smaller classes, and the 
students have more of a personal contact with 
the teachers. 

This hands-on experience is also stressed in 
classes, such as band, orchestra and industrial 
arts. □ Tina Pavlou 


MHS classes 


STRESS 


knowledge 
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Last names with 



equal last seat 


“Auh, not alphabetical order.” 

“Let us sit where we want.” 

“I promise we’ll behave.” 

Those are famous lines that most students 
use to sit by their friends. 

However, Ed Coburn, chemistry teacher, 
said, “I make my seating chart alphabetical or¬ 
der so I can learn students’ names and also to 
keep them from getting into trouble.” 

According to Jim Edgecomb, social studies 
and economics teacher, “I let my students sit 
where they want, and then I’ll make my seating 
chart. But if talking patterns are consistent, I’ll 
change some people so they spend more time on 
tasks.” 

“Also I change the room periodically so peo¬ 
ple have to change their seating order,” added 
Mr. Edgcomb. 

Many students like to sit next to their 
friends because it is easier to talk, but still find 
time to get the work done. 


Eric Baker, junior, stated, “I like teachers 
to arrange us according to height because usually 
my buddies are the tall ones like me.” 

Randy Relinski, senior, said, “I hate when 
teachers put us in alphabetical order because I 
don’t get to sit by my friends, and I don’t like 
to get stuck next to people I don’t know.” 

Students don’t usually care how they’re 
seated, just as long as they’re by their friends. 

Sitting next to your friends makes it easier 
to talk to them, but does it enable you to learn 
more? 

Jeff Holbrook, junior, commented, “In some 
classes I don’t like to sit next to my friends be¬ 
cause it’s very distracting when I’m trying to 
learn.” 

Most teachers change their seating chart at 
the end of the grading period. 

So for now, row one seat one Adams, row one 
seat two Brown, row one seat three Carter .... 

□Lisa. Herbert 
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“DO YOU UNDERSTAND 
THIS?” In Algebra 3-4, Heidi 
Basile, junior, and Bryon Mes- 
arch, junior, try to figure out 
what is going on. Bob Brown, 
math teacher, can watch stu¬ 
dents as they take tests in his 
classroom. (Schrenker photo) 
Seating Arrangements 


SHH! NO TALKING. The stu¬ 
dents in Bob Brown's Algebra 
3 & 4 class sit quietly as other 
classmates do their work. 
Many teachers use tables in¬ 
stead of desks, but students 
still sit alphabetically. 



0 ROT* 




















PV=nRT! Miles Dunscombe, 
science teacher, teaches his 
fourth hour class the wonders 
of Chemistry 4. Science class¬ 
es are arranged in lecture 
style seating. (Schrenker 
photo) 

CONCENTRATION. The en¬ 
tire class is trying to solve a 
problem put on the board by 
another student. Tom Feeney 
teaches Algebra 3-4 and seats 
students according to the lat¬ 
est test score results. (B'er- 
dine photo) 



. 
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Hard classes 



to potential 


You look at your clock, and its neon num¬ 
bers are blinking 1 a.m. Another night with hours 
of study. 

You ask yourself: “Why did I take such hard 
classes?” 

“Why do I always get so much homework?” 

These may be just a few of the questions 
asked by many students. 

Students are given a choice of what classes 
they want to take. Some students may choose to 
take the harder classes offered. 

One reason students choose to take difficult 
classes may be to prepare themselves for college. 

Mark Shayotovich, senior, explained, “I 
wanted to better myself for my future endeavors. 
I plan to take similar classes in college to better 
prepare myself for the working world.” 

Other reasons maybe for self-satisfaction, 
knowledge or uncertainty. 

Sherman Lewis, guidance director, said, 
“Students are keeping their options open.” 

However, students are often uncertain of 


TOTAL CONCENTRATION! 

With his pen in his hand Mike 
Ely, senior, takes notes while 
John Wilson, junior, listens to 
the lecture. These are both 
very important qualities a stu¬ 
dent must have in order to get 
good grades. (Schrenker 
photo) 


their future plans. 

According to several teachers, one way a 
student can secure their options is by taking a 
wide variety of courses. This will allow a student 
to get the best education possible. 

“A challenging course can help the students 
prepare for the future by helping the student de¬ 
velop good study habits and critical thinking 
skills; both are essential for future learning,” 
stated James Vermillion, physics teacher. 

Not only do students think classes are hard, 
but they also feel some of the teachers can be as 
difficult as the classes. 

Kerri Evanyo, senior, said, “The teachers 
are not exactly harder; they just want you to 
work up to your potential.” 

Both students and counselors agree that 
MHS offers several challenging courses. Such 
classes may be physics, Advanced Composition, 
Calculus and Trigonometry, just to name a few. 
□Sylvia Vraniskowski 


















HITTING THE BOOKS! At the 

library, Angel Martin, senior, 
studies for a class. The library 
is a good place to study for 
harder classes because of the 
quiet students can find. (Kirn 
photo) 

STUDY HARD! In the library, 
Anne Kolodzinski, senior, 
works on her term paper. Ad¬ 
vance comp students work on 
a term paper for more than 
nine weeks. (Kirn photo) 




I DON’T UNDERSTAND. Mi¬ 
chele Santos, senior, asks 
Max Hutchison, math teacher, 
about a calculus problem. Cal¬ 
culus is a college prep course 
that is taken by students. 
(Schrenker photo) 
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What’s the best 



way to study 


Clear your desk. Take out a piece of paper. 
Number from one to twenty. 

This is the time when most students decide 
they should have studied or crammed. 

Angie Ramos, sophomore, said, “I cram 
right before the test. The longer I have to study, 
the easier it is to forget. Because if I have a long 
time to study, I don’t take it as seriously. I know 
I have a long time to study, and I do other stuff.” 

Many students think the material is easy, 
and they already know them. But when the test 
comes, they realize their lack of knowledge. 

“I look at the words, and I think I they’re 
easy. No matter how long I try to study them I 
get bored because I know them,” said Amy Star- 
cevic, junior. 

The best way to study is to concentrate on 
learning. To do this, one may look over the tested 
material a couple of days before the test. Or they 
may write information down a couple of times to 
have them sink into the brain. 

Erika Marinelli, junior, said, “I write vocab¬ 
ulary words down three times in French and once 
in English. I seem to learn them better, along 
with being able to spell them correctly on the 


test.” 

Or one can write down some vocabulary and 
try learning the meaning. 

Rosie Gregos, junior, said, “I write words, 
down a bunch of times and put the meaning next 
to the word. I keep doing this until I know them.” 

Another way to study would be to take a 
practice test. 

Dara Todorovich, sophomore, said. “Self- 
Test! I make up my own test and have my par¬ 
ents help me. This way always seems to help.” 

One may take this advice or use the advice 
of two teachers. 

“I suggest to make flashcards with English 
on one side and the word on the other side. This 
seems to be the easiest way to study vocabu¬ 
lary,” stated Evelyn Stiener, Spanish teacher. 

Irene Spiro, French teacher, said “Look at 
the material yourself about seven or eight times. 
Then give yourself a practice test to see how 
you’ll do on the test.” 

However, no matter how easy the material 
seems to be, study. Tests always seem to add up 
on one’s grade at the end of the quarter. 
□Kristi Darkins 


STUDY HARD! While waiting 
for the bell to ring, Bob David¬ 
son, junior, does his last min¬ 
ute studying. Many students 
take study hall as relief from 
hard schedules. (Kirn photo) 
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Cramming 



















SHHHH! BE QUIET! Anxious¬ 
ly, Tina Glibata, junior, looks 
up the information she needs. 
Many students go to the li¬ 
brary to cram for a test, check 
out books or to get other work 
done. (Eucce photo) 


QUIET PLEASE! In study hall, 
John Terry, junior, tries to fin¬ 
ish some homework. Stu¬ 
dents take study hall to lessen 
the burden of taking school 
work home. (Kirn photo) 

























Keep eyes 


OPEN 


in each class 


Some classes are easy to pay attention to. 
Yet, others are so boring you have trouble 
staying awake. 

Why are some classes easier to pay atten¬ 
tion to than others? 

Many MHS students feel it has to do with 
how interesting the material is in class. Gordon 
Hill, senior, said, “I find myself falling asleep in 
English and government.” 

Both of these are classes where the teachers 
just lecture. An hour of these classes is just too 
much. 

“But, in classes like auto shop and math you 
are constantly thinking and time goes faster,” 
added Hill. 

Having an interest in class does make a dif¬ 
ference. Mike Gorski, stated, senior, “I always 
fall asleep in English. The class is just boring. 


But, if I’m interested in a class, I pay attention.” 

Of course, opinions vary on which classes 
are boring. How the students participate in class 
also makes a difference. 

Allison Kaiser, senior, stated, “If the teach¬ 
er doesn’t lecture all hour and the students get 
involved in the discussion, the class is much 
more interesting.” 

One more reason for paying attention in 
class is if you are having trouble in the class. 

Although there are exceptions, most stu¬ 
dents don’t want to fail a class and lose a credit. 

Kevin Gill, senior, stated, “When I knew I 
was failing one of my classes, I did all the home¬ 
work. I listened more in class and made sure I 
understood everything. This brought my grade 
back up.” □ Tom Judge 


INTERESTING! MHS 

students are courteous to 
their teacher. Kelly Durkin, se¬ 
nior, despite “senioritis'' is 
concentrating on what her 
teacher has to say. (Schrenk- 
er photo) 

ELEMENTARY 
WATSON! Many stu¬ 
dents take education serious¬ 
ly. Here’s Wess Prate, sopho¬ 
more, listening to what his 
teacher has to say. (Schrenk- 
er photo) 
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Requirements 


40 


limit selection 


Mike DeHaven, junior, said, “They don’t 
bother me. It’s no big deal to pass them, and 
there’s never much to study.” 

One semester of economics and one semester 
of government are the mandatory history classes 
that seniors must enroll in. 

“Government and Economics are good 
classes because they’re important to everyone. 
Students should know how their country is run 
and why there are certain laws,” said Paul Kral- 
is, senior. 

In addition, eight semesters of English are 
required. This requirement leaves many options 
for students. 

“The English requirements were easy to ful¬ 
fill because there were so many different classes 
to choose from. After we passed the required 
courses, the choice was ours,” said Stacy Batlin- 
er, senior. 

Overall, most students do not seem to mind 
the class requirements, but often like them be¬ 
cause of scheduling ease and higher grades. 

Bob Davidson, junior, said, “I don’t care 


that we have to take certain classes each year. 
At least I didn’t have to make so many decisions 
when I picked my classes. Anyway, in those clas¬ 
ses you’re surrounded by students from your 
own grade level.” 

“I like those subjects because I don’t like be¬ 
ing in classes with underclassmen,” said Taso 
Sakaleros, senior. 

“Hey Mike, are you taking Spanish next 
year?” 

“No, I don’t have any room because of the 
required classes I have to take.” 

This is a common scheduling problem be¬ 
cause of state and school requirements. 

As sophomores, MHS students must take 
a year of physical education. 

“I think gym is an important class that 
keeps students in shape, so I didn’t mind the re¬ 
quirement,” stated Chris Sheely, senior. 

Juniors are required to pass two semesters 
of United States history as part of their gradua¬ 
tion requirement. □ Alicia Fellmy, Kim Zart 


ON THE GO. Sopho¬ 
more gym classes jog to keep 
out of trouble. All sophomores 
are required to take physical 
education, and students must 
complete the course to gradu¬ 
ate. (Yugo photo) 

I DON’T UNDER- 

ST AND? Tricia O’Neill, ju¬ 
nior, looks on as Tom Feeney, 
math teacher, lectures on 
homework. No specific math 
courses are required to grad¬ 
uate, although a total of four 
math credits are needed. 
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Necessary Credits 





















WHAT WAS THAT? m 

chemistry, Eric Milisajlevic, senior, 
takes notes to stay on track. Stu¬ 
dents take at least two years of sci¬ 
ence, but advanced students can 
go as far as advanced physics. 
(Schrenker photo) 

Necessary Credits 
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WHO’S THE PRES¬ 
IDENT? In government 
class, Nino Cammarata, se¬ 
nior, checks his notes for an 
exam. Government and Eco¬ 
nomics are two courses for 
seniors that are required to 
graduate. (Yugo photo) 

ISN’T THAT SPE¬ 
CIAL? In his English Liter¬ 
ature class, Bruce Woods ex¬ 
plains the upcoming exam. 
Seniors and juniors may opt to 
take this class as an English 
credit. (Schrenker photo) 


















DON’T SHAKE THE TABLE. 

Hard at work, Veronica 
Pearcy, senior, concentrates 
on her art project. Students 
received awards for their pro¬ 
jects they entered in competi¬ 
tion. (Kirn photo) 


A LITTLE PAINT HERE AND 
THERE. Showing her artistic 
ability Susie Manojlovich, se¬ 
nior, draws a wildlife portrait. 
Art classes have become a 
popular elective. (Kirn photo) 



Artists 




















Contests promote 


A 

R 

T 


projects, pride 


What does it take to win? 

Talent, pride and sportsmanship are just a 
few of the emotions the artists express when in 
competition. 

To prepare for contests, the art students 
submitted only the very best artwork into the 
contest. Different varities of their work were en¬ 
tered. 

“I entered all kinds of artwork,” stated 
Burke Higgins, junior. “I work with all kinds of 
mediums, from oils to pencil.” 

The categories will vary from oil painting to 
sculptures to jewelery making. Photography is 
also included in the various competitions. 

“I entered drawings of still lifes and por¬ 
traits and paintings of landscapes,” added 
Heather Bell, junior. 

In January, artwork was entered into the 
Regional Scholastic Art Competition in South 
Bend. High schools from 18 different counties 
competed. This was just one of the three competi¬ 
tions MHS entered. 


In the past MHS artists have taken many 
plaques and awards including a couple first place 
trophies from these competitions. 

“These competitions can be compared to a 
varsity sport’s team. They both strive to win,” 
stated Eleanor Lewis, art teacher. 

Winning isn’t the only thing the artists 
learned when in competition. 

Candy Urbanczyk, senior, commented, “I 
learn that there are a lot of fine, skilled artists 
around, and no matter how I finish, I should al¬ 
ways continue to work harder the next time.” 

They also learned the value of pride, school 
representation, the thrill of victory and the spirit 
of competition. 

Liz Gerlach, junior, said, "Do the best you 
can do, and don’t be upset if you don’t win.” 

Mrs. Lewis ended, “This is the importance 
of what we’re all about. Education and how to 
be a winner. Also, wanting to excel and to do our 
best but also being a good sport is important.” 
□Mickey Goodrich 
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A LITTLE TOUCH UP! With a 
few added touches, Burkie 
Higgins, junior, will make the 
painting come alive. Different 
levels of art are offered to in¬ 
terested students. (Kirn 
photo) 

DILIGENTLY PAINTING 
AWAY. Laura Tripp, senior, 
finished her painting in art 
class. Many artistic students 
take advantage of the variety 
of classes offered. (Kirn 
photo) 
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Beverly Ambroziak — Business. Janet 
Anderson — Art. Lafey Armontrout — 

Physical Education, Boys' Track Coach. 

Patricia Armstrong — English. Mary- 
anne Battistini — Guidance Counselor. 


Mary Ann Bertam — Foreign Language. 

Robbi Bothwell — Business, Depart¬ 
ment Chairman. Robert Brown — Math. 
Linda Christoff — English. Mary Curran 
— Librarian, A.V. Club sponsor, Sun¬ 
shine Society sponsor. 


Ed Coburn — Science. Jacquelyn De- 
maree — Math, Academic Decathlon 
Coach. Richard Ebler — English. Jim 
Edgcomb — Social Studies, Department 
Chairman, Academic Decathlon Coach. 
Cliff Fackler — Math, Junior Class 
sponsor. 


Tom Feeney — Math. Christine Frazer 

— English, A.V. sponsor, Linda Fry — 
English, Department Chairman. Drew Fu- 
runess — Guidance Counselor, Honor 
Society sponsor. MaryAnn Galanis — 
Social Studies. 


Rick Garner — Industrial Arts. Wendy 
Green — Science, FEA sponsor. Robert 
Harder — Industrial Arts. Debbie 
Hedges — Art, Assistant Prom sponsor. 

Richard Hill — Math. 



CENTRAL OFFICE ADMIN¬ 
ISTRATION— Ronald L. 
Price, assistant superinten¬ 
dent; Dr. Robert Schrenker, 
superintendent; Dr. Antho¬ 
ny Lux, assistant superin¬ 
tendent. 

MERRILLVILLE SCHOOL 
BOARD MEMBERS L.J. 
Crist, Art Collins, Bryant 
Matthews, John Carr, Don¬ 
na Stath. 
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IN YOUR FACE 


Krutz V. Izsak: It’s a war that involves everyone 


At the halftime of a basket¬ 
ball game, three teachers had pies 
thrown in their faces. 

The ten contestants of the 
pie in the face contest were Jim 
Edgcomb, social studies teacher; 
Drew Furuness, guidance coun¬ 
selor; Sherm Izsak, athletic train¬ 
er; Mike Krutz, industrial arts 
teacher; Jackie Linz, special edu¬ 
cation teacher; Margaret Stiles, 
English teacher; Valerie Tanke, 
English teacher; Rick Wimmer, 
physical education; Jerry Kas- 
arda, English teacher; and Max 
Hutchison, math teacher. 

The “lucky winners” were 
Mr. Hutchison, Mr. Iszak and Mr. 
Krutz. 

All of the money collected 
went to the Student Council. Not 
only was a lot of money collected, 
but a rivalry continued. 

Mr. Iszak and Mr. Krutz had 
cut-down and humiliated each 
other for over a month (all in good 
fun). 

Both gentlemen had gone to 
the extreme of making T-shirts 
describing their rival. One shirt 
implied that “Sherm is a worm.” 

The other shirt said that all 
proceeds that Mr. Iszak collected 
would go to Mr. Krutz’s hair 
growth treatments. 

“Let’s just say it’s a mutual 
disrespect for one another,” 
laughed Mr. Iszak. “We do things 
to see who gets the maddest,” he 
added. 

Mr. Krutz responded, “It’s 
like the presidential campaign, 
when things get tight, people 
start slinging mud.” 

Mr. Krutz and Mr. Iszak had 
collected enough money and de¬ 
cided who the third recipient 
would be. They both agreed that 
they would take the additional 
money collected and put it in one 
teacher’s bucket; thus, they se¬ 



lected the third person (Mr. 
Hutchison) to eat a pie. 

Mr. Krutz was asked what he 
thinks of Mr. Iszak, He answered, 
“I’ve known him for three years. 
His childlike actions never sur¬ 
prise me.” 

After Mr. Izsak was asked 
the same question, he confiden¬ 
tially replied, “First of all, Krutz 
is a jerk. He’s always harassing 
students for no reason. Just bring 
all your proceeds to room 212.” (It 
worked.) 

Some students had mixed 
feelings toward the contestants. 
“I gave my money to Mr. Izsak be¬ 
cause Mr. Krutz is a puny little 
punk with a bad attitude. No, just 
joking,” said Jim Wriston, senior. 

“Sherm is a worm and he 


doesn’t know how to tape ankles,” 
stated Jim Joseforsky, senior. 
“Besides that, he’s too cocky!” 

After all of the talking was 
over, Mr. Izsak collected $250 for 
Mr. Krutz, and Mr. Krutz collect¬ 
ed $109 for Mr. Iszak. In your 
face! □ Mike Parker 


WHO’S GOING TO GET IT! 

During the “Pie in the Face" contest, 
Mike Krutz, industrial arts teacher, and 
Sherm Izsak, athletic trainer, tried to out 
beat each other. Many teachers and fac¬ 
ulty were involved in this. 

SPLAT! At halftime of the boys' bas¬ 
ketball game Sherm Izsak, athletic train¬ 
er, got a pie in his face. Tasha Jansen, 
senior, was the lucky student selected 
to throw the pie. 
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Janice Hughes — Business. Rick Hurey 
— Industrial Arts. Max Hutchison — Math, 
Department Chairman, Boys' Golf Coach. 
William Idzior — Math. Sherman Izsak — 

Science, Athlete Trainer. 


Mary Kay Jefferies — Foreign Language, 
Department Chairman, Spanish Club spon¬ 
sor. Jerry Kasarda — English, Quest, 
Quest sponsor. Barb Koby — English. 
Rosellen Kozel — Special Education, 
Sophomore Class sponsor. Mike Krutz — 
Industrial Arts, Assistant Wrestling Coach, 
Assistant Baseball Coach. 


Judy LeDuc — Business. OEA sponsor. 
Eleanor Lewis — Art, Department Chair¬ 
man, Prom Sponsor. Sherman Lewis — 
Guidance Director, Assistant Prom Spon¬ 
sor. Jackie Linz — Special Education, As¬ 
sistant Sophomore Class sponsor, Key 
Club sponsor. Gordon Lorentz — Director 
of Maintenance. 


Diane Mandon — Social Studies. Bill 
Metcalf — Physical Education. Mona Miller 
— Physical Education. Joe Morrow — En¬ 
glish, Play Business Manager, Thespians 
sponsor. Pat Mulloy — Social Studies, As¬ 
sistant Senior Class sponsor, Assistant 
Softball Coach. 


Cheryl Nash — English. Jack Neulip — 
Science. Jan O’Shea — English. Tom Pel- 
ler — Math. Bernadine Putz — Business. 



MHS ADMINISTRATION 

— Tom Herbert, assis¬ 
tant principal; Dr. Daniel 
C. Rapacz, principal; and 
Frank O'Shea, dean of 
students. 

SECRETARIES— Front 
Row: Vi Solich, Elaine 
Hydinger, Nancy Miller, 
Barb Richter. Back Row: 
Maggie Miller, Shirley 
Barclay, Marlene East, 
Liz Frazka. 
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‘MOM AT WORK’ 


Secretary, salesperson, mom works at keeping young 


Who ever said, “Moms are al¬ 
ways the last to know” has never 
met one of MHS’s secretaries. 

Elaine Hydinger spends her 
days as a secretary, working from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., and her nights as 
a full-time mom. 

“I find that the biggest problem 
of the day is getting my endless 
work done at MHS and at home 
(washing and ironing),” said 
Mrs. Hydinger. 

Her secretarial work includes 
taking care of students’ records, 
college applications, work permits 
and entries and withdrawals of 
students. 

“I enjoy talking and dealing 
with students. They brighten my 
day and put laughter in my life,” 
she said. She also enjoys the peo¬ 
ple she works with, especially the 
office manager, Shirley Barclay. 

Mrs. Hydinger finds every¬ 
thing highly confidential in the of¬ 
fice. Nothing much is said about 
any problems dealing with school. 

“I get more gossip from the stu¬ 
dents than from the staff,” said 
Mrs. Hydinger. “And I usually 
find things out about my younger 
daughter, Jeanine.” 

After a hectic day at work, Mrs. 
Hydinger likes to curl up with a 
good book or magazine, but not 
for too long. 

There is work to be done and a 
family to be fed. 

“I try to put a lot of effort into 
motherhood because I feel it’s one 
of the hardest jobs and is on-the- 
job training,” she said. 

She also believes that family 
outings are important. 

“I enjoy youth activities with 
my family. That reminds me of 


my days gone past.” 

“Mom’s like a teenager. She 
loves doing things and enjoys lis¬ 
tening to us chatter about our 
days,” stated her oldest daughter 
Cindy, a freshman at Purdue. 

Although she does miss her old¬ 
est daughter Cindy, Mrs. Hyding¬ 
er is happy that Cindy is further¬ 
ing her studies. She said it’s some¬ 
thing she was never able to do. 

Mrs. Hydinger devotes much of 
her time to her children in hopes 
they will have a better life than 
she has had. 

“I like my position very much 
at the high school and hope to re¬ 
main here until I retire,” stated 
Mrs. Hydinger. “But I still be¬ 
lieve my children should come 
first.” 

She also works a couple nights 
a week at L.S. Ayres department 
store for, as she says, “the dis¬ 
count.” 

“I enjoy working at Ayres and 
helping people. I don’t know why, 
exactly; I guess it’s just my na¬ 
ture,” said Mrs. Hydinger. “I also 
enjoy the conversation with the 
teenagers in the work environ¬ 
ment.” 

However, Mrs. Hydinger does 
take time out of her busy schedule 
to play bridge once a month with 
her long time friends. 

“By keeping my life busy, I feel 
young at heart,” said Mrs. 
Hydinger. 

“I know many people believe 
that the best part of life is after 
their children are grown, and they 
can enjoy life. But not me. I know 
I’ll miss my girls when they are on 
their own.” 

Mrs. Hydinger has always in¬ 


volved herself in her daughters’ 
lives. She believes it is necessary 
to make sure they know that she 
cares deeply for them. 

“My life has always revolved 
around my daughters. I don’t 
know what I will do without 
them,” she added. □ Jeanine 
Hydinger 


WORK, WORK, WORK! Elaine Hydinger 
works as a secretary in the MHS main 
office. She is giving a student a work 
permit. 
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Janice Qualizza — Athletic Director. Ger¬ 
aldine Rainey — English for the Foreign 
Born. Jerry Reinhart — Auditorium Direc¬ 
tor, Choir, Vocalteens sponsor, Velveteens 
sponsor, Department Chairman. Diane 
Roberts — Substance Abuse, Gymnastics 
Coach. Violet Schmuck — Math. 


Margaret Stallings — Home Economics, 
Assistant Prom sponsor. Evelyn Steiner — 
Foreign Language, Spell Bowl sponsor, Su¬ 
per Quiz sponsor. Margaret Stiles — En¬ 
glish, Quest, Assistant Senior Class spon¬ 
sor, Assistant Junior Class sponsor, Quest 
Club Sponsor. Lyle Stoelting — Social 
Studies, Chess Club sponsor. Valerie 
Tanke — English, Journalism, Yearbook 
adviser, Newspaper adviser, Quill and 
Scroll sponsor. 


Dave Teeter — Industrial Arts, Senior 
Class sponsor, SADD sponsor. Steve Tel- 
fer — Business, Girls' Cross Country 
Coach, Dorothy Thompson — English. 
Barbara Timmerman — Orchestra. Jim 
Vermillion — Science, Department Chair¬ 
man, Science Club sponsor, Girls' Golf 
Coach, Assistant Girls’ Basketball Coach. 


Carol VanBehren — Home Economics, De¬ 
partment Chairman, FHA sponsor, HERO 
sponsor. Sue Williams — Band, Flag 
Corps sponsor. James Wiltshire — Math. 
Rick Wimmer — Physical Education, De¬ 
partment Chairman, Football Coach. Bruce 
Woods — English. 


Jeff Yelton — Science, Assistant Football 
Coach, Assistant Girls' Track Coach. Dave 
Zimmerman — Business, Boys’ and Girls 
Tennis Coach. 



CAFETERIA — Front Row: 

Diana Eaton, Tina Cogley, 
Zula Starr, Barb McKay, 
Norma Manis, Arlene Phi¬ 
lips. Back Row: Rata Spo- 
nel, Mary Cloyd, Mary Ann 
Vernia, Doris O’Rear, Kar¬ 
en Reder, Mary Corey, Ann 
Frank, Audrey Franz, Eva 
Isowradelis, Mary Gorden- 
er, Delores Balcerak, 
Louise Hedorek. 

AIDS — Front Row: Janet 
Pennock, Lynn Praschak, 
Sheryl Albers, Judy Vas- 
sallo. Back Row: Debbie 
Zellers, Fran Duffy. 
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SECRET’S OUT 


Cooks reveal ‘world famous’ chicken noodle casserole 


25 lbs. Chicken or tur¬ 
key 

3 V 2 gal. Water #1 

V 2 cup Salt 

2 cups Diced onions 

1 V 2 gal. Water #2 

9 lbs. Noodles 

3 cans Mushroom soup 

7 V 2 lbs. Cheese 

Sound familiar? 

If not, the name of this 
scrumptious sounding dish is our 
cafeteria’s very own Chicken Noo¬ 
dle Casserole. This recipe was giv¬ 
en to us compliments of Burt 
Ogaz, director of food services. 

Students complain everyday 
about the cafeteria, but think 


about it, what would you do with¬ 
out it? STARVE?? 

The cafeteria cooks make 
about 1,100 servings of food each 
day. Give them some credit. But 
not all students are appreciative. 

“Most students are pleasant. 
Some students become irritated if 
they have to wait in line or if we 
run low on a certain item. At 
times, their language is irritating 
to me,” commented one of our own 
cooks. 

Another explained, 
“Sometimes when three or four 
friends come through together, 
they show off and act rowdy. Also, 
quite often, their language is vul¬ 


gar.” 

A third cook, all of which re¬ 
mains mysteriously anonymous, 
laughed, “Don’t know what their 
problem is!” 

Putting aside the vulgarities 
some student’s mouths contain, 
the cooks really DO love us. 

A different cook commented, 
“The school has been good to me. 
I enjoy watching the students 
from year to year how they have 
changed.” 

See? We really are loved. 

The cooks in our cafeteria try 
to prepare for us the yummiest 
most favorite dishes they can. 

Pizza and tacos must be the 


most favorite because “the line 
count is higher when these foods 
are served,” explained one of the 
cooks. 

These gourmet meals can 
range from the Italian invention 
of pizza to the Mexican concoc¬ 
tion called tacos, OLE!! 

All in all, we should give our 
cooks credit. Besides, if not for 
them, who would fill our empty, 
growling tummies during our 
long, HALF hour lunch break? □ 
Mickey Goodrich 

TIME FOR LUNCH! Arlene Phillips, cafe¬ 
teria worker, prepares for a rush of stu¬ 
dents. Desserts are the student's favor¬ 
ite part of lunch. 
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SHALL I POSE? Greg Harbrecht, senior, pauses a moment from 
his math work. Many students chose to be teachers’ assistants 
instead of taking study hall. (Schrenker photo) 


EVER 

FACED 


An approximate school year. 

Remember that girl who sat in the 
third seat, second row in French class? 

No? 

She had brown hair, wore a lot of 
black, wreaked of Liz Claiborne and never 
did homework. 

Still not familiar? 

Nine months later and the name just 
will not click. So look her up. 

Is she a senior? Who knows. 

But there is a great lookin’ senior guy 
who played in some band that nobody 
knew about. 

What about the sophomore everyone 
thought was someone’s little sister? Yes, 
she really was enrolled. 

And who was that guy with the long 
bangs and sharp Jansport backpack? Defi¬ 
nitely a senior. 

So look them up. 


People 
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Nine months. 


NOW DON’T GIVE ME THAT. Outside of the main office, Mike 
Gernez, senior, and Michelle Campbell, junior, stop to talk during 
the six minute passing period. Halls were congested due to 
groups of students. (Schrenker photo) 

WHO’S NUMBER ONE? During Homecoming week, Scott Gro- 
nowski, Scott Novak, and Jerry Phillips, seniors, show class spirit 
in togas. Students prepared floats for a competition during the 
half-time parade. 

























‘Saving for a rainy day’ 






WORK 


Money!!!! Everyone 
wants it or needs it, but 
where does it go? 

Some MHS students 
have jobs and others get al¬ 
lowances. All seem to spend 
it on their desires, likes and 
needs. 

Nicole LaPlante, senior, 
gets her paychecks and 
puts half in the bank for col¬ 
lege, prom or spring break. 

“The other half goes to 
my social life, like food, gas 
and clothes,” stated La¬ 
Plante. 

“I probably spend all to¬ 
gether $20 a week on food 
when I go out or work,” 
stated Erin Payton. Pay- 
ton says that food is her 
major expense. 

Many guys spend most 
their money on cars or 
dates. Jim Lilley, senior, in¬ 
vests his money into his car 
but actually spends more 
on his girlfriend. 

“We usually go out to 


dinner or a movie, but 
movies are getting too ex¬ 
pensive. I also spend money 
to put gas in my car to get 
there to pick her up,” stat¬ 
ed Lilley about his dates. 

Todd Paska, junior, said, 
“I spend my money on a ’23 
T-bucket with a Latham 
blower, and if I have some 
spare change, I buy my girl¬ 
friend two burgers for a 
buck at Burger King!” 

Even though most guys 
pay for dates, Nikki Pav- 
nic, sophomore, likes to pay 
for dinner or the movie, for 
example half of the date. 
She also pays for her 
friends when they go out if 
they do not have money. 

John Terry, junior, does 
not spend money when he 
goes out, instead he 
“mooches.” 

Having extra spending 
money is somewhat of a ne¬ 
cessity for students. Some 
students want to go to con¬ 


certs and out to eat or to do 
something fun. These 
things usually cost money. 

□Susan Lytle 

FOOD AND MORE FOOD! After 
school jobs are popular with 
many students. Tony Smith, se¬ 
nior, stock the shelves at Town 
and Country. (Schrenker photo) 




























































AFFECTION 

Rules don’t prevent hugging parents 


What would it feel like to 
see your father or mother in 
the hallways each day? 

On the other hand, what 
would it feel like for your 
parents to see you at school 
with all your friends? 

Quite a few students and 
teachers know exactly how 
it feels to see each other as 
more than relatives at 
school. And they all seem to 
enjoy it. 

Amy and Jodi Teeter, 
juniors, find themselves in 
a special situation of this 


sort: BOTH of their par¬ 
ents are members of the 
staff. 

“My sister and I have my 
father for a teacher. He’s a 
lot harder on us than other 
students, but I don’t mind; 
that’s the only way he can 
be fair,” stated Amy Tee¬ 
ter. 

She is quite comfortable 
with her parents working at 
MHS, explaining that they 
don’t “get into” her and her 
sister’s business, unless 
they get into trouble. 


“They’re not our parents at 
school. I barely even see my 
mom,” she commented. 

Dave Teeter, graphic 
arts instructor, included 
that their family discus¬ 
sions at home never cover 
test questions or anything 
of the sort. 

“Tests aren’t even men¬ 
tioned at home. The only 
time the girls talk to me 
about my class is if they 
might need an idea for a 
project, but that’s not very 
often,” he said. 


Steve Telfer, business 
teacher, and Kris Watson, 
sophomore, also have a fa¬ 
ther-daughter/ student- 
teacher relationship in a 
sense; he is her homeroom 
teacher. 

But, the problems some¬ 
times arise when many peo¬ 
ple, including teachers, do 
not know that they are re¬ 
lated because their last 
names are different. 

“At first, Kris didn’t 
know what to call me, ‘Dad’ 
or ‘Mr. Telfer.’ It was fun¬ 
ny. Now she just calls me 
‘Dad’,” mused Mr. Telfer. 

“But I think it’s nice hav¬ 
ing her around in school; 
it’s always nice to know 
what your kid is doing and 
who she’s hanging around 
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with,” he added. Also, he 
mentioned that he enjoys 
seeing the kids Kris grew 
up with from grade 
school. 

“At the beginning of 
the year, before everyone 
in homeroom knew he 
was my father, I played 
a joke on him. I stood up 
in homeroom and asked, 
‘Mr. Telfer, are you still 
picking me up from swim 
practice at 5:40 tonight?’ 
It was so funny! His face 
turned bright red!” 
laughed Watson. 

Her father then ex¬ 
plained that he usually 
doesn’t pick up students, 
but this was a special 
case; she’s his daughter. 
“A lot of people always 
tell my dad that the pic¬ 


ture of his daughter on his 

Watson. They don’t realize 
that she’s me,” said Wat¬ 
son. 

Don Slys, chemistry 
teacher, added that his 
son’s friends often seem a 
bit scared to come to their 
house. 

“They don’t think teach¬ 
ers ever wear jeans or some¬ 
thing,” Mr. Slys comment¬ 
ed. “I don’t even see Mike 
some days in school, but it’s 
nice knowing he’s there.' 

□Robyn Loda 


AFFECTION? Who says that the 
rule of not showing affection in 
the hallways applies to adminis¬ 
tration? Tom Herbert, assistant 
principal, and his daughter, Lisa 
Herbert, senior, make a great 
team. (Kirn photo) 



























AWESOME 

Barnes ‘keeps on peddling’ 


"If I had to make a choice be¬ 
tween racing in the Olympics or 
the Tour de France, I would defi¬ 
nitely go for the Olympics. The 
guys in the Tour de France race for 
themselves and for the money; I’d 
rather race for my country.” 

Cycling competitively for five 
years, Ken “Psycle” Barnes, se¬ 
nior, knows where he’s going. 

Barnes’s seriousness about the 
sport has earned him numerous 
awards as well as a reputation as 
an outstanding cyclist. 

Barnes has participated in 
many racing competitions, such as 
the White River Games, Indiana’s 
largest cycling race. He received 
two fifth place awards from the re¬ 
gional in Logansport, and anoth¬ 
er in the state competition in Indi¬ 
anapolis, where he had a flat tire 
this summer. 

"My girlfriend sent me all the 
information for a race in Cedar 
Rapids this summer after she 
moved to Iowa. When I went to 
visit her, I raced and won third 
place, along with a lap prize called 
a ‘prime’ for picking up my pace; 
it’s like a lap incentive,” explained 

However, Barnes said that the 
worst part about cycling competi¬ 
tively comes when he feels he has 
“worked so hard in preparing for 
a race” and his tire goes flat or he 
wrecks during the race. 


“When you wreck, you’re chef 
salad,” commented Barnes. “The 
biggest downfall is when you crash 
and you lock up. Then you look up, 
and the pack leaves you,” he 

Barnes trains year-round for 
competition. During the winter 
months, he and his trainer work 
out at Southlake Nautilus. His 
trainer tries to keep him on a diet, 
confessing that he “lets Ken slip 
up on his eating habits too much 
sometimes,” but he wants Barnes 
to train “out of his own free will.” 

In warmer weather, Barnes 
rides about 50 miles per day, in ad¬ 
dition to training at the health 
club. 

“I ride all over ... to Munster, 
Valparaiso, Lansing, the beach, 
for two to four hours per day. But 
I’m always afraid of being hit by 
cars,” stated Barnes. 

But just how fast can a person 
possibly go while peddling a bicy¬ 
cle? 

“I’ve ridden 43 miles per hour on 
a sprint, but my top speed was rid¬ 
ing behind a semi. That was about 
52 or 53 miles per hour, just like 
in “Breaking Away,” Barnes de¬ 
clared. nRobyn Loda 
READY TO RIDE. At his house, 
Ken Barnes, senior, poses with his 
bicycle. He has won many big 
races with it and hopes to continue 
this trend in the future. 
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SPECIAL 

Students receive support 


Many new students 
come to MHS throughout 
the school year, yet some of 
these students are some¬ 
what unique. 

These 25 to 30 special ed¬ 
ucation students range 
anywhere from being emo¬ 
tionally, physically or mild¬ 
ly mentally handicapped. 
However, the program for 
the physically handicapped 
was added in 1988. 

These students are 
“creative, intelligent and 
very kind,” said Jackie 
Linz, a special education 
teacher. 

“The teachers give more 
support to the individuals,” 
stated special education 
student Jodi Ahlbor, junior. 

Dr. Daniel C. Rapacz, 
principal, said that “the 
MHS students will meet 
more types of people, which 
will better enable them to 
know and understand the 
different types of people.” 

In addition, the special 
education students are on 
a somewhat regular aca- 


education students to get a 
job later on in their futures. 

Charles Carroll, special 
education teacher, and 
Miss Linz stated that the 
special education students 
are treated well, but 
thought students “could 
extend themselves more.” 

In addition, Rosellyn Ko- 
zell, special education 
teacher, replied that her 
students were “scared be¬ 
cause they worried about 
the harrassment of getting 
lost and not knowing any¬ 
one.” 

“Most of the student 
body is oblivious to them,” 
she added. Most of the 
physically handicapped 
students ignore the stu¬ 
dents and most of the MHS 
students ignore the special 
education students. 

□Tracy Gose 
GO FOR THE BASKET. On Feb. 
1 the Merrillville special ed stu¬ 
dents won a 23-20 victory over 
Valparaiso students. Scott 
Clark, sophomore, one of the 
guards during the game. (Bridy 
photo) 

























SNEAKER MANIA 


No matter the style, gym shoes remain ‘in’ 


Screech goes the sound of 
gym shoes echoing through 
the hallway. 

Air Jordon, Adidas, 
Pony, Tigers, Air Nike, 
British Knights and Ree- 
boks are some of the many 
gym shoes that students 
wear. 

Almost everybody has at 
least one pair of gym shoes, 
but “what’s hot and what’s 
not” is each individual 
opinion. 

According to Tracy Fer¬ 
nandez, senior, “I like Air 
Nikes because of the high 
support that they give my 
weak ankles when I run just 
in case I happen to run into 
a pot hole.” 


Also, Gregg Mohoi, soph¬ 
omore, said “I like Adidas 
because they are light 
weight on my feet and don’t 
give me blisters like Ree- 
boks because they fall 
apart inside.” 

Not all students are in¬ 
volved in extracurricular 
activities but still wear the 
latest styles. 

Darren Brewer, sopho¬ 
more, “I like Baileys be¬ 
cause nobody wears them 
around this area because 
nobody sells them here.” 

Bill Albach, senior, “I 
like to wear gym shoes that 
no one else wears because 
no one has the same pair.” 

On the other hand, shoes 


fit people differently and 
not all people like the same 
style and brand. 

Tracy Pardus, sopho¬ 
more, “The Venture shoes 
are in style because the ma¬ 
jority of the people wear 
them because they’re soft 
and relaxing on your feet.” 

Julie Harris, senior, said, 
“I like to wear Reeboks be¬ 
cause of the bright colors 
like orange, blue, green and 
yellow that are provided.” 

The Merrillville boys 
basketball team goes to an 
extreme in buying $99 gym 
shoes. 

This specific shoe is 
suppose to allow a person to 
jump higher and add Quick¬ 


ness. 

According to Brian 
Piunti, junior, “I can jump 
six inches higher and touch 
the square on the back 
board.” 

The strength shoe 
stretches the hamstring 
and builds up the calf 
muscles. 

To do so, Jim East, bas¬ 
ketball coach, works a well 
defined program with repe¬ 
titious work of squats, toe 
raises with weight and 
many more special exercise 
required for those shoes. 

Mike’s Sporting Goods, 
Brown’s Footlocker and 
The Finish Line are some of 
the many stores that pro- 
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vide the students with 
brand name shoes. 

Colleen Henry, assis¬ 
tant manager of The Fin¬ 
ish Line, said, “Nike Air 
Assaults is the most pop¬ 
ular shoe being sold be¬ 
cause it is one of the back 
to school shoes.” 

Also, Mary Thorne, as¬ 
sistant aid of Brown’s, 
"Reeboks are the highest 
selling shoe because of 
the soft leather.” 

Gym shoe style change 
year after year; however, 
some styles are fads. No 
matter what gym shoes 
are here to stay. □ 
Lisa Herbert 


LACE ’EM UP! Mark Hildago, 
senior, takes time out to tie up 
his gym shoes. Today, gym 
shoes are worn for many oth¬ 
er occasions besides gym 
class. (Vela photo) 
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Thomas Kierzkowski — Football 9,10,11; German Club 
10,11. Kim Kim — Fall Play 10; Powder Puff 10; Yearbook 
12; Quill and Scroll 12. Nancy Knezic — Choir 9; Powder 
Puff 11.12; Newspaper 12; Tennis 9,10.11; Yearbook 12; 
Volleyball 9: Builders Club 9. Susan E. Koenig — Basketball 
10; Choir 9; FEA12; Pom pons 9; Student Council 9; Volley¬ 
ball 10.11; Builders Club officer 9. Anne M. Kolodzinski — 
Newspaper 9; Softball 9,10,11,12; Volleyball 10,11,12; Build¬ 
ers Club 9. 


Mark Kopil — Basketball statistician 12; Volleyball score- 
keeper 12; SADD 12. Laurie Koritko — Honor Society 12; 
National Jr. Honor Society 9; Powder Puff 10,11,12; Spanish 
Club 11.12: Student Advisory Committee 11; Spanish Honor¬ 
ary 12; SADD 12. Kevin Koveck — National Jr. Honor Soci¬ 
ety 9. Paul Kralis. Susan Krcoski — Choir 9; Pom pons 9; 
Builders Club 9. 


Mike Krecik. Joe Kumstar — Choir 9; Quest Club 11; SADD 
12 Erik LaCoss — Prom Court 11. Brian Landgrebe. David 


Seniors 
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SKILL 

Boards gain popularity 


Skateboarding is one of 
the latest fads. 

People became interest¬ 
ed in skateboarding for sev¬ 
eral different reasons. For 
some it was “friends and 
watching pros” as Steve 
Perosky, junior, said. 

Others were just curious. 
“My biggest influence was 
going to Chicago with my 
friends and seeing a ton of 
skaters. My friends saw 
them and took it up, and I 
followed suit,” commented 
Mike Banham, senior. 

Skateboarding is consid¬ 
ered a hobby, a sport and a 
talent. It is also a tremen¬ 
dous challenge. Banham 
said, “I skateboard because 
to me it replaces other ath¬ 
letic outlets like basketball, 
football, etc. I also do it be¬ 
cause I think it is an art.” 

Also, it can be used as a 
way of transportation. Per¬ 
osky added, the longest he 
ever traveled at one time 


was four miles, but he usu¬ 
ally travels about twenty 
miles throughout the day. 

Business parking lots, 
through the streets and 
Crown Point Town Square 
are some other places where 
people enjoy skateboard¬ 
ing. 

Certain skills are 
quired to skateboard. Ban 
ham said, “It takes bal 
ance, guts and motivation.’ 

The cost of a “quality’ 
skateboard ranges from 
$140 to $210. 

Perosky added, “A kid 
can look at it as he can show 
himself he can do anything. 
For example, if a parent 
puts a kid down, he can 
practice and become good. 
It’s a point of success.” 
□Lisa Krol 

ROLLING ONI! Skateboarding 
has become popular with some 
students. Mike Banham, senior, 
shows his expert skills against a 
brick wall. (Vela photo) 
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CULTURAL EXCHANGE 

Foreign students adjust to American lifestyle 

“The American people are 
mostly very friendly and 
open.” 

“They all say ‘Hi’ and ‘How 
are you,’ but it’s hard to make 
real good friends. Still, I like 
America and its people very 
well, said Kristin Storen, a se¬ 
nior exchange student from 
Trondheim, Norway. 

On Aug. 23, 1988, students 
may have noticed some new 
faces in their senior class¬ 
rooms. 

These were the faces of the 
new foreign exchange stu¬ 
dents. These students, who 
come from a variety of coun¬ 
tries, completed a year at 
MHS before returning home in 
June. 

Merrillville seems to be an 
ideal place for exchange stu¬ 
dents to adjust to the Ameri¬ 
can lifestyle. Not only does it 
offer places to go, it also gives 
these newcomers to America a 
wide variety of places to eat 
and stores to shop. 

Many of these exchange stu¬ 
dents have never seen a mall 
before. Moreover, it is not very 
big, yet it is relatively close to 




large cities like Chicago or In¬ 
dianapolis. 

These exchange students 
also have the opportunity to 
enjoy new and different experi¬ 
ences while in America. Sto¬ 
ren, for example, attended the 
Homecoming dance, which 
they do not have in Norway. 
She also enjoys American mu- 

“I play clarinet in the band. 
I’ve also been marching on the 
football field with them, which 
I’ve never done before,” said 
Storen. 

She continued, “I like the 
big American cars and my first 
driving session. I’ve had nice 
trips with my host family. 
What I like the least is how ev¬ 
erybody here is so dependent 
on driving the car. It makes me 
feel ‘tied-up’ some how. 

For the most part, however, 
the exchange students seem to 
enjoy MHS and their new 
friends. 

These students will take 
home with them many wonder¬ 
ful memories of their stay here, 
along with the knowledge of 
what it’s like to be an Ameri¬ 



can. 

But, the students who got to 
know them will also carry with 
them these memories of their 
time here. □ Kim Zart 
STUDY HARD. Tom Ros, senior, 
and Kristin Storen, senior, study 
the recent political election in 
MaryAnn Galanis’s fifth hour 
government class. Storen and 
Ros are exchange students from 
Norway and Sweden. 
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BEATING THE ODDS 

‘Squeaky’ overcomes leukemia with treatments, attitude 


Many people have to 
fight for things that mean 
a lot to them. However, 
some must fight for the ulti¬ 
mate possession, their 
lives. 

Ronale J. Dubowski, 
known as “Squeaky” by 
her friends, had to struggle 
to keep her life. Near the 
end of Squeaky’s junior 
year, she was informed she 
had Acute Lympocytic 
Leukemia. 

This illness immobilized 
her two weeks before Prom. 
Although she was taking 
medication that made her 


extremely weak, she did at¬ 
tend prom. 

Squeaky said, “I had a 
great time. I shocked a lot 
of people by showing up, 
but I’m so glad I went. I 
think it reassured me that 
cancer wouldn’t change me 
that much.” 

Squeaky enjoys travel¬ 
ing with her sister, Demi, 
and shopping. But, since 
becoming ill, her activities 
have become limited. 

“I spent most of my sum¬ 
mer just sleeping and lay¬ 
ing around doing nothing. 
But every once in a while I 


would go out with my 
friends when I felt okay, 
which wasn’t too often,” 
she stated. 

Just recently she went 
back to work in Century 
Mall. “It feels really good to 
go back to work. I missed 
having something to do,” 
Squeaky commented. 

This senior has overcome 
many problems, including 
the side effects of her ill¬ 
ness. For six months 
Squeaky went through 
extensive chemotherapy 
treatment Squeaky be¬ 
comes violently sick. 


Since she had a Hickman 
catheter placed in her 
chest, she was able to ad¬ 
minister her own chemo¬ 
therapy. 

“Having the catheter 
made it a lot easier for me. 
It was easier to give myself 
chemotherapy than going 
to the doctor,” said 
Squeaky. 

The illness itself has 
caused Squeaky to lose 30 
pounds and her hair. 
Squeaky describes the ill¬ 
ness’s effects as “tough” 
but “it was a small price to 
pay for my life.” 
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Kim Runholt. Vanessa Runion — Band 9,10,11,12: Flag 
Corps 11.12; Orchestra 10; Sunshine Society 10; Track Stat- 
istican 11,12. David Russell. Dave Ruszkiewicz — Choir 9. 
Taso Sakaieros — Football 9,10,11,12; Honor Society 
11,12; National Jr. Honor Society 9. 


April Salyer. Mike Samson. Michele Santos — Cheerlead¬ 
ing 9,10; Choir 9; FEA11, officer 12; National Jr. Honor Soci¬ 
ety 9; Powder Puff 10,11.12; Quest Cub 10; Spanish Club 
12; Tennis 9,10,11,12; Spanish Honorary 12. Tod W. Sapper. 
Jeffrey J. Shieb — Band 9.10,11,12; German Club 9,10; Or¬ 
chestra 9,10,11,12. 


Vicki Schlotterback. Dan Schoon. Marcus J. Schrenker — 
Fall Play 11; Football 10; German Club 9,10; Newspaper 
11,12; Quest Club 10,11,12; Quill and Scroll 11,12; Spring 
Play 12; Student Council officer 9,10.11; Swimming 11; Year¬ 
book 11,12. Mark Shulte. Jason Seale — German Club 
11,12; Honor Society 9,10,11,12; Orchestra 9,10; Jets officer 
11,12. 




When Squeaky was in¬ 
formed she had leukemia 
the first thing she said 
was, “I can’t believe I’m 
going to die.” 

“But,” continued 
Squeaky, “then I realized 
it was curable, and I was 
going to make it. I also 
think my doctors helped 
me realize that I’ll live.” 

The illness put the 
MHS senior’s family 
through a trauma. 
Squeaky said, “I don’t 
think I was as scared as 
much as my family and 
friends were. I think it 
was easier for me to ac¬ 
cept because I knew I 
could make it.” 

Squeaky is interested 
i entering the medical 


field after graduation. “I 
feel if I could give one per¬ 
son the support that my 
doctors gave me, I would 
feel as though my life were 
completed. For this reason, 
I feel I need to enter the 
medical field,” she said. 

Squeaky concluded 
about her illness, “It made 
me realize that people, like 
myself, take their health 
for granted. It takes some¬ 
thing like this to teach you 
the value of life.” DMar- 
cus Schrenker 


ALWAYS GOING FOR PERFEC¬ 
TION! Nancy Knezic, senior, and 
'Squeaky' Dubowski, senior, 
carefully checks over layouts for 
the paper. Squeaky was editor of 
the Mirror. (Kirn photo) 
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Kristin Storen — Band 12; Swimming 12. Fredrik Strand — 
Soccer 12; Swimming 12. Angeiine Strogilos — Powder Puff 
10,11,12; Spanish Club 12. James R. Sullivan — Band 
9,10,11,12; Orchestra 9,10,11,12; Revue 10,11,12. Lance 
Summers — Football 10,11,12; Track 9,10,11,12; Wrestling 
9,10. 


Kim Sutkowski — Fall Play 10; Honor Society 11. officer 12; 
National Jr. Honor Society 9; Powder Puff 10,12; SADD 10; 
Drama Club 10.11. Katrina Marie Svetich — Choir 9; FEA 
12; German Club 10,11; Pom pons 9; Powder Puff 10,11,12; 
Track 12; SADD 11,12. Tamara Kaye Tabor — Track 
9,10,11,12; Volleyball 9; Yearbook 11,12; Quill and Scroll 12; 
Builders Club 9. Suzie Tam. Christine J. Teliszczak — 
Swimming 11,12. 
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Jeff Smith fights his way to the top 


After fighting competi¬ 
tively for almost four years 
at some of Chicagoland’s 
hottest entertainment pla¬ 
zas, this senior plans to con¬ 
tinue his amateur boxing 
career. 

Jeff “Smitty” Smith, a 
147-pound welter weight 
has an impessive 15-4 ama¬ 
teur Boxing record. 

“One of my mom’s 
friends started me boxing,” 
Smitty said. “One day he 
got the gloves and we start¬ 
ed messing around; then I 
said this is fun’ and I took 
it up seriously,” he added. 

When training for a 
fight, Smith will run three 
to four miles per day, spar, 
hit the bags and shadow 
box in the gym. 

“The key to fighting is re¬ 
laxing,” he said. “If you get 
nervous, you won’t be as ag¬ 
ile or quick and you get kill¬ 


ed.” 

When asked about his 
boxing style, Smitty confi¬ 
dently replied, “I’m a coun¬ 
ter puncher, but when the 
time is right, I like to get in 
there and scrap!” 

Smith’s best asset may 
be his ability to find his 
opponents weak spot. 

“I find their weaknesses 
and make them pay for 
their mistakes with a vi¬ 
cious body attack,” he said 
laughingly. 

Before a fight, he listens 
to music to get himself fired 
up. 

“When I listen to 
‘Exploited,’ it really gets 
me going,” he stated. 

His manager, Dennis 
Hartesty, also manages 
professional boxers Marty 
Jukobowsky and Jack 
“Kid” Callahan. 

“He tells me what I’m do¬ 


ing wrong; he always says 
‘throw combinations and 
work off the jab,” Smith 
said. 

To find Smitty in action, 
you would have to go to 
places like Ditkas Restau¬ 
rant, Faces Night Club and 
the Bismarck Hotel. 

As for career goals, 
Smith plans to continue 
boxing as an amateur. 

“I don’t want to go pro,” 
he said. “I want to Box seri¬ 
ously in high school but just 
for fun in college,” he con¬ 
cluded. □ Mike Parker 

ON HIS WAY. While training for 
a fight, amateur boxer Jeff 
Smith, senior, runs laps after 
school. Jeff has been fighting 
competitively for almost four 
years. (Schrenker photos) 
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PRESSURE 


Advanced preparation improves SAT results 


Alarm clocks sounded, 
parents yelled, and hun¬ 
dreds of students moaned. 

It was Saturday morning 
and America’s future was 
crawling out of bed and pre¬ 
paring for what may be the 
most important test they 
have ever taken. 

The Scholastic Aptitude 
Test, better known as the 
SAT. Almost all colleges 
use this test as a means for 
determining admission to 
their school. 

However, students have 
differing opinions concern¬ 
ing the accuracy of the test. 

“They aren’t accurate 
because they don’t measure 
practical knowledge. The 
questions the test asks cov¬ 
er material most students 
have never seen before,” 


said Christine Woldt, se¬ 
nior. 


According to Allison Kai¬ 
ser, senior, “It does not 
measure a person’s true in¬ 
telligence. They give you 
questions on things that 
you have never been 
taught, such as the vocabu¬ 
lary and math sections.” 

Still, students know that 
if they are planning on at¬ 
tending college, they must 
take this test. The test is 
given at various times 
throughout the year to ac¬ 
comodate the individual 
needs of each student. 

Some students put in 
long hours of studying in 
the hopes of earning a high¬ 
er score. But, the majority 
of the students do not feel 
that studying is very bene¬ 


ficial to them. 

“The test asks questions 
that you would have to be 
a genius to answer correct¬ 
ly. It’s not really a measure 
of intelligence, but more of 
common sense, and that’s 
what you must live with for 
the rest of your life, not 
some worthless test score,” 
said Karen Smith, senior. 

Most students feel that 
preparations for the test is 
important, however. Ac¬ 
cording to the College 
Board, being prepared is 
probably the best way for 
a student to earn a higher 
score on the SAT. 

The best way for an indi¬ 
vidual to prepare for the 
test is to just be familiar 
with the test itself and to 
know exactly what is expec¬ 


ted on test day. 

However, the College 
Board also said that 
“simply, drilling on hun¬ 
dreds of questions cannot 
do much to help you de¬ 
velop the skills in verbal 
and mathematical rea¬ 
soning that the test mea¬ 
sures.” 

“People can prepare 
for the test, but there’s 
no real way of studying 
for it. How can you study 
when you don’t know 
what kind of questions 
and vocabulary words 
will be on the test?” said 
Chris Sheely, senior. 

Still, another concern 
about the accuracy of the 
SAT deals with the stu¬ 
dent’s health and state of 
mind on the day of the 


j 


Ronald Abascal 
James Adams 
Jodi Ahlborn 
Gayle Anderson 


Eric Baker 
Randall Bard 
Timothy Barnes 
Thomas Barnett 


Cathy Beddome 
Heather Bell 
Shelly Bessler 
Scott Betkowski 


Deanna Brown 
Yvette Brown 
Derrick Brummet 














Juniors 


WHAT’S THAT WORD? SAT's are a 
must if one plans to attend college. Jen¬ 
ny Cavanaugh, junior, prepares for the 
SAT’s on Saturday. 

WHERE DO I SIGN UP? Many students 
ask guidance counselors about SAT and 
ACT testing. Mandy Roberts, sopho¬ 
more, asks Maryanne Battistini, coun¬ 
selor, about the SAT test. 


test. 

Joka Dukic, senior, 
said, “The test only mea¬ 
sures your performance 
on one particular day. If 
you aren’t feeling well or 
you have a problem on 
your mind, you may do 
poorly on the test.” 

In agreement, Stacy 
Parks, senior, said, “If 
you are sick or preoccu¬ 
pied by something, you’ll 
do much worse than if 
you feel well. Also, some 
students have to work 
late hours the night be¬ 
fore the test and don’t get 
enough sleep which leads 
to a poor performance.” 

Nevertheless, stu¬ 
dents planning to apply 
to a college or university 
must take the SAT re¬ 
gardless of their feelings 
toward it. DKim Zart 








































JAM Ml 1ST 

Expensive hobby rewarding for D.J.s 


AAAA . . . Wicki-Wicki- 
Wicki ... 

D.J.-ing is just one of the 
hobbies some students take 
part in. 

“I see it more as a hobby 
than as a profession,” com¬ 
mented ‘Vicious’ Vic Tel¬ 
lez, senior. 

It’s probably more of a 
hobby because if the D.J.s 
look at it as ‘work,’ it might 
become boring. 

Charles ‘Get Down’ 
Kelly, senior, mentioned, 
“It’s a hobby not a job! It 
relaxes my mind.” 

Even though this ‘hobby’ 
is fun and relaxing, it can 
get into some serious 
bucks. 


‘Vicious’ Vic explained, 
“It’s pretty expensive to 
buy your own equipment. 
Then you have to buy rec¬ 
ords; plus, if you want to 
update your stuff, you need 
money.” 

Adding to the expense of 
D.J.-ing, it can also be com¬ 
plicating. 

“It’s kind of complex. 
When you blend two rec¬ 
ords together, you must be 
in the right beat,” explain¬ 
ed Kelly. 

Tellez added, “The only 
time it’s complex is when 
you first start to learn.” 

The music played by 
D.J.s is the main idea of the 
hobby. 


“I buy my records from 
Importes Etc., Loop Rec¬ 
ords in Chicago and Taures 
Records in Hammond,” in¬ 
formed Tellez. 

But putting aside the ex¬ 
pense of this hobby, there 
is a feeling of power. 

Kelly finished, “When 
everybody is enjoying 
themselves and dancing, it 
makes me feel as though 
I’m the BOSS!” 
□Mickey Goodrich 


LET’S ROCK & ROLL! many stu¬ 
dents are interested in music in 
one way or another. Vic Tellez, 
senior, is one of the many stu¬ 
dent disc jockey’s at Merrillville. 
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NOT MY FAULT! 

Surviving a ‘fender bender’ means facing parents 


Imagine this hypotheti¬ 
cal situation: 

Driving down a fairly 
common strip of gravel cov¬ 
ered pavement, the aware¬ 
ness of a very sharp 90 de¬ 
gree turn is just not pres¬ 
ent. 

Shall the story continue? 

Before any reaction is 
taken, the car only makes 
about an 80 degree turn and 
is heading down a ravine 
on, as it seems, an untimely 
trip to the underworld. 

The car is barely staying 
top-side-up and everything 


in the car, including the 
passengers, is turbulently 
ricocheting off the interior 
of the car. It finally stops. 
It’s all over. 

Now imagine the first 
thing that might be said. 

“All I could think about 
was my parents yelling at 
me,” remembered Amy 
Huber, senior, after being 
struck by another car. 

That is usually the first 
reaction taken. But, after 
sitting there a while, the 
thoughts sometimes 
change and all is forgotten 


about (1) GET OUT OF 
CAR (2) CALL POLICE, 
etc. 

“After I thought about it, 
I decided I really didn’t 
want the car anymore any¬ 
way,” shrugged Joe Kum- 
star, senior. “I was also 
thinking of the ways in 
which my dad was going to 
kill me.” 

Of course, the remem¬ 
brance of how great life was 
going moments before the 
misfortune occured is still 
only a remembrance. 

Claudia Traficante, ju¬ 


nior, clearly recalled her 
tragic night. “I was 
thinking of how lucky I 
was to have my BEST 
FRIEND driving me 
around and not my par¬ 
ents. Then, down we 
went.” “It felt like we 
were going off the face of 
the earth and down to 
Hell. Then we landed. All 
I could imagine was what 
if when I looked to my 
left, she was mangled 
through the windshield. 
All she got, though, was 
a bruise on her knee,” she 
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added. 

Sometimes most peo¬ 
ple aren’t all that lucky 
and their lives take dras¬ 
tic turns physically and 
socially. 

Huber stated, “I was in 
the hospital for six days, 
so I really didn’t have 
anywhere to go. Now, it’s 
kind of a pain because 
there aren’t enough 
cars.” 

Some good can also 
come out of a slight judg¬ 
mental error. 

Laura Tripp, senior, 
happily chanted, “I’ve re¬ 
ally become a cautious 
driver, and I look both 
ways.” 


Sometimes, if luck is 
near, the car will turn out 
to be the worst in the finale 
of the whole catastrophe. 

As parents always say, 
but never mean: “the car 
can always be replaced, but 
my precious sweetheart 
can’t.” 

And remember, there re¬ 
ally IS life after totaling the 
car! □Mickey Good¬ 
rich 

GOING RECKLESS! Many stu¬ 
dents drive to school in wrecked 
cars. This car, owned by Teresa 
Harper, senior, is just one of the 
many banged-up cars. 
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STARDOM 

Basement bands seek fame 


As you slowly walk down 
the creaking stairs, you lis¬ 
ten intently to the eerie 
sound of guitars and drums 
that are coming up from the 
depths of the basement. 

“Who’s down there?” 
you question. 

“It sounds like a band.” 

Most likely it is a band. 
These bands are appropri¬ 
ately called “basement 
bands.” 

Students’ reasons for be¬ 
ing in a band vary. Some 
are hoping that one day 
they will become famous. 

For example, Jim Ber- 
dine, senior, wants to some¬ 
day take his music and 
drums to California to 
make it big. Berdine is in 
the band, Lynxx and has 
performed at MHS before. 

“Money, girls, and the 
thought of people going to 
see us for who we are and 
what we do best,” Berdine 
stated as his reason for 
wanting fame. 

Rob Ross, senior, felt dif¬ 
ferently about fame. “It is 
too much of a hassle to be 
famous. You get famous 
and want to stay famous, so 
you compromise your mu¬ 
sic to please the critics and 
fans,” explained Ross, who 
is also in a basement band. 

Ross’ band, however, is 
just for fun and the enjoy¬ 
ment of playing the music 
they like. 


“No matter how much I 
play or how much money I 
make, our parents are the 
biggest critics,” stated 
Buddy Pearson, senior. 

Parents seem to have a 
large influence on the base¬ 
ment bands. For example, 
Pearson’s band wrote a 
song, “Supper,” that result¬ 
ed from a band member’s 
dad complaining that they 
were so loud he couldn’t fin¬ 
ish his supper. 

Parents also have an in¬ 
fluence over when it is okay 
to practice and how late 
they can be in the base¬ 
ment. They also don’t hesi¬ 
tate to say exactly what 
they think of the music. 

“They always tell us 
when we sound good or like 
?!1#$%,’’stated Pearsons 
about his parents. 

Many basement bands 
are on their way to stardom 
already. 

For example, senior Tom 
Lopez’s band, The Parlia¬ 
ment, has played at Lake 
Eliza, MHS’ Homecoming 
and Andrean’s Homecom¬ 
ing. 

The B.S. Bowlers, Pear¬ 
son’s band has made a pro¬ 
fessional tape. Lynxx, Ber- 
dine’s band, has also start¬ 
ed on it’s way to stardom 
by playing in the Revue, at 
a dance in the gym and lo¬ 
cal clubs. 

Some students practice 


in their basement, even 
though they are not really 
in basement bands. For ex¬ 
ample, Matt Stefankiew- 
icz, senior, plays his drums 
just for the pleasure of 
playing the music he 
likes. □ Susan Lytle 


PRACTICE MAKES PER¬ 
FECT! Scott Hicks, junior, and 
Marco Villarreal, sophomore, 
practice for their band Lynxx. 
This new band is made up of 
all MHS students and has 
been gaining popularity. 
(Yugo photo) 















































IN STYLE 

Old styles return with new look 


Yes, the ole’ mini skirt 
with bobby socks and white 
tennies are back. 

The fashions have been 
changing or rotating from 
year to year. 

For instances, the fash¬ 
ions of today are much like 
the fashions of nearly 30 
years ago. 

Joe Kumstar, senior, 
stated, “The fashions are 
great. They’re comfortable, 
but also casual.” 

Faith Parker, junior, had 
1 a different outlook on the 
; rotating fashion trend. 

She said she really didn’t 
care about how the fashions 


rotate. “I just wear what I 
want to wear.” 

Some parents seem to be 
happy the fashions are 
back from 30 years ago. 

They said they would 
rather see their children in 
the clean ‘50’s look, than 
the dirty ‘70’s look. 

Tom Dawson, a local 
physical therapist, was 
reminded of the 1920’s 
fashion in the early 1980’s. 

“Look at the ‘bob’,” he 
said, “that style was start¬ 
ed in the 1920’s, not the 
1980’s.” 

Mr. Dawson also said 
how he enjoyed the slicked 


back flat top and the pleat¬ 
ed baggie pants from the 
‘50’s era. 

What’s next? Are we go¬ 
ing to go back to the 
“hippie” era with bell bot¬ 
tom jeans and worn T- 
shirts? 

Well, let’s just 
take it year by year 
for now. DMarlene 
Kierzkowski 

LIKE MY SHIRT? Many students 
express themselves through 
their clothing. Laura Huston, se¬ 
nior, expresses herself by wear¬ 
ing a peace shirt. (Schrenker 
photo) 













SASSY 

Controversy surrounds magazine 


“Bright, stylish, sophis¬ 
ticated new magazine that 
really speaks your lan¬ 
guage.” 

Sales pitch. 

But, it’s not just for your 
regular run-of-the-mill teen 
magazine. This one has par¬ 
ents running to their near¬ 
by magazine counter and 
advertisers dropping their 
contracts. 

The name is Sassy. Yet, 
what makes this magazine 
so different from the rest? 

To begin, Sassy sent a 
free poster of Johnny Depp, 
“21 Jump Street” star, and 
pamphlet explaining the 
new magazine. Plus, an op¬ 
portunity to receive the 
first issue free was sent to 


many teens across the U.S. 

Having a large market 
aimed at young girls rang¬ 
ing from 13 to 18 years old, 
Sassy explicitly covers ar¬ 
eas from homosexuality to 
the hottest new stars. This 
is where the controversy 
begins. 

At first, three women 
and others united to stop 
this, as they describe it 
“sassy, brash, full of ener¬ 
gy, and disrespectful of au¬ 
thority” magazine. 

Many teens agree with 
the magazine being 
straight forward. 

“Sassy was very blunt 
about everything. They ex¬ 
plained things in terms 
that young people could un¬ 


derstand rather than with 
medical terms,” explained 
Krissi Peters, senior. 

Other concerned parents 
then joined in the task of re¬ 
moving this magazine from 
local checkouts. As of now, 
Hook’s drugstores across 
Indiana have pulled Sassy 
from the shelves. They felt 
the magazine does not com¬ 
ply to their “decency in lit¬ 
erature policy.” 

In addition, Kroger foods 
has discontinued carrying 
Sassy in Indiana, Illinois 
and parts of Missouri and 
Kansas. 

Many advertisers began 
to become more aware of 
what they were advertising 
in. Again, this was due to 


concerned citizens in¬ 
forming them with let¬ 
ters of interest. 

The Noxell Corpora¬ 
tion, makers of Noxema 
and Cover Girl, is one of 
the advertisers dropping 
Sassy. 

Authorities state they 
have questioned materi¬ 
als presented in Sassy 
for several months now. 

Moreover, in the St. 
Louis area all 7-11 Stores 
have removed Sassy 
magazine. As one Illinois 
woman explained, “Once 
the manager saw what 
was contained in Sassy, 
he was glad to remove the 
magazine from the 
shelves.” 

One way Sassy works 
its way into teens’ hands 
is the articles about rock 
and movie stars. In the 
August issue’s “What 
Now” feature, Phillip 
Lewis, rock and roll 
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group L.A. Guns’ lead 
singer, explained want¬ 
ing to lose his virginity. 

“I haven’t lost it yet. 
I’m looking for Miss 
Right. And if I can’t find 
her, Miss Right Now will 
do,” explained Lewis. 

Sassy editor, Jane 
Pratt, explained, “Sas¬ 
sy, in no way intends to 
take the place of parents 
or to undermine their val¬ 
ues. We only hope to be 
i source of entertain¬ 
ment, companionship 
and information for teen¬ 
agers at a time when such 
information is potential¬ 
ly a matter of life and 
death.” DNikki Bar- 
kasi 


DECIDING FOR HERSELF. 

Jennifer Vlasic, junior, flips 
through an issue of Sassy 
magazine. “Sassy used to be 
very straight-forward; now it's 
just like Teen and all the rest,” 
commented Vlasic. (Yugo 
photo) 






































THEY’RE HERE! 


Horror movies net ‘big bucks,’ attract teens 


Why is it that when you 
wake up in the middle of 
the night and find your ted¬ 
dy bear on the floor you 
don’t just bend down and 
pick him up? 

Because that would be 
crossing the forbidden 
zone. The place where ev¬ 
erything scary hides until 
night. 

How could we forget the 
scene in “Poltergiest” when 
the little boy trespasses 
and finds the evil clown 
waiting. 

Scenes like this are not 
soon forgotten and often 
bring us back for the se¬ 
quels. 

Jason, Freddie and the 
Bates Motel are just a few 
with infinite sequels. And 
regardless, the resurection 
of the character draws us 
back. 

Punched, kicked, burnt, 
shot or hung, the bad guy 
kept coming back for more. 
And so did we. 

However, the monsters 
aren’t always the thing 
that brings viewers back. 

Last year $1.4 billion 
were grossed from the 
movies from people be¬ 
tween the ages of 12-20. 

Elaine Evdokiou, junior. 


stated, “If there’s a scary 
movie out and I have 
money, I always go with my 
friends to see it because 
horror movies are the best. 
Drama movies put me to 
sleep.” 

The show is one of the 
best places to go on a date. 

“On a date I liked to take 
Jon to a horror movie,” said 
Melissa Boger, senior, 
“because he gets really 
scared and cuddles with 
me.” 

And of course there’s the 
people who go only for the 
gore. Seeing someones’ in¬ 
sides turned out is the thrill 
that they came looking for. 

“I like the blood and guts 
splashing everywhere,” Al¬ 
lan Folz, sophomore, com¬ 
mented, “but they never 
have a decent plot or any re¬ 
alism, so they’re okay.” 

Regardless of the bad 
publicity, horror movies 
have us hooked. DTam- 
my Tabor 

SPOOKY THINGS. The Quest 
Class skeleton gives students 
suggestions on how to deal with 
scarey problems. Horror movies 
are a big business. (Yugo photo) 
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BACK IN TIME 

50 ’s era returns at local eateries 


Eating . . . 

It can be pretty boring af¬ 
ter a while. Just going out 
to the same fast food joints. 

However, some restau¬ 
rants in Northwest Indiana 
and Chicagoland decided to 
put a new twist in eating 
out. 

Al’s Diner in Merrillville, 
Jim Dandy’s in Hobart, 
Blue Top Drive-In in High¬ 
land and Ed Debevic’s in 
Chicago all dared to be dif¬ 
ferent in the restaurant 
business. 

All of these restaurants 
are celebrating the rock ’n 
roll decade of the fifties. 

Posters of James Dean 
and Marilyn Monroe, mu¬ 


sic from “the King,” genu¬ 
ine jukeboxes and adver¬ 
tisements for the products 
of the 1950’s all contribute 
to the authenticity of these 
restaurants. 

But, it doesn’t stop with 
decor. 

“The waitresses dance 
on the tables, and they play 
the music so loud you can 
hear it for three blocks. The 
customers have to go pick 
up their food, and if your 
five minutes late on picking 
it up, they’ll say, ‘Sorry, too 
bad, you’ll have to go some¬ 
where else’,” pointed out 
Tammy Gose, junior, about 
Ed Debevic’s. 

A woman, next to Gose, 


ordered a cheeseburger and 
the waitress asked, “What 
kind of cheese do you 
want?” 

“What kind of cheeses do 
you have?” she inquired. 

“Look at the menu and 
find out,” remarked the 
waitress. 

Can you believe they 
treat their customers like 
this? 

Yes, because they take 
courses on how to talk, 
walk and look just like an 
authentic fifties waitress. 
Right down to the chewing 
gum, the bobby socks with 
saddle shoes and of course, 
the attitude of this era. 

Matt Stefankiewicz, se¬ 



nior, summed it up 
with, “Ed Debevic’s is 
the original.” 

Carrie Grant, junior, 
found Al’s Diner a lot 
of fun as well. 

“Even though no one 
would give them a per¬ 
mit to dance, they had 
a sock hop with a D.J. 
All these older people 
with fifties cars came. 

“It’s neat; it’s fifties 
all the way down to the 
dishes,” ended Grant. 

But, Mark Fryer, ju¬ 
nior, thought Al’s Din¬ 
er “has too much stuff; 
it’s too jammed and 


“And the 


















good, but it’s too expen¬ 
sive,” concluded Fryer. 

“Al’s Diner is defi¬ 
nitely a take-off from 
Ed’s,” he added. 

“Ed Debevic’s has 
more happening. It’s 
like a party; Al’s is just 
a bunch of adults with 
their kids,” added Jim 
Berdine, senior. 

Along with Al’s and 
Ed’s is Dandy’s . . .Jim 
Dandy’s. 

“Oh yeah! I like par¬ 
tying with those greas¬ 
ers at Jim Dandy’s! 
You go get greased up 
on burgers and then go 
across the street to 
Steve’s Putt-Putt and 



it’s 18holes.. .justlike 
that,” commented 
Kelly Kavocevic, junior. 

One other restaurant in 
this area followed the trend 
of the fifties. 

It’s Blue Top — the main 
hang-out for the cruisin’ 
cars of Highland. 

Remember those old A & 
W root beer drive-ins? 

Add a few hops wearing 
saddle shoes and shiny 
jackets, plus some home 
made hamburgers and a 
little bit of the fifties 
style and you’ve got Blue 
Top. □ Diane Herbert 


A BIT OF NOSTALGIA! Ron 

Frey, sophomore, stands at the 
grill at Al's diner where he works. 
Al’s diner is one of many fifties 
restaurants to open in this area 
recently. (Schrenker photo) 
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Teachers, 

Mutual respect between 
students and teachers is an 
effort that should bearcade 
by both sides. * v . 

“I respect everyone, of 
my students as a person, 
and I do my best to create 
and maintain an atmo¬ 
sphere in which learning is 
maximized.” stated Jack 
Neulip, earth science teach- 


The amount of respect a 
teacher shows toward a stu¬ 
dent can effect the attitude 
of the student toward their 
teacher. 

“I respect all students 
and try to work with them. 
However, there are often a 
few students who just don’t 
care.” explained, Pat Arm¬ 
strong, English teacher. 

“If this problem is left 
untreated it would esca¬ 
late, and I owe more to the 
majority who do cooperate 
and want to learn,” she 
added. 

Many students feel as 
though they owe teachers 
their respect and attention. 

“Teachers almost always 
respect students. They’re 
always willing to listen to 
you if you have a problem. 
Most students respect 
their teachers,” comment¬ 
ed Jenni Hamilton, junior. 

Most of the students re¬ 
spect their teachers and the 
classroom atmosphere. 

“If the student is bla¬ 
tantly disrespectful, I lose 
no time; I will write him up 
immediatly.” stated, Mrs. 
Armstrong. 

Herb Hippie, senior, ex¬ 
plained, “I get irritated 
when I’m trying to do my 
work and someone keeps 
making rude comments or 
annoying noises.” 

Most of the teachers feel 
the same way about the 
way respect should be han¬ 
dled. 

According to one teacher, 


students learn to get along together 


“If you are fair with your 
students, nine times out of 
ten, they will react in a posi¬ 
tive manner toward you, 
your teaching and your 
subject matter.” 

Respect is a factor which 
can make or break a class¬ 
room and also the way dis¬ 
respectful students are 
handled. 

“When respect is absent, 
the classroom atmosphere 
deteriorates.” concluded, 
Mrs. Armstrong. DDebi 
Hofferber 

SPEAK FOR ME. Working to¬ 
gether, Dave Kruppa, sopho¬ 
more, answers a question from 
Ray Hamilton, German teacher. 
Classroom discussion is often 
based on mutual respect. (Yugo 
photo) 

HELP FOR ERIC! Eric Milsavljev- 
ich, senior, receives help from 
Miles Dunscombe, science 
teacher. One on one help is 
essential to a good student- 
teacher relationship. (Schrenker 
photo) 
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NOT PICTURED: 
Larry Bertoch 
Mark Bielak 
Luis Camacho 
Mechelle Combs 
William Cook 

Heather East 
Christian Flores 


Seantille Hardy 
Damond Harper 



Chad Lawson 
Jennifer McDonald 
Chanda Patterson 


Keith Frain Jennifer Rhoades 

Crystal Frost Calvin Roark 

Greg Guernsey Billy Santosk 


Kelly Saroukos 
Scott Smith 
Don Steeb 
James Stovall 
Richard Taylor 
Kathy Trulley 



ELVIS! 


‘The King’ enrolls at MHS 


The name creates an im¬ 
age of rock ’n roll, the good 
ole days. But is he really 
dead? 

According to Steven Mi- 
halich, president of the un¬ 
official “King Club,” no. 

“The ‘King Club’ has 
studied this question for 
many weeks, and we be¬ 
lieve he is alive. Our group 
consists of sophomores, 
juniors and seniors, about 
20 all together.” 

Mihalich, junior, has pur¬ 
sued this mystery for many 
years and has some pretty 
interesting and surprising 
stories. 

“One time, after a foot¬ 
ball game, I was walking 
out to my car and thinking 
of ‘the king’ when sudden¬ 
ly, a car drove by playing 
‘Don’t be cruel.’ I just knew 
it meant something,” he 


According to Mihalich, 
he and his club have record¬ 
ed many Elvis sightings in 
Merrillville and claim to 
have proof that he is at¬ 
tending school at MHS. 

“We are prepared to 
show evidence that proves 
his enrollment at Merrill¬ 
ville,” said Mihalich. 

In fact, Mihalich and the 
vice president, Tim Barnes, 
junior, claim to have met 
Elvis in our school. 

“Yeah, we met him,” 
said Barnes. “Yeah thats 
it! In fact, we’re like old 
buddies! I ate lunch with 
him last week and I asked 
him about the stories con¬ 
cerning him being married 
to an alien from Mars. He 
laughed and said ‘Why ... 
we’re just friends,” he 
added. 

Bryan Carpenter, a ju¬ 


nior and member, said, “I 
saw him one day after I got 
kicked out of math class. I 
went to the bathroom when 
I saw him come out. He lost 
a lot of weight!” 

While some may be skep¬ 
tical as to the authenticity 
of these accounts, the King 
Club still stands by its stor¬ 
ies. 

Sad to say, stories like 
these have appeared in ev¬ 
ery small town in the U.S. 


to the largest of cities. The 
most popular of these is the 
rash of reports in Kalama¬ 
zoo, Michigan where people 
report Elvis sightings ev¬ 
ery day; many as a joke. 
Some are, however, a seri¬ 
ous attempt to prove that 
a famous rock star, who has 
been dead for over a de¬ 
cade, isn’t dead. 

But, if “seeing is believ¬ 
ing,” then MHS has been 
exposed to one of the 


greatest phenomenons 
in history of the Unit¬ 
ed States! DMike 
Yugo 

IS ELVIS ALIVE? Merrill¬ 
ville students claim they 
have seen Elvis walking 
down the hallways. Many 
people believe that Elvis is 
still alive. (Schrenker photo) 
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OUT 


“Talk to me next week.that’s 

when I get paid.” 

Great! So now what? 

First of all, what is paid? Well it 
seems pay is somewhere in the range of $5 
to $300 and either from a parent or em¬ 
ployer. 

Just take a moment to ponder the var¬ 
ious restaurants, clothing stores and other 
miscellaneous businesses that employ 
high school students. 

How many? 

Too many to count. 

So now that the check is in hand, the 
bank has cashed it and cash is the word, 
what happens? 

Car payments come first, then a hair¬ 
cut. That $80 pair of jeans sure looks good, 
not to mention a double cheeseburger. 

Drooling yet? 

Weekend pizza, followed up by a $6 
movie, $4 popcorn and $3 fruit punch helps 
satisfy, also. 

What else? 


CAN I HELP YOU? At Video Visions, Nicole LaPlante, senior, 
puts movies away in the files. Part-time jobs were a serious 
form of income for students. (Kirn photo) 
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Good Luck 

in the 

Future 

from 


Environmental Service Engineers, inc. 


EriJaL by ^4rtemis 

“Where Memorable Weddings Begin’’ 

‘Complete apparel for all members ~ 
of the Bridal party. 

‘Long & Short Dresses for 
any occasion. 

‘Invitations 

‘Shoes & Tinting 

‘Complete line of all 
accessories 

Prom & Cotillion Dresses 
arriving daily 

We feature gowns from all 
bridal magazines 


855 West 57th Ave. 
(57th & Harrison) 
Merrillville, In 
884-2299 
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CHRYSLER - PLYMOUTH 


MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA 
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outhlake Printing Company, Inc. 

“Quality commercial and social printing 
at quick printing prices!” 
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Complete composition & typesetting s 

! 

•r-s 


769-5050 



8642 Louisiana Place • Merrillville. IN 
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Don’t worry; it will grow 
back 

“Ahhhhhh —!” You scream. It happened again. You asked 
for a trim and what happened? Whoever cut your hair cut off half 
of it. 

“I told my mom to take a little off the back, and she chopped 
it. I cried for two hours. Needless to say, I cut it myself, now,” 
stated Reena Guernsey, senior. 

According to Sally Eubank, hair designer and owner of Hair 
Affair, first talk to the hairstylist and be sure the style is right 
for you. Just because it looks great on someone else, doesn’t mean 
it’s for you. “Communication is the main step to getting a good 
haircut,” stated Mrs. Eubank. 

Second, if you do get a bad haircut, RELAX!!!! 

“If it’s too short, it will grow,” stated Yvonne Beahm, hair¬ 
stylist. 

“Don’t hide away, everyone goes through it. Don’t tell any¬ 
body you got a haircut either, most people won’t even notice,” said 
Tracy Pardus, sophomore. 

Ms. Beahm also said, if the haircut or perm is really bad, go 
somewhere else and ask how they can salvage it or get it back 
in condition. 

Stacy Kadlec, junior, said she would wear a wig until her hair 
grew back. However, Maria Weiss, junior, said she would just deal 
with it. 

Even though at the time, it seems like the worst thing that 
could happen, “it could always be worse,” stated Erin Payton, se¬ 
nior. “Remember, they could have accidentally dyed it 
purple!” C Susan Lytle 






"LET'S ALL GO TO DAlR-V QU6EM* 



6849 BROADWAY 
MERRILLVILLE, IN 46410 





































“7994 BROADWAY 
MERRILLVILLE. IN 464 10 


Express your LOVE...with photographs... 


Agape .... 

John Giolas 
CR. Photog. C.P.P. 
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The 

Student 

Center. 



Going to McDonald’s® is almost as 
much a part of school as going to class. 
You’ve made us the place to meet, to 
talk, to have a good time, to celebrate 
your victories and help forget defeats. 

You’ve made McDonald’s more than 
just another place to eat. And that’s why, 
at McDonald’s, 
we say... 

McDonalds / 
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THLAKc 

GLASS, INC. ^ 


521 W. 84th DRIVE 
MERRILLVILLE, 
INDIANA 46410 
PHONE 738-2590 


Glazing Contractor 
Insurance Replacements 
Industrial Glass 
Auto Glass 
Antique Auto Interior 
Custom Van Work 
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TRAVEL EXPRESS 

IN SOUTHLAKE MALL 


“Spring Break. Europe 
or just getting away — 
Call us first.” 


Dominic Pampalone, CTC 
Travel Specialist 


1911 SOUTHLAKE MALL MERRILLVILLE (LOWER 
LEVEL NEAR PENNEYS) 



Jim Lilley’s Service 

Complete Automotive Service 
23 Vt Hour Towing • Ryder Rentals 



Wheel Lift Specialists 
(219) 769-6550 

P.O. Box 10544 
1-65 & 61st Ave. 
Merrillville, IN 46411 
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Wish you years of continued success 


Across from Holiday Star Plaza 
8121 Georgia St. 

U.S. 30 & 1-65 
(219) 769-7672 
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CELEBRATION STATION 
COLORADO FALLS 
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St. Anthony Medical Center 


in 

Your Fami 
Source 

For Quality Health Care 


S| St. Anthony Medical Center,Inc. 

Main &. Franciscan Road, Crown Point, Indiana 46307 

. Crown Point Z1 ^ 663 8120 . Merrillville 210 , 738-2100 « Lowell Shelby Cedar Ukc 3/4 °S 14 
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YOGURT V. ICE CREAM 

A matter of personal taste 

“Holy Cow” is it ice cream!' 

No, it’s frozen yogurt. Frozen yogurt today has become 
as popular as ice cream. 

One reason people prefer frozen yogurt over ice cream is 
because of the amount of calories and preservatives. 

Nevertheless, some people like ice cream because it has 
more flavors. The most popular flavors of ice cream are choco¬ 
late, vanilla and strawberry. But there are many other variet¬ 
ies of ice cream a person can chose from. Yogart also comes 
in different flavors. 

Traci Bogolia, junior, stated, “I like vanilla and chocolate 
swirl.” 

Both yogurt and ice cream can be made in many different 
ways. 

“Fudge, nuts, whipped cream and a cherry is the way I 
like my ice cream,” said Carol Daumer, sophomore. 

Bogolia commented, “I like two flavors of frozen yogart 
mixed together in a waffle cone.” 

Today’s students are more health conscious than before. 
This is the reason why many people prefer frozen yogurt over 
ice cream. But, ice cream is still an old time favorite. 

“I like both because I’ll eat anything,” added Mike De- 
Haven, junior. 

Three out of five people prefered ice cream over frozen 
yogurt. □ Helen Vraniskoski 



PT PLUS 


Physical Therapy 
Plus 

(219) 736-7595 

25 West 84th Avenue, Merrillville, IN 46410 


HEY KIDS! 

Look for the new album by . . . 

New local music group 

I.D.H. 

and buy several copies!!! 

(brought to you by the fine people at E.J.I.) 

E.J.I. 1989 




Roast Beef 
Restaurant 


Drive-Thru Now Open 
5790 Broadway, Merrillville, In. 
Phone: 980-2550 
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INDUSTRIES 
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INDUSTRIES 


Phone: 219/769-6344 


P.O.Box 10712 • MERRILLVILLE • INDIANA 46411 


Pittsburgh office: P.O. Boor 17479, Pittsburgh. PA 15235 
Phone: 412/824-2785 
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Kerr-Nielsen 



“We will not lose your business of price” 

Premium American Motor Cars 
Buick * Jeep * Eagle * Conversion Vans 
Sales and Leasing 

7301 East U.S. 20 — Gary (Miller) 

Phone: 938-8000 or 762-6012 


DR. ALDO M. 
LARGURA 

©fftftodteffaito 

Southlake Plaza 
8127 Merrillville Road 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 769-7447 


Portage 
(219) 762-8778 


Dr. Aldo M. Largura and his staff are ready to 
help students. Many see Dr. Largura for their or¬ 
thodontic needs. (Schrenker photo) 
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Shahey's 


(219) 736-8989 



Nick’s Produce Co. 

Imported Feta Cheese, Olives 8s Olive Oil 
FRUITS 8s VEGETABLES - 
WHOLESALE and RETAIL 
349 W. 80th Place, Merrillville, In 


A 


k 


piZZA & 

gurreT 
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MERRILLVILLE 

NEXT TO CENTURY C. MALL 


JIM 

SHEMA'S 

OUTDOOR 

SPORTS 

7199 Broadway 
Merrillville, Indiana 


PIZZA - WE CREATE 21 KINDS 
CHICK’N • SANDWICHES 
SALAD BAR • PASTA 

- 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 




"A Sign of Excellence ” 


• Installation • Design 

• Custom Fabrication 

• Maintenance of Electrical Signs 


7424 Industrial Avenue Chesterton, IN 46304 

(219)882-2042 (219)762-9577 

(312) 445-0600 
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Art Hill Ford 


901 W. Lincoln Hwy (U. S. 30) — Merrillville, IN 

Quality People — Quality Products 




ART 

-HILL 



Phone . 


738-5300 


Swartz, Retson & Co., P.C. 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 


[A 


Close Personal Attention 

235 E. 86th Avenue 
Merrillville, Indiana 46410 
(219) 769-3616 

9307 Calumet Avenue 
Munster, Indiana 46321 
(219) 836-2540 


• Auditing & Accounting 

• Business Planning 

• Business Valuations 

• Computer Management and 
Systems Design 

• Estate Planning 

• Financial Planning 

• Management Advisory Sen/ices 

• New Business Consulting 

• Pension Consulting 

• Retirement Planning 

• Tax Planning 
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INSTANT MONEY 
Checks keep money ‘in check’ 

Was there ever a time when you didn’t take enough cash out 
of the bank to go shopping? 

Have you ever spent TOO much cash and wish you hadn’t? 
WEELLL . . . why not try investing your cash in a checking ac¬ 
count? It works! 

When you’re some place without cash on hand, like maybe on 
a deserted street in DOWNtown Chicago, a check could come in 
handy. 

“I usually write checks for last minute things or if I see some¬ 
thing I like and don’t have enough cash on hand,” explained Nancy 
Campbell, senior. 

The cash situation, though, is probably the main reason to get 
an account in the first place. It’s a lot easier to pay for something 
with a check because you can keep track of how, what, where and 
when exactly you spent your money. 

“I had a tendancy to spend more money than I should. This way 
it is easier to save,” explained Campbell. 

But besides the possessive greed for cash, there are other rea¬ 
sons MHS students have checking accounts. 

“The interest rate for a checking account was higher at my bank 
than a savings account,” commented Nada Todorovich, senior. 
□Mickey Goodrich 



CHECKING IT OUT! Man, students at NHS have their own checking ac¬ 
counts. Margaret Weber, senior, writes a check out to pay for school 
book rental. (Kirn photo) 




- Hours - 
Mon. - Sat. 
10 a.m. - 8 
p.m. 

Sun. 

Noon - 8 p.m. 


May I help you? At work, 
Nicole LaPlante, senior, 
hands a customer his 
movies. Video Vision em¬ 
ploys many high school stu¬ 
dents. (Kirn photo) 



— 2 Locations To Serve You — 

250 W. 89th Place 516 N. Main Street 

Merrillville, IN. 46410 Crown Point, IN 46307 

769-5915 663-5838 

Dennis And Linda Gumbert, Owners 


MARK BARRY CHUCK MONTE RAY PEGGY LINDA GORDON 
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We Buy Used 
Photo Equipment 


CAMERA - ACCESSORIES - VIDEO 
COLOR ■ DEVELOPING ■ BLACK 4 WHITE 
VIDEO - RENTAL - TRANSFERS 



6750 BROADWAY • MERRILLVILLE. INDIANA 46410 
PHONE 769-2451 • MON.-FRI. 9-6, SAT. 9-5 


"The Ultimate Pizza 
New York Times 



Famous Stuffed Pizza 


“Chicago's 
Best Pizza" 
Chicago Magazine 
"Best Pizza In America" 
C. Paul Longo 


• Pastas • Sandwiches 
Plus Soups • Salads 

U.S. 30 at Broadway (Southwest corner) 

'A mile from Holiday Star 
CALL AHEAD Your Stuffed Pizza Will Be Ready 
When You Arrive (219) 769-6114 
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To my parents I owe my life, 
to my teachers, my good life 


GOYA 


Greek Orthodox Youth Of America 
Saints Constantine & Helen 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
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1989 Merrillville 
Student Council 






















GRADUATIONS • SHOWERS • WEDDINGS 
ANNIVERSARIES • PARTIES 
FISH FRIES 


Serbian American Hall 
8700 Taft Street 
Merrillville, Indiana 


(219) 769-4375 


PHONE 736-9077 


1989 

Quest Club 
Good Luck 
Graduates! 


(ZeKfocU 0 ?lvU4t& 


6701 BROADWAY 
MERRILLVILLE, IND. 46410 


Best of luck to the class of ’89 



Set your goals — strive to reach them — succeed in exceeding them. 
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Soar To Success 

COMMONWEALTH 
BUSINESS COLLEGE 

4200 W. 81st Avenue 
Merrillville. In. 46410 
(219) 769-3321 

We offer 9, 12 & 18 month 
Programs Leading To: 

Certificates * Diplomas 
* Associate Degrees 

* Accounting/Computer Systems 

* Administrative Assistant 

* Administrative Assistant/Legal 

* Administrative Assistant/Medical 

* Business Management 

* Fashion Merchandising/Retail Mgmt 

* Word Information Processing 

Visits to our campus are encouraged. 

Call 769-3321 to arrange for a tour, 
interview or class visitation. 

Make A Positive 
Change In Your Life 
call 769-3321 


* Computer Operations Specialist 

* Medical Assisting 

* Secretarial Office Assistant 

* Clerical Office Assistant 

* Sales And Marketing 

* Hospitality/Lodging Mgmt. 
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Oldsmobile 
6501 Broadway 
Merrillville, IN 
(219) 980-0430 


Honda 
6491 Broadway 
Merrillville, IN 
(219) 980-9180 


Steven L. Moskowitz, President 


Merrillville 


Is Tops With 


WALTER COOK INS. 

7195 Broadway 
769-2387 
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6966 BROADWAY 
MERRILLVILLE. IN 46410 


n.-Fri 9:30-6 Sat 9 
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Reeve’s Flowerama 
7886 Broadway 
Merrillville, In 46410 

769-4888 



*• Cotar 
To Cowtndi 


MERRILLVILLE DENTAL CENTER, P.C. 

LOCATED IN 

MERRILL VILLE HEAL TH CENTER 

LOUIS R SERTICH D.D.S. 
ANNETTE J. WILLIAMSON D.D.S. 


_#» 11 HARRISON ST SUITE 125 


980-7818 


SAMARA'S LUMS 


510 W. Lincoln Highway 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
Phone 769-9813 
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BRAKE 

& 

SPRING 


(219) 980-5050 
5970 Broadway 
Merrillville, IN 
46410 


J/ 


Same Day Professional Service 
BRAKES • FRONT ENDS • SHOCKS • SPRINGS • COILS 


Best Wishes To The Graduating 


Class Of 1989 


From: 

BOB & CASSIE BELSHAW 



Southlake Nautilus 

^^ROUTHLAKE NAUTILUS 

i->4 Health & Racquet Club 

(219)769-7117 

Health and Raquet Club 
Presents 

240 W. 79th. Avenue, Merrillville, IN 46410 

The "Total Fitness Program" 


For The Entire Family 

Southlake Nautilus Features: 


* Professional Supervision and Intervention 

* Over 50 Nautilus Machines 


* Advanced Free Weights 


* Computerized Body Composition/Fitness Analysis 

* Racquetball 

* Aerobic and Exercise Classes 
' And Much More! 


And We Guarantee You Results 

or Your Money Back 1 

"That's our Guarantee" 

For Information: 

240 W 79th Ave. 

769-3366 

Merrillville, IN 46410 
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Merrillvue BOOSTERS 


Athletic Department 
Charles Bali and Family 
The Bridy Family 
Tom Brooks 

Lloyd & Sandra Burris, and 
Family 

Dr. & Mrs. John C. Carlisle 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Cooper 

Toby, Janet, and Kristi Darkins 

Deible Architectural Sheet Metal; 

Gary & Kathleen Deible 

British DerVish 

Joka Dukic 

Anthony Eleftheri 

The Elliot Family 

The Eucce Family 

Alicia Fellmy 

The Frekot Family 

Mike Goodrich 

Tom Herbert and Family 

Debi Hofferber 

The Hydinger Family 

The Jansen Family 


Jim’s Photos 

John & Judy Kierzkowski 
Ardyne, Kimberly and Kristen 
Kirn 

Laurie Koritko 

Rosellen Kozel 

Mr. 8s Mrs. Ed Krol 

Jim & Sandy Lewis and Family 

Long John Silvers 

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Lytle 

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Macharek 

Jeff Miller 

Jim and JoAnne Modrowski, 
Chris 86 Heather 
Patrick Mulloy 
The Naumoski Famiy 
Olympic Food Store 
Mr. 86 Mrs. Frank O’Shea 
Faith Parker 
Ricardo Paz and Family 
Mr. 86 Mrs. John Poponas 
Mr. 86 Mrs. John S. Pruzin, Sr. 
Daniel 86 Mickey Rapacz and 


Family 

John 86 Karen Reder 
Eric Reiter 
Diane Roberts 
Kim Sutkowski 
Mr. 8 & Mrs. John Tabor and 
Family 
Suzanne Tam 

Mr. and Mrs. John Tanke and 
Family 

Mr 85 Mrs. Dave Teeter and 
Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Israel J. Toledo 
Mr. 8 & Mrs. Donald E. Toma 
John, JoAnne, Lori 86 Patti Tubbs 
C.A. Von Behren 
Jasmina Vraniskoski 
Rose Vraniskoski 
Dr. 86 Mrs. Larry Wapiennik and 
Family 

Christine Woldt 
Kim Zart 


NEAL B. RICHTER, D.P.S., P.S.C. 


Gainer Bank Center 
8585 Broadway, Suite 851 
Merrillville, IN 46410 

Office hours by Appointment Phone 769-4600 
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The best Career School ir. , 1ulinwt , 
[■ Indiana 

™ 'Serving the community 

since 1969. Thousands of Sawyer 
graduates are now at work! 
'Financial Aid Available 
'Classes start monthly 
'Lifetime Brushup 
'Lifetime Replacement 


The Future is 
Cominq... 
Only You Know 
Where It’s Going 


t -CLASSES FORMING NOW!- 


219) 736-0436/947-4555 

MERRILLVILLE • 3803 E. Uarob H» 7 . 


(219) 931-0436 

HAMMOND • 6040 Hohmu Av 
MINSTER • 9307 CaMm* At, 


HAMMER THE JAMMER’S 
OLDIES RECORDS 

-BUYING & SELLING- 

• Records • Toy Trains 

• Coins • Baseball Cards 

• Collectibles • Old Playboys 


45's 7 


«► HOURS 


HOURS 

MON.-FRI. 10-6 
SAT. 10-5 


- WE NOW CARRY - 

TOP 40 • ROCK & ROLL • COUNTRY & WESTERN 
7805 TAFT ST. (RT. 55) JEFF HAMILTON 

MERRILLVILLE, IN 46410 (219) 736-9199 
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ALL IN THE FAMILY 

Everyone get into the business 

For many MHS students, getting a job means more than 
just a way to earn extra money. 

However, for some of these working students, this is not 
the case. These students have jobs working for and with their 
parents at their parents business or place of employment. 

“I work at my mom’s office once a week. I do various jobs 
around the office for her. It doesn’t cause any problems between 
us and the pay is pretty good, so I don’t mind too much,” said 
Mike DeHaven, junior. 

Working for one’s own parents, though, may sometimes 
cause various problems. 

The child may feel pressured to do more work than the oth¬ 
er employees do so that they will not feel that he is being favored 
in any way. Still, the other employees may feel that the son or 
daughter is being given an easier work load. 

Yet, the child may be given a more flexible schedule so that 
he may have time to do homework and for time with his friends. 

“I usually don’t work until very late anyway, so I still have 
time to be with friends and party,” said Keith Wsozlek, senior. 

For most students, however, a job away from their parents 
is still the best kind. □ Kim Zart 


























































Yearbook PATRONS 


Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Scott Arceo 

Azar’s Big Boy 

Mrs. Battistini 

Tom Cameron 

Delore’s Figure Salon 

Jim and Marlene East 

Martha Ferguson 

Mr. Furuness 

Yvonne Goodrich 

Hair, Skin, & Body Systems 

Lisa Herbert 


Jeanine R. Kierzkowski 

Marlene A. Kierzkowski 

Mr. & Mrs. Georgia Kish 

George & Debra Klippel and Boys 

Mr. Lazzaro 

Mr. Lepowski 

Jacqueline M. Linz 

Millie Majstorovich 

The McNab Family 

Meri-Glen Kiwanis 

Eric Michael 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank O’Shea 
Dolores Poxon 
Janis Qualizza 

Corby Sanders State Farm Agent 

Mrs. Steiner 

Steve & Karla Telfer 

Mark Thiros 

Mr. Jeff Yelton 

Linda, Bill and Kim Zart 

Kris Zimnawoda 


Sales 

Service 

Support 


NEC 


ComputerLand 

■ There’s only one Dumber One. 



"Buena Suerte” 


Incoming Freshmen 
& 

Graduating Students 



<8 


Mdqcan Restaurants 


8011 Broadway 
Merrillville, IN. 
46410 
769-7191 
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Across from The Star 
Plaza Theatre, Next 
To New Moon. 


Specializing in Seafood and Steaks 

Jansen's Famous Sandwiches Served Daily 

Sports Bar with D.J. and Dancing Nightly 
18 TVs - 1, 10 foot Screen for Sports Enthusiasts 


Restaurant Open 
1 lam. - 10 p.m. 
Lounge Open 
* w 11 a.m. - 3 a.m. 


Daily Specials! 


"Casual Dining" 

771 E. 81st Place 
Merrillville, IN 46410 


Banquet Facilities 
Available up to 150. 
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DIET PEPSI 

L^l 



J THE CHOICE OF 



A NEW generation: 

P*os»-CoU Ganaral Bottlers. Inc. Pepsi Cola General Bottlers, Inc. 

9300 Calumet Avenue 

Munster. Indiana 46321 A Whitman Company 



Quill and Scroll 
congratulates 
the 

yearbook, 

Merri/lvue 

and 

the 

newspaper, 
Mirror 
for all its 
awards 
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( 219 ) 365-5837 

9495 Keilman 
St. John, IN 
46343 


Pamela Goto, President 



(219) 769-7779 ( 219 ) 769-7864 (Fax) 

* announcements We also do 

★ booklets * custom color ink 

★ brochures ^ ★ typesetting 

* carbonless forms ® ★ collating 

Merriiiviiie The Real Printers. 

We re fast. We re qood. We re ready. 

1521 W. 81st Avenue (U.S. 30) 





Mele Investigation, Inc. 

P.O. Box 871 
Griffith, Indiana 

(219) 972-1645 


Straight 

JUNK FOOD to 
JUNKIES pocket 

attack machines 


“Be quiet! You’re gonna get us busted!” 

“You stand there and make sure no one is cornin’.” 

“I brought my bag, so stuff everything in there.” 

Whether it’s pop, chips or candy bars, students find it total¬ 
ly impossible to make it through the day without them. 

The recent scandal of the vending machines being turned 
off except on lunch is forcing the students to the candy sales 
of the various clubs. 

“The reason why the vending machines are off is because 
they tempted the students to stop by them. Consequently, stu¬ 
dents were being tardy and getting out of class to get food,” 
stated Tom Herbert, assistant principal. 

This forces the students to mischievous, devious and 
sneaky behavior. 

Amy Murry, junior, said, “I put my head down on one arm 
and with the other I feast.” 

Big pockets, huge purses and the ever popular back packs 
came into the scene. 

“I put it in my inside pocket of my jean jacket or hide it 
in my book.” confessed, Mike Shinovich, senior. 

Then there’s the adventure of trying to consume what was 
just so cleverly concealed and brought into class. 

Those that sit in the back of the room have it a little easier. 
Bodies, desks and girls three foot high hair do’s come in handy. 

Dee Dee Brown, junior, stated, “I prop up my book and 
use it as a barrier to hide behind.” □ Tammy Tabor 


JUNK FOOD JUNKIE. Many students were forced to change their 
eating habits when school officials decided to lock all vending machines until 
lunch hours. Joy Bridy, senior, took advantage of the machines whenever 
possible. (Kirn photo) 
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HALTERMAN 
Photographic 
Services 

"Moments to Remember” 

711 Joliet Street 

Ottawa, Illinois 
61350 

815-433-1766 


I KNOW IT Trying to figure out a problem, Al Foltz, sophomore, does 
his best. Exams in advanced classes are often mind boggling. (Schrenker 
photo) 


RAH-RAH-SHISHCUMBAH! Resting during the Special Olym¬ 
pics basketball game, Kathy Trulley, sophomore, watches her team win. The 
Bears became State Champions. (Bridy photo) 

























The Hair 
Affair 

7990 Broadway 
Merrillville, Indiana 
46410 

(219) 769-6200 


Congratulations Seniors! 



PIZZA 


6124 Broadway 
Crossroads Plaza 
Merrillville, IN. 


980-8400 
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Rax Restaurants 

"Fast Food With Style" 

At a Rax Restaurant, Greg Andrews, manager, works with many MHS 
students. Kim Zart, senior, Sandy Micheals, Christian Woldt, senior all are ready 
to help serve you at the Merrillville Rax at 1441 E. 82nd Avenue. (Vugo photo) 
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Congratulations 
Class of ’89 


6111 Harrison St. 
Merrillville, In. 


Dean Eye Clinic 

Christopher Deen, M.D. 
Jeffrey Tritsch, M.D. 

980-6143 
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1989 Merrillvue Staff 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 1989 Merrillvue Staff 


Well, this is it; 1989 as seen through 
the eyes of 25 staffers. And unique 
eyes those were. With the wide range 
of activities and occurences, good 
times and bad, we were there. But of 
course, we could not have succeeded 
without the help of others. 

We would like to thank Bob Hen¬ 
ning for his help, criticism and rule 
bending. Without him, we would have 
never seen Marceline or Hannibal 
Missouri, Walt Disney's home or the 
Walsworth Printing Plant. 

Thanks goes to Anne Scheible for 
her creativeness and patience while 
creating our cover and artwork. 

Also, thanks to John Giolas for se¬ 
nior pictures, unlimited photography 
supplies and various photos. 

Furthermore, much thanks goes to 
the benefactors who helped send var¬ 
ious staff members to the summer 
High School Journalism Institutes in 
Bloomington and Muncie. 

In addition, we would like to thank 
the teachers and administrators for 
their cooperation in our coverage, 
fund raisers and work habits. 

Special thanks goes to the Athletic 


Department for their unrestricted use 
and abuse of the pop and candy ma¬ 
chines. 

But most important, our thanks 
goes to “Val" Tanke, our adored ad¬ 
viser. Without her encouragement 
and praise, this book would not be. 
She was always there for us, ready to 
talk, professionally or socially, or to 
tease (of which she did well.) Enough 
thanks will never be said. 

To conclude, I would like to take a 
moment to brag. Our 1988 yearbook 
did very well in competition. The 
Merrillvue received All-American in 
NSPA, First Place in CSPA, various 
Harvey awards in IHSPA’s second di¬ 
vision, and Joy Bridy and Colleen Col¬ 
lins received National Quill and Scroll 
Yearbook awards. Senior staffers 
went to Columbia University, New 
York, for a convention, not to mention 
various conventions in Indiana. 

Now that I’m at the actual conclu¬ 
sion, I’m not sure what to do. I have 
contracted an acute case of writer's 
block, so take it as you may, and enjoy 
our book. We have. 


Editor: Joy Bridy 
Managing Editor: Susan Lytle 
Graphics Editor: Lisa Krol 
Copy Editor: Tina Pavlou 
Caption Editors: Korri Frekot, 

Tom Judge 
Sports Editor: Lisa Herbert 
Ads Managers: Genta Jansen, 
Rick Eucce 

Photo Editors: Kimberly Kirn, 

Marc Schrenker 
Darkroom Manager: Mike Yugo 
Senior Editors: Tammy Tabor, 

Elaine Vraniskoski 
Junior Editors: Kim Zart, 

Helen Vraniskoski 
Sophomore Editors: Marlene 

Kierzkowski, 


Alicia Fellmy 

Designers: Kristi Darkins, Christina Nau- 
moski, Sylvia Vraniskoski, 
Cathy Beddome 

Reporters: Anthony Eleftheri, Alicia 
Fellmy, Mickey Goodrich, 
Sean McNab, Melanie Mi¬ 
chael, Elaine Vraniskoski, 
Helen Vraniskoski, Kim Zart 

Photographers: Rick Eucce, Mickey 

Goodrich, Jim Berdine, 
Joy Bridy, Mike Vela, 
Mike Yugo 

Adviser: Valerie T. Tanke 

Yearbook Representative: Bob Henning 
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Donna Favretto, ju¬ 
nior: "I do my hair in 
school all the time. Some¬ 
times it’s a must because 
when I wake up late, I 
don’t have time at 
home.” 

Anna Kepshire, ju¬ 
nior: “I feel your hair re¬ 
presents your personality 
and mood. When I’m in a 
good mood, I’ll fix my 
hair up, and if I’m in a 
bad mood, I won’t care 
how my hair looks.” 

Christine Menus, 
sophomore: “The way 
my hair looks does not de¬ 
pend on my mood but ac¬ 
tually how early I wake 
up.” 

Melissa Cook, junior 
and Beth Diass, sen¬ 
ior: “It’s not a person’s 
hair that determines his 
or her personality. People 
worry about how their 
hair looks and it’s just 
dead cells that grow out 
of the top of your head.” 

Claudia Traficante, 
junior: “Hair does not 
represent a person’s per¬ 
sonality. Your personali¬ 
ty is based on the way 
you feel and act.” 
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Phillips, Eric 139 
Phillips, Jerry 22, 50, 63, 125, 139 
Phillips, Nicole M. 54, 153 
Phillips, Wendy L. 40, 47, 50, 153 
PHYSICAL THERAPY PLUS 174 
Piazza, Matthew A. 54, 55, 163 
Picard, Tamara 50, 65, 78, 153 
Piekarczyk, Lisa M. 163 
Piekarczyk, Robert 153 
Pierson, Greg 65 
Pilatos, Irene 139 
Pilipiak, Tracy A. 163 
Piotrowicz, Jody L. 165 
Pishkur, Jimmy 153 
Pittman, Para 36, 40, 45, 46, 54, 55, 
139 

Piunti, Brian 76, 134, 153 
Plomaritis, Sharlene 139 
Plomaritis, Danny 51, 153 
Pluchinsky, Michael J. 163 
Pochop, Karen 38, 50, 53, 54, 

153 

Polak, Michael J. 153 
POM PONS 39 
Poponas, Amy 45, 139, 186 
Portman, Jill Anne 55, 153 
Poti, Michael J. 163 
Powell, Jennifer 155 
Powers, David 145 
Poxom, Dolores 188 
Praschak, Lynn 122 
Pratt, Jane 156 
Pratt, Wesley C. 112, 163 
Prentoski, Thomas 163 
Price, Ronald 118 
PROM 28 

Pruett, Thomas L. II 153 
Pruzin, J. Michael 163 
Pruzin, John Stephen 51, 163, 186 
Psomadelis, Alexandra 163 
Purcell, Tracey L. 163 
Puskar, Michele 48, 50, 81, 139 
Putz, Bernadine 120 


Repar, Paul F. 153 

REVUE 24 

Rhoades, Jennifer 165 

Rhymer, Tressie S. 163 

Ricca. Heather 163 

Richter, Barb 120 

Riddle, Lila F. 54, 163 

Riddle. Valerie 51, 140 

Ridgeway, Kimberly J. 153 

Riese, Michael 140 

Riese, Jason P. 3, 153 

Rietman, Joseph A. 153 

Righi, Alan 153 

Rimer, Lisa A. 140 

Rios, Oscar S. 36, 37, 63, 153, 163 

Risner, Kimberly A. 153 

Rivera, Christen 19, 22, 48, 52, 140 

Rivera, Kelly M. 163 

Rivera, Wilfredo 153 

Roark, Calvin 165 

Robelia, Amy C. 163 

Roberts, Amanda Jean 65, 147, 163 

Roberts, Bill 81 

Roberts, Diane 122, 186 

Rodriguez, Natalie 42, 52, 140 

Rodriguez, Amy 163 


Brandon Glatt, senior: 

•‘Merrillville High School is sort of 
strange. People have enthusiasm at 

or a team is playing certain schools in 
the area, it's great. But it is hard to sup¬ 
port your school by yourself. Enthusi- 

Todd Black t senior: “i think 

the enthusiasm at Merrillville is get- 
ting better. Although most of the spirit 

it is likely that you have a friend on the 

Tracy Lynch, junior: 

"MHS has great spirit during football 
and basketball season. The other 
sports are a little lacking, though. They 

don’t go because of the team’s season 

time. I try hard to have enthusiasm, 

only one doing it.” 

Tracy Bogolia, junior: i 

events, like track, baseball and swim¬ 
ming, for example. Our athletics could 
do better if they knew they had more 
support. I try to cheer, but we could all 
try harder ” 

Christine Teliszczak, se¬ 
nior: ‘ Although school spirit is low 

spirited. There is more enthusiasm at 










Rodriguez, Stephen 83, 153 
Rogers, Becky 51, 140 
Rogers, Robert 163 
Rondez, Edgar A. 145 
Ros, Tomas 138, 140 
Rosas, Jose 140 
Rosas, Angela-Renee 39, 153 
Rose, Keith S. 163 
Rose, Shae 153 

Rosenbalm, Mark W. 17, 18, 19, 50, 63, 83, 
140 

Rosenberry, Laura A. 163 
Rosiak, Kristine 153 
Rosiak, Paul 72 
Rosko, Jill S. 36, 39, 164 
Ros, Tom 66, 67 
Ross, Rob Roy 145, 152 
Rossie, Eric 63, 140 
Roth, Michael T. 164 
Roush, Wilfred 140 
Roytan, Jim 140 
RUMORS 14 
Runholt, Kim 37 
Runion, Vanessa J. 36, 50 
Runion, Julie Ann 36, 52, 164 
Russell, Chad B. 164 
Russell, Julie 153 



Sabo, Kari 153 

Sacco, Amy R. 153 

SADD 47 

Sakaleros, Taso 63 

Saliwonczyk, Nick J. 164 

Salomon, Christopher 3, 153 

Salser, Tony 164 

Salyer, April 153 

Sample, James 153 

Samson, Shannon M. 9, 45, 153 

Sanders, Tracy M. 164 

SANDERSON, LYMANE M.D. 10 

Sandoya, Amarilus 153 

Sanok, David M. 65, 72, 73. 153 

Santeramo, Amy 42, 45, 47, 153 

Santiago, Peter D. 54, 76, 153 

Santos, Joe A. 153 

Santos, Michele 36, 40, 50, 52, 109 

Santos, Aimee M. 164 

Santosk, Bill 165 

Sarovkos, Kelly 165 

Savvas, John G. 164 

SAWYER 187 

Schaefer, Jeremiah J. 153 

Schafer, Patrick T. 164 

SCHEPEL, BUICK 168 

Schieb, Jeffrey 36, 37, 104 

Schlesinger, Chad K. 10, 11, 40, 41, 164 

Schlinger, Kenneth P. 164 

Schmuck, Violet 122 

Schmidt, Ronald P. 164 

Schneider, John 153 

Scholtens, Shawna M. 164 

SCHOOL BOARD 118 

SCHOOL SPIRIT 38 

Schoon, Michael L. 164 

Schrenker, Marc 195 

SCHRENKER, DR. ROBERT 118 

Schultze, Edward J. 153 


Schwandt, Penelope A. 153 

Scott, Douglas 164 

Scott, Paul 155 

Scoville, Carrie A. 36, 153 

Scrivnor, Jay E. 154 

Scrivnor, Jon E. 154 

Seale, Jason 35, 42, 43, 45, 52 

Seale, Jennifer S. 50, 52, 164 

SEATING ARRANGEMENTS 106 

SECRETARIES 120 

Selagy, J. J. Joseph 142 

Selby, Angela 142 

Selby, Lori Ann 164 

Sell, David L. 154 

Sell, Lorene A. 47, 50, 78, 79, 154 

Semen, Simona 142 


SENIORS 126 
SERBIAN HALL 182 
Serrano, Pablo 164 
Setlak, Alissa 142 
Setmayer, Jennifer 154 
SHAKEY’S PIZZA 8s BUFFET 178 
Shapkaroff, Cori E. 36, 50, 154 
Shapley, Robert B. 53, 63, 154 
Sharp. Gary 142 
Shay, Steve 66, 67, 142 
Shayotovich, Mark 19, 63, 142 
Sheely, Christine A. 142, 146 
Sheely, Daniel 63, 164 
Shelby, Simone N. 154 
Sheptock, Joan 154 
Sherwood, Shawn M. 63 


Shinovich, Mike R. 61, 73, 142 
Shoback, Kimberly A. 154 
Short, Christy 118 
Shultz, Andrew C. 63, 154 
Sievers, Ciaran 142 
Sikora, Patricia L. 17, 154 
Simmons, Myrtle Mae 10 
Simmons, Veta Louise 10 
Simpson, Scott 142 
Sine, Debbie L. 63, 154 
Sinkiewicz. Melissa M. 49, 142 
Sinkiewicz, Steven A. 142 
Sitnikoski, Daniel 154 
Skoufezis, Mary 154 
Skrundz, Tina 154 
Slys, Don 118, 128 


Suzie Tam, senior: 

“Advanced technology in 
the schools is needed to 
help prepare students for 
the next century.” 

Joka Dukic, senior: 

“Advanced technology 
lacks human aspects.” 


Kim Sutkowski, senior: 

“Merrillville needs more 
items of advanced technolo¬ 
gy, such as computers in ev¬ 
ery classroom.” 

Chris Sheely, senior: 

“The schools need to get stu¬ 
dents involved in advanced 
technology so the U.S. may 


catch up.” 

Natalie Rodriguez, se¬ 
nior: “I’m surprised that 
they are teaching first grad¬ 
ers how to use computers. 
It’s a good idea to get them 
interested in the world at 
such an early age.” 
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ST. ANTHONY’S HOSPITAL 173 
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Star Zula 122 
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Storen, Kristen 36, 72, 100, 138, 143 
Stovall, James 165 
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Jim Roytan, senior: “I 

don’t think marriage is the 
problem. The problems be¬ 
gin when children and all 
the responsibilities that go 
with them come into the 
scene.” 

Jerry McCormack, se¬ 
nior: “I think people 
should plan ahead before 
jumping into something as 
important as marriage and 
a serious relationship. Peo¬ 
ple need to think of finan¬ 
cial situations and commit¬ 
ment, because a lasting re¬ 
lationship relies more on 
commitment than just love 
itself.” 

Tina Hunt, senior: “I 

feel that getting married at 
an early age is totally out 
of the question! Too many 
problems arise and half the 
time the couples don’t even 
stay together. People 
should get a good education 
and good job first before 
they decide to go get mar¬ 
ried.” 

Dee Dee Brown, junior: 

“I think couples should 
take it slow and be careful 
about jumping into mar¬ 
riage. Marriage is a com¬ 
mitment that is supposed 
to last forever.” 

Margaret Stallings, 
home economics 
teacher: “A relationship 
is a very special part of a 
person’s life and needs to be 
nurtured so it will grow and 
mature with the people in¬ 
volved.” 
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Sullivan, Jim 37, 143 
Sullivan, Shannon 164 
Summers, Lance 63, 143 
SUNSHINE 46 

Sutkowski, Kimberly 40, 45, 53, 143, 
186 

Svetich, Katrina 40, 47, 143, 174 
SWARTZ, RETSON CPA 179 
Swike, Tim A. 154 
SWIMMING 72 
Szymanski, Jason T. 154 
Szymaszek. Amy L. 154 



Tabor, Tammy 37, 44, 45, 143, 186, 195 
Talevski, Maggie 154 
Talley, Lori R. 17, 39, 164 
Tam, Susie 11, 33, 36, 40, 45, 50, 52, S3, 143, 
186 

Tamalunas, Kevin 67, 164 
Tanke, Valerie 122, 186, 195 
Taskoff, Steven J. 164 


Taylor, Bobby 164 
Taylor, James D. 63, 164 
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Mike Ely, senior “I day¬ 
dream because I’m bored. It’s 
usually about summer, riding 
my bike and going to the 
beach.” 

Alison Herr, senior: “I 

daydream about getting out 
of school, having a good time 
and what color lipstick to 
wear.” 

George Nicolich, senior: 

“I daydream about how awful 
it must be for the sophomores 
and juniors to have to stay a 
year or two more.” 

Missy Flores, sopho¬ 
more: “I daydream about 
getting out of school and hav¬ 
ing fun. I do it so I don’t think 
about the problems I have.” 

Stacy Uzelac, senior: “I 

daydream about what color 
lipstick to wear.” 
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INAL DAYS APPROACH QUICKLY 

ctnzduaUati: 

FRIENDSHIPS MANAGE TO 
CONTINUE 


Between Amy Frink, freshman, 
and Margo Wiltfong, junior, oppo¬ 
nents’ points remained minimal. 

Individuals in boys and girls track 
advanced to sectionals, even through 
a less than perfect season. 

Exams unfortunately ranked 
higher than a tan on June 2. But, they 
could never stop students from loung¬ 
ing in the sand after 2 p.m. on that last 
day. 

Athletics pulled together as the 
year closed to prove what was already 
known: hard work and goal setting pay 
off. 

Softball excelled past sectionals 
with experienced pitchers. The under¬ 


classmen held their own and proved 
that being younger was not the same 
as being less talented. 

45 days left ... 20 days left ... 3 
days left ... SUMMER! 

The countdown began as early as 
180 days for some, but it ended the 
same for all. 

Unconditional final exams over 
three days pushed students to the lim¬ 
it, as they knew they were only hours 
away from freedom. With last day fi¬ 
nals, studying became more relaxed 
and less crammed as in the past. 

Exams “set straight” traditions in 
other ways besides studying. 

Does the beach ring a bell? 
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IT’S GOING IT’S ...! 

Margo Wiltfong, junior, gets a 
double on a sharply hit ball. The 
softball team was ranked 20th. 
(Yugo photo) 


CHECKMATE. 

As they eat their lunch, a 
group of students play 
chess. Some students 
eat lunch outside to get 
a breath of fresh air and 
a break from school. 
(Yugo photo) 

DR. JECKYL 
LIVES. Eric Mii- 

isavljevich, senior, be¬ 
gins his titration lab. Eric 
is in Miles Dunscombes' 
fourth hour college 
chemistry class. 
(Schrenker photo) 


169 + 375 = ?! The li¬ 
brary is a convenient place for 
students to study. Christina 
Vaca, junior, takes advantage 
of the library and does her 
math homework. (Kirn photo) 
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ET ’EM 

4&Uliy6t 

TO THE 
END 


Commencement concluded the year 
with the tradition of all traditions. The 
tears, smiles, memories and hugs proved 
it was all over. 

Graduates “set straight” their 
plans for the upcoming school year while 
open houses kept students social. 

Between college, trade school and 
work, not to mention a home life plus a 
night life, time was scarce, but seniors 
loved every minute of it. 

Good friends realized just how 
“final” the final day of school was. 

□ Joy Bridy 


CUTE COUPLE! Every year Quest class honors 
the parents with Parent Day. Chris Zimmerman, senior, 
and his mom take time out during parent day to pose for 
a picture and ‘‘set'em straight.” (Kirn photo) 
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Colophon 

The theme “set’em straight” described the 
1988-89 school year perfectly, according to the 
yearbook staff. The school year allowed for stu¬ 
dents to express themselves and to contribute to 
the changes going on in the school. Students 
spoke out when they disagreed with rules and 
praised groups that encouraged spirit. 

Students weren’t afraid to let others know 
how they felt in the classroom, on the athletic field 
and even in the hallways. It was a year for ‘‘set’em 
straight. ” 

The 1989 Merrillvue had a press run of 1000 
copies. The books were printed by Walsworth 
Publishing Company, Inc. in Marceline, Missouri. 

The yearbook consists of 208 pages with an 
insert section of eight pages. The body copy was 
10 point Bookman. And captions were set 8 point 
Helvetica with the first phrase set in all caps and 
bold. Headlines were set in Helvetica, Helvetica 
Bold and Helvetica Outline. 

Headlines in the people section were Mixage 
and Mixage Bold. 

All folios were screened 30 percent black. 
The numbers were 42 point Helvetica and page 
content was 12 point Bookman. 

In the student life section 10 percent black 
screens were used. Throughout the book 
10, 20, 30 and 60 percent black screens were 
used. 

Cover, endsheets and folio art were designed 
by Anne Schieble. Endsheets and cover con¬ 
tained the spot colors #103 Vermillion, #406 Ol¬ 
ive Green and #807 Ochre. 

Student life and opening sections contain 
spot colors #103 Vermillion, #406 Olive Green, 
#807 Ochre, #104 Cherry Red, #306 Flag Blue, 
#602 Deep Purple and #702 Brown. 

The Merrillvue staff chose the theme 
‘‘set’em straight. ” The yearbook operates on a 
$25,000 budget. Yearbooks are sold for $17, $20 
and $25. 
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